THE PEACEXPRESSIONS COMMUNITY INTENSIVE SYLLABUS

Getting to know you

Participants get the opportunity to meet the facilitator(s) and one another.

What you’re here for

Here we get to publicly say what we’re creating through our participation in the course, for ourselves, for our communities, for our societies, for our world.

How to get unlimited value from the Peacexpressions Community Intensive

Understanding the Promises of the Peacexpressions Community Intensive

What does the course promise to deliver for us at the level of individuals, community, society and world?

What you the Participant can be counted on for during the course

We have the opportunity here to establish and to promise to keep specific agreements within the community of the course. In so doing, we can trust the course to deliver its promises.
Being clear how the course works

We get to review the syllabus, to explore the implications of the course being structured as a series of Experiments,
 and to have any of our questions about the course get answered.

How to relate to the course material

Getting maximum value from the Peacexpressions Community Intensive involves consciously choosing how to approach the course content moment by moment. We get the opportunity to publicly develop our approach in such a way that it inspires us, and everyone.

Take what you like, leave what you don’t – it’s up to you

The Peacexpressions Community Intensive is not about finding or teaching an absolute truth; instead it is about inventing and trying on perspectives to see what they make possible in our lives, our communities, our societies, and our world. There is nothing to ‘believe.’
Welcome to the Laboratory

Lab One

Experiment One: Uncovering how we automatically hold Peace

Here we uncover core personal, communal, societal and global assumptions about world peace. We explore the notion that the regarding peace at the world-level depends on what we say the future is, and we begin to discover that we get to say what we say.

Experiment Two: The Verdict

In this experiment we uncover the source of our fundamental relationship with humanity – our ‘Verdict.’ We consider that our Verdict lies at the heart of every judgment we have ever passed on another, of every justification we have ever made for cruelty and injustice, in the world and in our own actions, of our deepest political convictions, and of our common experience of being alone, cut off from the rest of humanity.

In uncovering the Verdict, we begin to experience an ever –deepening, visceral and multifaceted interconnectedness with all of humanity. We begin to discover in ourselves an ability to live, communicate and relate from that interconnectedness.

Experiment Three: The Will to Peace

Could it be that a global and universal ‘will to peace’ lives within us individually, communally, societally and globally? Could it be that this will to peace invisibly drives history?

In this Experiment we postulate that the act of committedly relating to ourselves and others while assuming its reality might actually grant its existence credibility.

Experiment Four: The Icon, The Citizen, and the World Leader

Here we uncover a further aspect of our fundamental relationship to humanity – our fundamental relationship specifically to people and institutions of power and influence.

In this Experiment, we reinvent how we relate to these ‘icons,’ and in so doing, we ultimately discover ourselves originating a new social paradigm where anyone, regardless of status, can profoundly, immediately and positively impact the whole of society, and where each of us has ever-expanding freedom to design our participation and expression in society.

As a result of this process, we’re left to reconsider what might be meant by the words ‘citizen’ and ‘world-leader,’ and to explore what new social potentialities our new definitions might make available.  
Lab Two

Experiment Five: The Archaeology of Peace

In  this Experiment, we explore the notion that what people have called ‘Peace’ throughout history has been conditioned entirely upon an invisible ‘order of things’ that lies at the source  of what we can think, see, know and believe, an order of things that often reorganizes itself unrecognizably from one age to the next. We begin to confront that our individual and collective arrangements of reality may be, and may have always been, guesswork in the face of impenetrable uncertainty.

From this viewpoint, we begin to confront that there may be no such thing as truth or falsehood regarding what ‘peace’ is. We are left to consider that we ourselves are the world’s pre-eminent experts and authorities on every aspect of this ‘peace’ and the science of its realization. We’re challenged to trust ourselves and enter a new domain where the difference between ‘creating’ and ‘exploring’ has lost all meaning. We are challenged to say on our own authority alone what ‘peace’ might be.

Experiment Six: The Peace Formation

Here we lay the groundwork for the remainder of the Peacexpressions Community Intensive. We differentiate between inquiry as a search for certainty as access to knowing what to do, and inquiry as a systematic, simultaneous exploration-creation of a domain limited only by our imagination.

If we think of peace as a kind of specific ‘phenomenon,’ the way color or gravity is a ‘phenomenon,’ what might it be? Where might it appear or originate – in other words, what might be one of its possibly many ‘media’? Perhaps, education, architecture or a particular economic arrangement?

From this perspective, we can begin to design and build specific ‘Peace Formations’ that permanently and positively shape the landscape of personal, communal, societal, and global experience. In having no one phenomenon or medium need to be the ‘only’ or ‘right’ one, we can begin to allow for an ever expanding, diversifying and layering multitude of ways we might simultaneously approach, and simultaneously experience, being alive.

Experiment Seven: The Temple of All is Well, Or, An Acknowledgement of Warriors

Here we take ‘peace’ as a finite area in space and time within which the agreed-upon reality is that everything everywhere is, has always been, and always will be exactly as it is meant to be.

We imagine that there’s a world-famous public space somewhere on the planet, which has one distinguishing characteristic from all else on the planet – from the moment of entering to the moment of leaving, anyone within it finds themselves genuinely living the above-mentioned view of life. What might it take to enter such a place, how might such a place influence the world over time, and how might such a place be brought into being?

Perhaps in such a place we might uncover a new relationship between peace, war, and the makers of war. Perhaps we might gain access to new ways of experiencing a single experience. Perhaps we might discover pathways to vitality, ability and abundance we could not see before.

Lab Three

Experiment Eight: The Final Word on Peace

Considering from Experiment Six that permutations in the world called ‘peace’ might come to be limitless in number and even co-exist while being built from different definitions of peace, how might an observer recognize without a doubt the presence of peace in a community, a society, or throughout the world?
Might there be an underlying ‘something’ common to all things called peace that could occur in life? Perhaps we might ordinarily look for commonalities we can see, feel or quantify to answer this question. But what if the presence of peace in any person, community or society does not live in what an observer can see, feel or quantify at all? What if it has nothing to do with circumstance?

What if we take the view that the presence of peace in any community or society hinges simply on the genuine agreement of its participants? What does the process of building a community, society or world at peace then become?

In this Experiment, we explore what the process of building a community, society or world at peace might look like from this perspective. We consider the role that well-being, trust, negotiation, public space for self-expression, personal and collective experience of cosmic relevance, observability and accountability might come to play in this process.

Such a building process promises to be as exciting and as varied as groups of human beings, and yet we begin to glimpse a predictable series of sea changes that would occur throughout any group of people committed to the process, regardless of heritage or makeup. While these phases might grow vastly more complex and contain new phenomena as we move from community to society to world, they are in essence, the same.

Experiment Nine: The Adventure Begins
In Experiment Nine, we initiate amongst ourselves the holarchic process of peace building that we uncovered and examined in the last Experiment. We endeavor to experience it firsthand, as such a process is one thing to understand, yet another to live. Entering with full willingness, we embark on an adventure that promises never to go the same way twice, and does not ‘end’ when it ends.

Experiment Ten: Peace as a Gateway to the Unlimited Future
In this Experiment we ask, so why peace at all, and why take the peculiar approach to peace as the Peacexpressions Community Intensive does?

Supposing every human being alive now genuinely concurs that peace is present at the world-level, and that everyone knows of the concurrence, what now becomes our experience?

In this experiment, we begin to glimpse peace at the world level as just the gateway to what lies beyond, to a future we currently might not even have the wherewithal to imagine, where all of us only know ourselves and one another as second-by-second, moment-by-moment co-authors of reality, partners and equals one and all in the directing of life itself.

Experiment Eleven: All the Flavors
Each of us carries within ourselves a multitude of heritages, each with its own unique history, its distinct ways of thinking, and its sense of – and concerns for – its future.

In this Experiment, we explore and share these ‘historical identities’ in a unique new way that allows us to discover our own and others’ historical identities not as divisions, but as causes for celebration, as accesses to inspiration for ourselves and others, as profound, genuine and priceless contributions to all of humanity, and as necessary ingredients for a world at peace.
Lab Four

Experiment Thirteen: The Tao of Peace

One possible way to measure the power of the Peacexpressions Community Intensive’s delivery might be to explore what and how much we hear newly in ancient words regarding peace.

Acknowledgement

Community Acknowledgement

We acknowledge ourselves and the people who made the delivery of the Peacexpressions Community Intensive possible. We consider the qualitative and quantitative impact we have had at the levels of community, society and world through our participation.

The Art of Conversation

Participants get to say if the course has delivered on its promises, and make proposals to enhance the delivery of the program and its intentions.

� One possibility is to have the syllabus itself be ‘transformational,’ by using the questions from the First Run of the course as I led it in Alameda in the beginning of 2003.


� There might be something to being really rigorous in the use of the term Experiment, and setting each of these up as a truly scientific-method-informed experiment. There’s also to note that the Peacexpressions Community Intensive operates at least at Ken Wilber’s developmental state of ‘Vision-Logic,’ and many people may struggle with this, having only developed to ‘Rational’ on the scale. There’s nothing wrong with where anyone’s at, and Vision-Logic can be cultivated through engagement with the course.


� Clearly what I am struggling to get at here is the Futurelab Experiment Zone distinction ‘Outside.’ Standing ‘Outside,’ we transcend the game, transcend our identities within the game, and remembering the game as a game and identity as a role concurrent with the game in  place where its rules do not apply. Thus does the importance of the game disappear, and thus are we renewed, even reborn, and thus does it become possible for one standing for peace to acknowledge the warrior. Outside can exist by total agreement in its existence, and is constructed as a physical space corresponding to spatially located, identity-disrupting and game-rule neutralizing practices agreed upon by the ‘players.’ What’s being proposed here is an Outside to which an entire community, society or even the whole world constitutes the corresponding ‘Inside.’ 


� It is interesting to consider relating to peace as the Peacexpressions Community Intensive approaches it as an Impossible Problem as distinguished in the Futurelab body of work. It’s completely unrelated to ‘fixing’ the world, but rather about making something available to the world, and the process of solving the problem actually gives benefits far beyond the solution of the problem. The process has the world transcend its original condition, and enter an entirely new space.





