PIONEER GUIDES OF GEAUGA COUNTY

INDUCTION CEREMONY
GOVERNOR

The Geauga YMCA and Pioneer Guide Program welcomes all of you to our induction ceremony this evening. (NOTE: Remind them of upcoming Congress meeting & calendar of events).

Before we begin. I would like to present the officers of the Pioneer Guides for the current year. Please stand or step forward as I call your name. Please hold applause until everyone has been introduced.

I am Mark Fagerholm the Governor. Our officers are:

 David Birkhead - Centerville YMCA Agent/Program Director and Assayer
Chris Serafino - Scout

 
Jim DiRosa, - Deputy

 Robert Schwarz - Apothecary
Roy Kozlik - Trail Boss
Teresa Fischer - Operator 


Many thanks to everyone who helped get ready for this ceremony tonight. And most importantly, our thanks to each of you for your interest in the Pioneer Guide Program.  Apothecary will you please begin our ceremony.

APOTHECARY

Buckaroo , 12 rings of the bell. 

Let our council fire call together everyone in friendship!

(Light the Fire) ~ Will everyone stand and hear the welcoming of Governor Muskrat.

GOVERNOR

As we gather around this council, give us wisdom and understanding.  We are thankful for the beauty of the earth, and for our many blessings. 

Please be seated.

APOTHECARY

Governor, we come together to unite our hearts in brotherhood and to add to our council these new members.

GOVERNOR

How did these new members find our territory?

APOTHECARY

The Deputy, Pioneer Name, of the Y-Pioneer Guides brought them here-

GOVERNOR

The council knows how much everyone has worked to bring these new members here and we wish to thank you all.

APOTHECARY

We have new settlements in our territory. As the Deputy calls your settlement, please stand.

DEPUTY (Jim DiRosa)

The first year Pioneer Guide settlements are:

APOTHECARY

Let us now prepare for our torchlight parade.

GOVERNOR

To create the unity that is required to hold a strong community such as ours together, we will now have the torchlight march. As each family carries its torch along the trail, the long line of fires show that our community will be great only if we join together. And as you return to the council fire, the flames will grow, signifying that our community will grow when the fires of friendship and loyalty to our aims come together as we are together tonight.

Operator, before we begin the torchlight parade, please prepare us and call the role of the settlements.

OPERATOR

For safety sake, ONLY moms and dads carry the torch. As I call your settlement name, please proceed to the fire bringers to your left for the lighting of the torches. As your torch is lit, form a line behind the Apothecary and he will lead us over the trail and back to the council fire. As you return pass the bonfire, place your torch in the fire, return to your seats and we will continue with the induction.

 (read the list of settlements. .don't let the lines get too long but keep it moving)

GOVERNOR
Deputies, will you please show that the new members are worthy and prepared to make sacrifice?

DEPUTY

Moms and dads, are your children strong and loyal to you and to your settlement? Are they ready and willing to make sacrifice? If so, shout out your answer so everyone will hear it!

SCOUT

There is a trait of character that may harm your success as a Pioneer Guide. This trait is "SELFISHNESS". When your son or daughter wants you to spend time with them, you must try to find the time. The years go by too quickly and it won't be long that they will be asking for your time. So I will ask each of you to sacrifice this trait.

DEPUTY

Boys and girls, your moms and dads are willing to sacrifice selfishness, which means he or she will do things with you and take time to play with you and help you.

You must remember, though that your moms and dads do not always have the time to spend with you and so you must be PATIENT. You must sacrifice IMPATIENCE, and wait until your mom or dad can find the time. I will ask each of you to sacrifice this trait. 

NOW please file up and pass the council fire in a single line: throw your sacrifices into the fire and return to your seats. This will rid you of your selfishness and impatience.

(Wait until everyone is seated)

Let us pray:

Dear Lord, look into the hearts of these children and search their minds. They have made this sacrifice with pure hearts and clean minds and in so doing show the bond they have made with each other in the Pioneer Guides.

GOVERNOR

Apothecary, are these new members worthy to enter into our community?

APOTHECARY

Yes Governor, they are indeed worthy! They have learned the aims of our community and are worthy and prepared to be a part of the Y-Pioneer Guides.

Let each child stand in front of his or her mother or father and face them. Clasp right hands in a handshake, and place your left hands on the shoulder of the person next to you. Mothers and fathers should be standing with their backs to the stage and the children should be facing the stage.

GOVERNOR
This position is symbolic. Their right hand clasped shows the closeness of father or mother and son or daughter... the left hand on the shoulder of your fellow member shows unity of the Settlement and of the Territory.

We will now repeat the Six Aims: -PLEASE REPEAT AFTER ME -

.TO BE CLEAN IN BODY AND PURE IN HEART.

.TO BE PALS AND FRIENDS FOREVER.

.TO LOVE THE SACRED CIRCLE OF MY FAMILY .

.TO BE ATTENTIVE WHILE OTHERS SPEAK.

.TO LOVE MY NEIGHBOR AS MYSELF .

.TO RECOGNIZE THE BALANCE AND BEAUTY OF NATURE.

Deputies, please repeat the slogans of the Y-Pioneer Guides Program.

SCOUT

The slogan for the Y-Pioneer Guides is: PALS FOREVER (for parents & sons) and FRIENDS ALWAYS (for parents & daughters)

(Repeat slogans all together)

GOVERNOR

On behalf of the Y-Pioneer Guides, I welcome all the new members and hereby officially induct you into our Territory.

Assayer, we have new members here tonight. How shall we honor them?

TRAIL BOSS

All new members will receive a pioneer patch and first year arch patch symbolizing their loyalty to the Y-Pioneer Guides for their first year.

We would also like honor all the existing members of our community with the new pioneer patches. This is a transition year for all of us and we would like to thank you for your loyalty and commitment to this program. For any other patches please send your representative to the next council meeting.

APOTHECARY

Governor-will you please send your Deputies to the new settlements and have them hand out the symbol of induction.

(Deputies hand out the first year patch and pioneer patch)

GOVERNOR

We congratulate the new and returning settlements for your loyalty.

Buckaroo, 5 rings of the bell.

Let us stand in unity and pray for peace and brotherhood during the coming seasons.

Dear Lord, we seek your guidance and pray that our work will meet with your approval.

Please join us now in a final benediction in Sign Language taught to us by our Native American brothers:

Please repeat after me:

AND NOW (arms at side and hands open palms out), MAY THE GREAT SPIRIT (arms raise and hands make circles) OF ALL GREAT SPIRITS (hand and arms cross and rest on chest) BE WITH YOU NOW (arms and hands form a bow pulled back) AND FOREVER MORE (shoot the arrow). 

Thank you and drive safely. 
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