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	The War on Terrorism: Suggested Actions for Peacemakers

Since September 11 some of you joined Fox Valley F.O.R. at the Appleton Houdini Plaza demonstrations, some wrote letters or made calls to government officials or the newspaper, and some sent financial donations to keep the voice of non-violence alive in this community. We thank you for these efforts. Now the war continues and threatens to spread to Iraq. What do we do next?



	Afghan relief:

· The Muslim Peace Fellowship, working with the Mennonite Central Committee and the Iranian Red Crescent Society, is channeling funds to refugees on the Iranian border. Make checks payable to


M.P.F.


Box 271


Nyack, N.Y. 10960


E-mail: mpf@forusa.org
· The Madison Physicians for Social Responsibility is coordinating collection of funds for an Afghan refugee camp in Tajikistan sponsored by the American Friends Service Committee. Make checks payable to AFSC and designate “For No More Victims – Afghan Relief.” Send to


PSR


P.O. Box 1712


Madison, WI 53701-1712

Iraq:

· F.O.R.’s Campaign of Conscience
(see enclosed flyer)

· EPIC (the Education for Peace in Iraq Center, a small lobbying organization in Washington which advocates for the people of Iraq)


EPIC


1101 Pennsylvania Avenue S.E.


Washington D.C 20003


www.saveageneration.org

	1.) Keep informed and use alternative new sources. For example, how many Afghan civilians have been killed? The commercial news media give the impression that a vague number, maybe a few hundred, civilians have been killed. Alternative sources are saying that number is more accurately over 3,000. You can check your public library or consider a subscription to The Nation, Z Magazine, The Progressive, or Fellowship (F.O.R.).

2.) Lend financial support to Afghan victims and organizations working to prevent the escalation of the war. Consider the tremendous generosity of Americans for the September 11 victims. Think of the billions of tax dollars used to fund the war. Who is left to fund the peacemakers? (See shaded area at left).

3.) Let the President and your senators and congressmen know that you don’t support escalating the war into Iraq. (See other side for address, phone number & E-mail information).

4.)
If an attack on Iraq begins, the Friday night demonstrations for non-violence may resume. Call Barbara, 722-7657, for an update.



	

	Does the Peace Movement Have an Answer for Terrorism?



	The popular media buzz following September 11 has been full of critiques of the peace movement and statements such as: “no one likes war, but we need to do something”, “it is kill or be killed”, and “non-violence just won’t work”.

It is ironic that non-violence is discarded as unworkable. Violence, including wars and bombs, has a long history with an unblemished record. It always fails. It fails even when in the short run it seems to win.

It is the nature of violence to be an ever-widening, accelerating spiral. Even if the initial spiral burns itself out, the wounds and damage remain; they are the incubator for the next whirlwind.

The forces that created 9-11 are ancient. The specific acts, the taking of innocent lives in pursuit of a religious/political agenda go back as far as recorded history. Even though the world seemed to change instantly on September 11, it did not. Hundreds of thousands of people live in fear of violence daily. The location changed, it happened here.

We also recognize what has been true for a long time. There is no way to completely protect ourselves from people who do not value their own lives.

Dropping bombs on the people of Afghanistan (or Iraq, where we have been bombing for 10 years) cannot provide long-term security. Suppressing civil liberties and privacy rights cannot provide long-term security.

Nonviolence proposes systemic changes. They may take longer, but compared to violent solutions, they may actually achieve the long term goals.

Long-term security comes from establishing and supporting institutions (like the U.N. and World Court), which seek to secure the basic rights of all people to food, shelter, dignity, and freedom from fear.

Long-term security comes from understanding the people with whom we share this planet.

Long-term security comes from participating in the community of nations as an equal partner, and subjecting ourselves to the same laws and treaties we impose upon others. Why is it okay for us to keep a nuclear arsenal and condemn other countries for doing so?


	
	Long-term security comes from teaching our children to find their power within themselves rather than in weapons.

Long-term security comes from educating a generation, and then another, to respect others and to resolve conflicts non-violently.

In the long run, building non-violent long-term solutions is the only think that will work.

What Should We Do?

In these difficult days, non-violence needs champions. We should rise to the occasion because non-violence truly offers hope for a future of peace and security for all of us. When you are asked “so, what should we do then?” You want to have an answer.

Here are some sound bites to build on. They establish a benchmark against which we can measure all acts of nations and individuals and from which we can enforce just measures to restrain evil – not just “their” evil, but if we are capable of evil too – “all” evil.

1. Do no harm. In this case, that would rule out bombing, an indiscriminate violent force. Bombing kills innocent civilians.

2. Embrace principles, not just emotions. An emotional response to 9-11 is appropriate, but it cannot end there. Every human life lost is infinitely tragic. We cannot right a wrong by inflicting pain and suffering upon another.

3. Recognize reality, total security is impossible. Our quest for decreasing threats should pursue reasonable precautions against terrorism.

4. Use international institutions. They are slow, but they can be effective if fully supported, and if they apply to everyone.

5. Champion the rule of law. Justice under the law is effective and respected almost universally. If the laws are strong and fair, international law holds great hope for the resolution of grievances and the redress of wrong.

6. Learn our own history and world history. The U.S. has done great and terrible things. We have earned respect, admiration, loyalty, disgust, and bitter hatred. If we participate in the world community with humility, we position ourselves to prevail morally and politically.

Condensed and edited form the article “Does the Peace Movement Have an Answer” OREPA (Oak Ridge Environmental Peace Alliance) Newsletter November 2001.




	F.O.R. Soup Supper February 10

Have you grown weary of war news, debates about pacifism vs. military, endless committee meetings and pot lucks, yet would enjoy some social time with other people committed to peace and justice?

If so, join the folks at F.O.R. for a simple meal of homemade soup and bread on February 10, 5:00 PM at Barbara Hoffman’s house in Neenah. You can help us celebrate 10 years as a local F.O.R. chapter, and you don’t have to bring anything but your soup spoon. Call 722-7657 to RSVP and get directions.


	
	Thanks

Thanks to Debby Reelitz-Bell for continuing to update our mailing list and making the labels.

Thanks to Alan Kassien for his time and skill in putting the newsletter into the computer.

Thanks to Jeanette Skwor and Charlotte Zerbe for financial contributions.



	

	To Contact Your Elected Officials - - -

	President George W. Bush

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20500 

Phone 202-456-1414

FAX 202-456-2461

E-mail: president@whitehouse.gov

	6th District Representative

Tom Petri

115 Washington Ave.

Oshkosh, WI 54901

Phone: 920-231-6333

8th District Representative

Mark Green

700 E. Walnut St.

Green Bay, WI 54301

Phone: 920-437-1954
Fax. 920-437-1978

Toll Free: 800-773-8579

E-mail: mark.green@mail.house.gov

	Senator Russ Feingold

Green Bay Office

1640 Main Street

Green Bay, WI 54302-2639

Phone: 920-465-7508

Senator Herb Kohl

Appleton Office

4321 West College Avenue

Suite 235

Appleton, WI 54914

Phone: 920-738-1640

E-mail: senator_kohl@kohl.senate.gov


	

	Area Organizations For Peace And Justice: Who to Contact



	Amnesty International


Michael Daehn (Appleton)
830-9997

Bread For The World


Beth Lepinski
730-9670

Fellowship of Reconciliation


Donna Van Grinsven
735-9198


E-mail
dmv60@aol.com

HelfenStein Soup Council (Green Bay)

Jim Olmsted
435-6589

Pax Christi (Oshkosh)

Kiernan Rozum
233-2654

People for Peace (Waupaca)

Meghan Karth
715-258-3305


	
	Physicians For Social Responsibility


Monk Elmer
788-7680

Progressive Fox Valley


Tony Palmeri (Oshkosh)
235-1116


Tom Kees (Neenah)
727-9159

Toward Community


Roger Bertschausen
751-8497

Wisconsin Animal Education Network


Ann Frisch
237-1748


E-mail
afrisch@voyager.net

Wisconsin Coalition Against the Death Penalty


Bill Hanley
832-9065




Fellowship of Reconciliation

c/o Donna Van Grinsven

1906 Lourdes Drive

Appleton, WI 54915

