World History Chapter 6 Questions/Identifications

Chapter 6 – Ancient Rome and Early Christianity

In answering the following questions, explain WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN, and WHY IMPORTANT in complete sentences.

Group 4

Section 1 – The Romans Create a Republic

1) The beginnings of Rome and its early republic


The Roman legend says that in 753B.C. Romulus and Remus built a city on the Tiber River because they wanted it to be close to where they were born.  In reality, no one knows when or who started Rome but it was built because of its strategic location and its fertile soil.  Between 1000-500B.C. the Latins, the Greeks, and the Etruscans inhabited the area and eventually battled for control, but between 750-600B.C. the Greeks settled and established 50 colonies on the coast of southern Italy and Sicily.  The city was important because it was one of the fastest growing cities in history.

The Early Republic

Around 600B.c. an Etruscan became king over Rome.  However, Rome was not controlled by the Etruscans cities.  Under the Etruscan kings Rome grew a lot.  They grew from a collection of hilltop villages to a city that nearly covered an area of 500 square miles.  This was important because Rome established the first Republic.

2) Rome’s conquests and wars (especially the Punic Wars).

Van Dyke

For hundreds of years after the founding of the republic, Rome sought to expand its territories through conquests and trade.  Th Romans defeated the Etruscans to their north and the Greeks to their south, and by 265b.c. They had control of all of Italy except the Po River Valley who had defeated Rome earlier in 390b.c.  Rome had different treatments for conquered territories.  Some became full citizens of Rome; Some had all the rights of Roman citizens except the right to vote, while still others were allies who could not form allies with other nations.  Between 264b.c.and 146b.c. Rome and Carthage fought three wars.  The first was for the control of Sicily, which lasted 23 years and ended in the defeat of Carthage.  Twenty-three years later, Hannibal marched an army of neatly 50,000 infantry, 9,000 Calvary, and 60 elephants from Spain across France and through the Alps to surprise Rome and avenge Carthage.  Losing more half his army, he won his greatest victory in Cannae in 216b.c.  Finally Scipio, in 202b.c. defeated Hannibal at Zama near Carthage in 149b.c.   In 146b.c., It was set on fire and its citizens were sold into slavery.  Rome went on to conquer Macedonia, Greece and parts of Anatolia.  By about 70b.c. Rome stretched from Anatolia to Spain.
Group 3

Section 2 – The Roman Empire Brings Change

The collapse of the Roman Empire (Caesar)

B. Wilder

#3 The Collaps of the Roman Empire

In 60 B.C. Julius Caesar joined forces with Crassus and Pompey. They ruled as a triumvirate, a group of three rulers in Rome.  Caesar was a strong leader and a genius at military strategy. Abiding by tradition, he served only one year as consul. He then appointed himself governor of Gual (now France). During 58-50 B.C., Caesar led his legions in a grueling but successful campaign to conquer all of Gual. Because he shared fully in the hardships of war, he won his men's loyalty and devotion. Here he speaks of rallying his troops in battle.  

M. Wiggins

#4: What was the Pax Romana and what was its characteristics

The Pax Romana was a period of peace and prosperity throughout the Roman Empire lasting from 27 B.C. to A.D 180.  Trade flowed over routes patrolled by Roman legions and ships.  Rome’s treasuries were enriched by gold and silver taken form conquered territories.

D. Solomon

# 5 Describe what life was like, for men and women, children, slaves, Gods, and entertainment, in Imperial Rome.

The life for women, children, slaves, Gods and entertainment was important part of the Imperial Empire. The eldest man was known as the paterfamilias, or “Father of the Family”. Roman women had become nearly the social equals of men. Romans favored boy children over girls. The earliest Romans worshipped powerful spirits or divine forces. Wealth and social status had made huge differences in how people lived. Slaves were a significant part of Roman life.

Men controlled the property and authority of all family members. The upper-class women ran the household and were given authority and respect. Boys would become citizens with the right to vote. Girls were not given these privileges. Slaves were important to the economy. The government and religion were used together. Entertainment was a pass-time and it was free to the Romans.

Group 1

Section 3 – The Rise of Christianity

3) Roman Jews

L Thomas

Roman Jews

The Jews were people who allied with the Romans and accepted their plans to “Romanize” Judaism. They revolted Roman influence that lasted for ten years. They also gave control of religious matters and local affairs to the Jewish court. The Romans were located in Rome. Around 63b.c. Roman power spread to Judea,   the home of the Jews. In A.D. 6, Rome finally took control of the Jewish kingdom and made it the province of Judea. The Jews were divided into 2 major factions: Zealots and Messiah

4) Jesus Teachings’ and Influence
N Brown

Jesus Teachings’ and Influences


Jesus was born in town of Bethlehem in Judea. When Jesus was thirty he began his public ministry. His teachings contained many ideas from Jewish tradition, such as monotheism, and the principles of the Ten Commandments. God’s personal relationship to each human being was emphasized by Jesus. He stressed the importance of people’s love for God, their neighbors, their enemies, and even themselves. Jesus preached from town to town. The main source of information about Jesus’ life and teachings are the Gospels, the first four books of the New testament of the Bible.
5) Christianity from cult to world religion

C. Wiggins

Christianity from cult to world.
Christianity is a religion that has spread all over the world because it embraced all people- men and women. Christianity embraced slave, the poor, and the nobles. Christianity gave hope to the powerless. Christianity appealed to those who were repelled by the extravagances of imperial Rome. Christianity offered a personal relationship with a loving god, and promised eternal life after death. Christianity is practiced all over the world. Christianity was spread between 6 B.C. and 396 A.D. this was the beginning of the Christianity religion.
Group 2

Section 4 – The Decline of the Roman Empire

6) A Century of Roman Decline

A. Tumblin


The Century of Roman Decline started in third century A.D. Roman treasuries, pirates, and hostile tribes took part in this decline. This decline took place in Rome, at the heart of its empire. The Roman Decline was important because there were no new sources of precious metals offer the richer people had bought them up. The government raised taxes in order to pay for the expenses. The taxes ran poor farmers from their land, and food and diseases developed. Commanders fought among themselves, which destroyed its economy.   
7) Attempts to reform Rome

8) Invaders from the North and East end the rule of Rome

Group 4

Section 5 – Rome and the Roots of Western Civilization

9) Legacy of Greco-Roman Civilization

10) Lasting Roman Achievements

