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Optimist (cont’d) 

GBC has committed to running its annual Dirty Dog 
Regatta on Saturday, 5 March 2005.  This year ‘the 
Dirty Dog’ will again be part of the Auckland Champs 
because the tides and the regatta calendar unfortu-
nately do not permit ‘the Dirty Dog’ to be hosted at 
GBC.    

For those who are new to GBC, the Dirty Dog Regatta 
has become an iconic event in the national Opti calen-
dar. Last year we had over 200 Opti sailors participate 
in the regatta which was also held as part of the Auck-
land Champs after we ‘got blown off the water’ on the 
original date for the event to be hosted at GBC. The 
event has been running now for 8 years and was con-
ceived by past club stalwarts such as the Davies and 
Macky’s when the Opti class was still in its infancy. The 
Dirty Dog quickly established itself as a must do regatta 
for Opti sailors and has always been promoted as a 
great regatta for sailors coming out of LTS and into 
Green fleet (and the prospect of winning a smart pair of 
sunnies or sharing in other spot prizes was a big draw-
card). With the grown in numbers over the years, we 
have recently seen fleets of over 100 racing in both the 
Open and Green fleets.  

With the 2005 Dirty Dog regatta being scheduled for 
Eastern Beach on 5 March, the burden on GBC mem-
bers will be somewhat less than if we hosted the vent at 
GBC. Nonetheless we will require support from as 
many parents as possible, and certainly from those of 
you that will have sailors participating on the day.   

And who should participate in the Dirty Dog ?  Every 
Opti sailor at GBC should be looking to partici-
pate !! Those in the LTR and LTS fleets prior to Xmas 
have made very good progress and the Green Fleet 
courses at the Dirty Dog will not be too demanding for 
you. It is a great regatta to sail in, and you have the 
luxury in the Green Fleet to sail just on Saturday, 5 
March, if you choose. The Auckland Champs, for both 
the Open and Green Fleets are sailed over both Sat & 
Sun but Green Fleet sailors can choose only to sail on 
Saturday for the Dirty Dog Regatta. For those in LTR 
and LTS please give serious consideration to sail-
ing in the Dirty Dog Regatta. If you have any ques-
tions, please speak to Steve Sharps or David Glen.  

Entry forms will be available on the GBC website from 
this week. Registrations can be mailed or completed on 
the day. 

T h e  D i r t y   D o g   R e g a t t a  

Learn to Race 
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While not as popular as the online auction 
site Trademe, Resail, the buy sell and ex-
change section of the GBC website, has 
been very successful in the selling of 
Opti's, Starlings, sails, boat accessories 
and has even been able to move the odd 
Arrow!!!  

Resail has had some 1500 visitors and 
many have found the boat of their dreams 
or (in most cases) the boat of their needs!!    

Advertisers pay a small donation to the 
club that assists with the running of the 
website   

There are always new listings so check it 

out regularly.  If you have something relating 
to sailing to sell simply send an email to  
resail@gbcyachting.org.nz and we will take 
care of it from there.  We can also list Wanted 
ads for your needs - you never know what 
other people have as surplus.   

So tell your friends to simply go to 
www.gbcyachting.org.nz and then click on 
Resail.  Check it out yourself and see what’s 
on offer.   

And one more thing....once you sell your 
item please drop us a line so we can re-
move it - this saves the phone ringing and 
gives the listings more integrity. 

Jeff Wood 

ReSail ReSail ReSail ReSail ReSail ReSail 

S A I L I N G   W I T H   A   F R I E N D 

http://www.gbcyachting.org.nz
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George Young, age 49, builder, died on 
Sunday, December 12, 2004, as the result 
of a motorcycle accident.  

George or Punga as he was known to his 
friends was a member of GBC who worked 
tirelessly for the club, always there to “fix 
it”.  Whether it be a broken board on the 
deck or an outboard motor that wouldn’t 
go, an opti or starling that was broke, 
George was always there to offer assis-
tance with a smile on his face.  
Originally training and qualifying as a Fitter 
and Turner George turned his hand to 
building and renovating houses.  A true 
craftsman when it came to using his 
hands, George had the ability to create a 
work of art and good workmanship on any 
project he tackled.  

Georges own boat, a Rayglass 650, was 
aptly named  “Young One” for he was truly 
the Young One of GBC.  Our Opti sailors 
use to pray for no wind if George was at 
the regatta for this usually meant a fast 
and adventurous ride in a large inflatable 
in search of some ferry wake or other suit-
able water to provide a thrill and excite-
ment.  

George had a love of the outdoors and 
spent his leisure hours (when not involved 

George Young 
7th June 1955 – 12 December 2004  

with sailing) fishing, skiing or riding bikes.  
He treasured the outdoors and was always 
conscious of looking after them for future 
generations to enjoy as he himself had.  

Friends were important to George and he 
organised a monthly get together on the first 
Thursday of “blokes” from all walks of life. 
Named the SAD Bastards club, George would 
ring around the group every month and get 
them along to some activity. Whether it be 
driving a golf ball at the driving range, racing 
a kart around an indoor track, climbing a 
rock wall or shooting an arrow at a target, 
George would always have something for his 
friends to get up to and share a yarn or two 
after over a couple of drinks.  

George is survived by his former wife, Sue, 
his two sons Sam and Tim who have both 
sailed at GBC.  Our thoughts go out to all his 
family, Fi and all those who were close to 
George. Although tragically taken from us he 
will not be forgotten.    

Let us not grieve his loss but rather remem-
ber the joy and good times that we had with 
Punga for those that were fortunate to have 
associated with him.   

Jeff Wood 
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Arrow Class 

A racing virgin's tale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Continued ... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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Michele Chapman 

F l a g   O f f I c e r s   a n d   C o m m i t t e e  

 
Glendowie Boating Club (inc) 

www.gbcyachting.org.nz 

BUILDING UPDATE – 2005 

 

A racing virgin's tale (continued) . . . . 

www.gbcyachting.org.nz 

It’s where you go for information—
NORs, entry forms, results, duty ros-

ters, ReSail, contacts… and more.  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

http://www.gbcyachting.org.nz
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