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COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES
Istanbul 25.04.2004

COM (2004) 575 final

COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION

TO THE COUNCIL AND THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

Istanbul Conference on Reconstruction in Iraq

25 April 2004

COMMITTEE
: The European Commission

QUESTION OF
: The European Union Position Regarding Reconstruction of Iraq

The Commission of the European Communities,

Guided by the primary and secondary law of the European Communities, the European Convention on Human Rights, the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Declaratıon on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly Relations and Cooperation among States in Accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and the International Convenants on Human Rights,

Confirming their attachment to fundamental social rights as defined ın the European Social Charter signed in Turin on 18 October 1961,

Recalling the Declaration on the Occassion of the Madrid Conference on Reconstruction in Iraq of 24 October 2003,

Further recalling the sixth allocation of funds concerning humanitarian aid to vulnerable populations in Iraq, now having allocated over 100 million euros,

Taking into account the articles 181 and 181a of the treaty of the European Community,

Having regard to the report of the European Parliament Committee on Foreign Affairs, Human Rights, Common Foreign and Security Policy (A5-0069/2003),

Underlining the important role of the United Nations, in line with the relevant UN Security Council resolutions, in the process leading to the establishment of an internationally recognised representative government in Iraq and in mobilising the necessary support from the international community for Iraq’s reconstruction,

Confirming its attachment to the principles of liberty, democracy and respect for Human Rights and fundamental freedoms and of the rule of law, 

Desiring to increase solidarity between their peoples and the peoples of Iraq, while respecting their history, their culture and their traditions,

Determined to promote economic and social progress for their peoples, taking into account the principal of sustainable development and within the context of the accomplishment of the internal market and of reinforced cohesion and environmental protection, and to implement policies ensuring their advances in economic integration are accompanied by parallel progress in other fields,

A. Reiterates the European Union support for the development of a prosperous, stable and sovereign Iraq;

B. Strongly affirms the need to create the conditions that may lead to the upholding a secure environment, which would allow to pursue the goal of reconstruction of Iraq;

C. Calls upon all the actors involved in the reconstruction process of Iraq, Non-Governmental Organisations (NGO’s) and related bodies of the United Nations (UN), to coordinate their efforts in order to ensure a coherent assistance to Iraqi people;

D. Proposes, under the budget heading B7, article 19 08 07, “Aid for rehablitation and reconstruction of Iraq”, to create a new budget line up to 160 million Euros dedicated to fund the rehabilitation and reconstruction in Iraq, which shall allow to respect the policy expressed by the Budget Authority, in particular the European Parliament whom regards tranparency when the community is contributing to the financing of reconstruction action as was seen in the case with Afghanistan, Kosovo and East Timor;

E. Reminds the privileged position of the European Union in the international system as the main donor of financial assistance;

1. Endorses the allocation of humanitarian aid;

2. Recommends the UN involvement in the establishment of the Iraqi administration, by:

a) Ensuring a smooth transition to a stable political regime,

b) Reopening of foreign embassies,

c) Creation of the conditions for free elections,

d) Bearing in mind the importance of clergy for the Iraqi security,

e) Helping reform the judiciary system;

3. Considers that EU should not intervene in defining the type of government of the Iraqi State;

4. Emphasizes on the necessity of setting up an EU-led peacekeeping operation in Iraq with the cooperation of neighboring States of Iraq in matters of border related issues and intelligence with regards to terrorism;

5. Further requests the restitution of the economic relations with Iraq, by:

a) Facilitating trade relations,

b) Helping develop the Iraqi agricultural sector structure,

c) Adopting a targeted procurement legislation,

d) Making possible the entry of third actors in the Iraqi strategic sectors,

e) Establishing a trade protocol for exportation;

6. Further recommends the restoration and the strenghtening of public services, as to encourage an acceptable level of the welfare of the Iraqi people;

7. Endorses the respect for fundemental freedoms, human rights and minority protection under the rule of law;

8. Calls upon the international community to stand firm in cooperation vis-à-vis the potential danger of terrorism which may arise from the current situation in Iraq;

9. Urges for special comprehension of social, cultural, religious and economic differences, respectful treatment and recognition of ethnic groups so as to tackle divisive issues and to ensure and promote stability in the region.
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