Vasundhara Foundation

SOUTH CITY ENCROACHES
BIKRAMGARH JHEEL

Encroachment on Bikramgarh Jheel, a waterbody under KMC management

In a blatant violation of law, South City, the new much hyped high-rise housing complex
on Prince Anwar Shah Road has encroached on a large section of Bikramgarh Jheel. The
photo above shows how the construction area has encroached nearly half the width of the
Jheel. While new ordinances are being brought to save East Kolkata Wetlands, waterbodies inside
the city are being encroached. Bikramgarh Jheel is one of the largest waterbodies in south Kolkata.
Kolkata Municipal Corporation (KMC) has taken over the management of this waterbody by a
notification on 27 January 2003.

Local people have complained that South City is encroaching the Jheel step by step. It has
already encroached nearly half the width of the waterbody at some places. They have also
complained that construction noise during night is causing major nuisance. Local clubs and
Vasundhara Foundation have been campaigning for last few years to save this waterbody.

It may be mentioned that South City is coming up on the land of USHA Industries. KMC has
earned a fabulous sum of money for this. But in Delhi, Supreme Court ordered that in case of
utilization of lands vacated by industries, 60 percent of land should be kept for greening the city,
making parks for public use. Nothing such happened in Kolkata. Rather this huge high-living
residential complex is encroaching the large waterbody.

A report on Bikramgarh Jheel is attached with it which presents the recent history and
research on this waterbody. It has been already sent to Mayor of Kolkata.

We appeal to stop this construction immediately and restore the Jheel to its previous
size. We invite all concerned to visit the site, meet the local community and save this waterbody
immediately.
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