Galatasaray EUROFORUM 2004

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

The committee on Citizen Freedoms, Rights, Justice and Home Affairs

Affirming that “citizenship” is defined as the legal and political status which allows the citizen to acquire some rights as an individual (civil, political, social…) and some duties (taxes, military service, loyalty…) regarding a political community, as well as the ability of acting in the collective life of a state,

Believing that the European Union Citizenship does not, of course, replace national citizenship; it is an addition to it. This gives the ordinary citizen a deeper and more tangible sense of belonging to a Union,

Noting with regret that although there has been a remarkable advance from the Treaty of Rome, where free movement was strictly bound to labour activity, there is still serious limitation that should be eliminated. Despite the different agreements reached, any country can re-establish controls on boarder whenever its security was considered to be threatened and residence freedom continues habing different sort of restrictions,

1. Urges the European Parliament to cal upon the legislative organs of the European Union in order to establish a legal framework which will reinforce the common European Citizenship,

In particular this legal framework will concern:

a)
the total freedom to move and purchase residence anywhere within Union territory as far as this movement has no relation with illegal activities,

b)
the right to work wherever he/she lives, under a minimum legal ground with regard to social security, working hours and retirement,

c)
the right to be educated within a harmonized educational system in all member states of the European Union with respect to cultural diversities,

d)
the respect to every European Citizen’s religion, regardless to his/her place of residence

2. Underlines the need to enhance the diplomatic and consular protection that a citizen of a Union member state receive from the authorities of another member state, from a third country where his/her state is not represented by creating a common European Passport available for every citizen of the European Union.

3. Strongly recommends the foundation of an institution under the name of "European University" of social sciences with the role of enhancing and supporting a common European Identity.

a)
the European University will be represented in every member state of the European 
Union,

b)
the courses of the European University will underline the common elements within the diverse cultures of the European Union and will promote the common European history. The courses will be chosen with attention by the principles of this University after its foundation,

c)
the official languages of the European University will be the official language(s) of every member state in which the University institutions are located,

d)
the diploma of the University will be a common diploma fully recognized by every member state,

4. Further recommends allocation of financial aid for repairing unequal health and social conditions,

5. Expresses its appreciation for a real political participation of non-nationals to enlarge democratic rights,

6. Further resolves the different application of the same rights by member states by establishing a common legal ground upon citizens' rights,

7. Calls for the media and NGOs to increase a citizen's involvement in European construction 

8. Encourages the organizations of the conferences and seminars informing the public about all the issues belonging to the 3. Pillar,

9. Confirms the existence of variety and equality among citizens, disregarding their affiliation according to gender, religion and race,

10. Proposes that the European Union Parliament passes the necessary laws allowing a partial EU citizenship on humanitarian ground to illegal emigrants after full investigation to illustrate that they truly were ill-treated in their homeland.

