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Message from a Co-President

From the desk of Paulette Woodard, CEOE

Dear Special fellow GAEOP,

[ apologize for the inability to further work with you for our GAEOP since the fall
conference in Rome, GA. Shortly after that time my husband’ s health declined. He
has had 3 mini strokes that have led to Dementia.

He and | are on an uncharted path now and not sure where we are going or how to
handle this new life. He hates the forgetfulness/the memory loss that has begun. We
both feel angry with this new development but.

I have had to step back and away from several responsibilities I have/had in the past
months. I work two jobs and try to help him focus and look out for him. In so doing
vou and I have missed so much I had planned and hoped for GAEOP in 07-08. Again, I
apologize. I had asked Barbara as the other co-president to take over then she too
has had problems. I owe much to Barbara who has helped me greatly in the past year
with GAEOP. And, she helped me to earn my CEOE and attend the July NAEOP conference
in Seattle, WA to receive it. I am forever grateful to her! To each of you I also
owe much. GAEOP has always been a fun, learning experience. I desire to always be a
member and in time . . . maybe more.

Now to the point of my letter to you, I do not want GAEOP to diminish - to cease to
exist if at all possible. I ask any and all that can and want to do for GAEOP to do
so. If the by -laws need to be changed for the benefit of GAEOP to continue and we
have willing workers then my vote is to do so. And this is why; even though we need
new people we must first have someone in the Lead to reach out to those new people to
get their interest and thus take on these positions of leadership.

I have learned it has been suggested to meet in the fall for a brief meeting to
gather our thoughts and make plans for the future of GAEOP. Good, let’ s do so.

Let' s get our membership paid, place and plans to meet this fall and us a very
active GAEOP.

Please contact any of the following about your desires and choices for the future of
GAEOP.

Much love and God Bless you and yours I pray,

Paulette Woodard

Cc: Barbara Pisano

Beth Harris

For more information on the plans, thoughts and suggestions—see the
“conversations” on the next page.
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Conversations about the future of GAEOP

Glenda Harrison, back in June, wondered what was
going on with GAEOP— there had been little commu-
nication since the Fall conference so she emailed a
few people to find out what they had heard or knew.

Due to the responses that Glenda received, she sent
me (Beth) an email asking what I knew - and the
Conversation started.

From: Elizabeth.Harris@gpc.edu Date: 11 Jun 2008

The plan which was discussed via email between Paulette,
Barbara and myself was that we [GAEOP] would:

a. roll all 2007-2008 memberships into 2008-2009 without
dues being necessary for those who had paid;
b. that a newsletter be sent out explaining that GAEOP es-
sentially had no board, no officers (other than the treasurer)
and no one who wished to plan a conference at the present
time

and
c. put it to the membership for ideas - if there were people
who would be willing to serve on the board/elected then we
could also vote to suspend the service requirements for the
various offices OR if no one was interested in keeping it go-
ing, that we would submit, to the membership, a proposal to
disband GAEOP and forward the remaining funds to NAEOP
for one of the funds they maintain - my suggestion would be
the scholarship fund.

I too am heartbroken at the current situation. With so many
of the long time members being retired now, and many of
the new workers in education not being interested - due to
budget cuts or just a "not a career" mentality - it's just hard.
And it isn't just Georgia that is suffering with this - from what
| hear, there are chapters all over the US having these same
types of problems.

My job is possibly changing - | may lose the financial support
I have had in the past. So | am reaching my own crossroads.

We need new people to take up the mantle of leadership, we
can't just keep going back to the folks who have been around
for years. But with those folks stepping back in their roles,
there is no one to teach the new folks either.

| had planned the newsletter for the end of this month - in
timing it so that the announcement about the rolling of mem-
berships could be distributed about the same time that the
new year's dues request normally would go out. Nothing was
ever suggested or sent to me for inclusion in any other news-
letters this year, so none were produced.

GAEOP is a membership organization without a leader right
now. Itis up to the members to keep it going. Or to decide
that it won't.

From: glenda harrison, gceop Sent: June 15, 2008

Do you suppose we could have a meeting in Central GA and
ask anyone who wants to participate to come for a discus-
sion about all that is included in this letter? Or could we
meet in Atlanta? we could make it a 10am - 3 pm meeting
with lunch if necessary and go dutch for the lunch. | hate to
see us fold, but I know I'm retired and can't get funding, so
anything that will cost a lot of money is out. Let me know
what you decide. Glenda

From: Elizabeth.Harris@gpc.edu Date: 16 Jun 2008

Those are good ideas. | will include them in the newsletter.
We'll see what the majority want to do. | don't want to plan
anything with just a couple and then have a lot of no shows
- we've had enough of that in the last few years.

Did you have any places or dates in mind? Until I know what
is going to happen with my job, I can't volunteer the college
as a meeting place.

From: glenda harrison, gceop Sent: June 18, 2008

Late July or early August would be best. Most go back to
work the second week of august. If that doesn't work, I'd
plan it for September. thanks for trying. Glenda

From: Elizabeth.Harris@gpc.edu Date: 18 Jun 2008

I will put the idea in the newsletter. Others will have to do
the actual planning - I'm up to my ears with the new duties
I have.

Thanks for your interest.

From: glenda harrison, gceop Sent: June 21, 2008

I would be happy to help someone plan a get together for
the fall. it doesn't even have to me a conference. Ask if
anyone wants to help me in the newsletter. Glenda

Glenda J. Harrison, CEOE, GCEOP
(h)706-549-6984/(c) 706-340-6710
e-mail: harrisongl@hotmail.com

Please contact Glenda if you are interested in helping to put to-
gether a meeting— she and | were thinking maybe a nice lunch
somewhere if not a meeting—include other suggestions with your
membership information form when you send it in, 1 will see that
she gets anything submitted. Thanks! Beth
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GEORGIA ASSOCIATION OF EDUCATIONAL OFFICE PROFESSIONALS
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Membership Year: July 1, 2008 - June 30, 2009

O New Membership $20.00 O Past President's Council (GAEOP) $5.00 (in addition to dues)

O Renewal Membership $20.00 O Retired Membership $5.00 (annual)
O Associate Membership  $20.00 O Life membership $300.00 (May be paid in quarterly payments)

Please print or type information! You may fill this form out online (www.geocities.com/gaeoponline/membershipform.pdf) and print it out!

Name: (Mrs., Ms., Miss, Mr., Dr., Rev.)

What do you like to be called? (i.e. “Beth” or “Liz” if your name is “Elizabeth”)

Are you a member of NAEOP? (Please check if Yes)
Do you hold a PSP certificate? If so, what level?
Do you hold a GCEOP certificate? ____ (Please check if Yes)

Home Address & Information:

Home Address:
City: State: Zip(+4):
Telephone: (Home Phone) (Home Fax)

Work Address & Related Information:

School System: County:

Local EOP Assoc.:

School, Office or Institution:

Job Title:

Work Address:
City: State: Zip (+4):

Telephone: (Work Phone) (Work Fax)

Which address should GAEOP use to contact you? Home Work (Please provide both above!)

Service Area: (please check one)
___Elementary ____Middle School ___Secondary ___ Higher Education ____ State Department
___Administration ___ Vocational ___ Retired ___ Other (Specify)

How did you hear about GAEOP?
Recruited by:

Make checks payable to GAEOP (only needed if this is NOT a renewal!)
Send completed form along with dues check to: Elizabeth Harris, CEOE, GCEOP
GAEOP Membership Contact
c/o Georgia Perimeter College
2101 Womack Road
Dunwoody, GA 30338



Georgia Association of Educational Office Professionals

Elizabeth Harris, CEOE—Editor
2101 Womack Road
Dunwoody, GA 30338
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GAEORP is an affiliate of the National Association of Educational Office Professionals—http://www.naeop.org
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