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GATHER Domestic Violence/Violence Prevention Committee 

1/19/06, 3:30, Mass Info Tech, Taunton Green

Attendees:  Deb Brown (TPS), Jennifer Brown (New Hope), Milly Burrows (AHS, Inc.)Barbara Clark (KDC), Annemarie Matulis (SEMA-VAV), Lorraine Rosa (GATHER/GTHHSC), Jennifer Tinglof (SEMA-VAV) Regrets: Richard McMahon

Discussion Highlights:

Announcements:

· Grant Award – Mass InfoTech was awarded a grant for Personal Computer (PC) Literacy (Microsoft specialist certification) and GED at no cost for at risk youth ages 16-22. Students will also do an internship at the Registry of Deeds. The Bristol Workforce Investment Board oversees the grant. For information on the qualification process, call Gunnar Hexum at 508-977-9909. 
· Nonviolent Communication is a one-day workshop sponsored by Family Nonviolence, on 2/25/06, 9:30-5:00, at the Trinity Lutheran Church in Fairhaven. Registration deadline 2/20/06. Call (508) 996-1100 for fee structure. 
· February Observance – The U.S. Congress has declared February 6-10 as National Teen Dating Violence Awareness Week. (See http://crapo.senate.gov/issues/teen_dating_violence.cfm) 
· Sexual Assault Awareness Week – New Hope will present information on sexual assault in April, at the Attleboro Library. More information coming. 
· Take Back the Night – Wheaton College is putting together a “Take Back the Night” walk. Bridgewater State College, Taunton High School and local libraries may also be interested.
April Events: National Sexual Assault Awareness Month: Outreach to area local libraries with awareness information
Crime Victims Rights Week is observed the last week in April (4/23-4/28). Suggestions include:
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City-wide silent vigil

· Library programs

· Newspaper articles

· Posters

· Action kits

· Media focus
· Attleboro cable and Comcast PSAs
· New Hope presentations

· Mentors in Violence Prevention (MVP) skit about sexual assault

· Poetry slam with an award

· Press kit

· Clothesline Project

· “Pathways to Hope” radio

· Taunton cable police report

· The Yellow Dress
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Health Fair – There will not be a health fair this year at Taunton High School. The Committee will request an event such as the Clothesline Project or the Yellow Dress. THS has a “ticker tape” machine to advertise upcoming events.

Budget:

· Event - The Committee has funding to pay for the “Yellow Dress” presentation. A grant application will be filed with a local bank to have 2 showings on the same day – one in Taunton and one in Attleboro. 
· Grant Seeking – Planning and implementation funding is being sought for coalition and administrative costs above fiscal management. The defunded Project YELL grant provided payment of 43 hours per month of coordinator’s time, monthly Coalition telephone bills, postage, supplies, printing, and mileage. 
Next Steps: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Contact the cable provider about airing violence prevention PSA (Annemarie)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Contact THS about using the auditorium for a community supported violence prevention event in lieu of a health fair (Annemarie, Deb)
Next Meeting: 

GATHER DV/VP: 2/16/06, 3:30, (3rd Thursday of the Month), New Hope, 39 Taunton Green
Contact Person: Annemarie Matulis, 508-922-7278 cell, amatulis@tmlp.com or matulisannie@msn.com 
