THE GALIANO ISLAND PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MASTER PLAN

[July 1997)

1.
INTRODUCTION

This plan establishes a framework for:

a.
planning, acquisition, development, operation and maintenance of CRD Community Parks in the Galiano Island Trust area:

and

b.
the planning and development of recreational services that complement and support recreational interests within the island community.

This plan, therefore, is intended to provide both direction and focus for the CRD community parks and recreation planning, and to remain flexible and responsive to the needs and concerns expressed by the community in the future.

2.
COMMUNITY PROFILE

The Galiano Island Trust Area, which includes Gossip, Parker, Retreat, Wise, Sphinx, Charles and Julia, shares with the other Gulf Islands a rugged topography, rich diversity of plant and animal life, a beautiful coastline, and a rural island culture. Several physical factors, however, are unique to Galiano and should influence the planning for Parks and Recreation.

Galiano's long and narrow shape results in much of the island being in close proximity to a shoreline. Inland, pronounced ridges run almost the entire length of the island.

Much of Galiano's land is in an undeveloped state. Traditionally a large amount of this undeveloped land has been accessible to residents and visitors as a result of:

a.
more than half the island until recent years being held as privately owned managed forest land.

and

b.
the establishment, largely through community effort, of a number of protected natural areas that amount to approximately 10% of the land.
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