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Here's look at new football cards





Aerial blitzes expected as pass defenses are weak








Look for Strat-O-Matic pro football teams to strike frequently through the air in the new set of cards.  There are many good quarterbacks, again, while the passes defenses, for the most part, are weaker then in the golden days of defense. "The most exciting teams", says Warren Nowell, coeditor of the Review, should be the "Chargers, Packers and Cowboys".  All have lots of offense, but can be scored on. Washington presents the most vivid contrast on defense, however, as it in very poor on pass defense but virtually impossible to run against.





A check of the cards reveals that Washington, when it comes to defending against the run, has a "3, 12" reading on the traditional (since the pro game was revised last year) No.6. But, wait a minute. Look at the next number, the popular - “7” and you find a straight fumble chance.  Seldom, if ever, has that happened - having fumble chances and Nos. 6 and 7, and straight on 7.





Some other general observations gleaned from the now football cards by Warren and Jim Myers, an S-0-M gridiron buff who also lives in Otsego [both are members of a face-to-face league that drafts not only players but also specialty and team offense and defense cards) are:





*Dan Fouts of the Chargers, even though hurt and throwing only 340 posses, again has an exceptional passing card.  Against short pass defenses he has the obligatory interception chance an 11, a misfire on 10 and 12 and, guessed right, an incompletion and 3 and must run on 4. Everything also is a completion. He completed 63.2 percent of his attempts, though.





*Curt Warner of Seattle and Joe Cribbs of Buffalo, plus Walter Payton of the Beeps, probably have the best overall cards among the runners.  Ottis Anderson of St. Louis and Eric Dickerson of the Hams are good runners who have high fumble chances (Andersons 2-9; Dickerson; 2-10).





*Curtis Dickey, who gained over 1,000 yards for Baltimore, doesn't have a long gain on his running card. But he_has a number of them On the pass receiving side, including one an No. 10, flat-pass, guessed wrong.





* Both quarterbacks Joe Theismann of Washington and Baltimore’s Mike Pagel have outstanding running cards.  Theismann's end run features a 21-yard pickup an No. 4, short gain on No. 6 and 11 and two other I8- plus gallops, guessed wrong.  Pagel is even better, having gains of 32, 29 and 28 yards.





* For the defense, the real-life champions, the Los Angeles Raiders,


and San Francisco, have the best backfields, going by the numbers.  Los


Angeles, which has be at left end Howie Long), left outside linebacker


(Ted Hendricks) and right outside linebacker (Rod Martin), goes 6-4-6-6


with a unit of Lester Hayes, Mike Davis, Mike Haynes and Venn McElroy,


respectively.





* And the 49ers, even though they have but one 5 among the linemen


and 'backers, go 6-5-5-6 with Ronnie Lott, Carlton Williamson, Eric


Wright and Dwight Hicks.





* Conversely, Houston, which is rated poor against the run, has a short gain reading with no linebackers in the zone against all three types of rushes.





* Houston is one of five teams with poor run defenses; the others being Green Bay, Atlanta, Philadelphia and Kansas City.  Meanwhile, L.A. Raiders, Dallas and Washington have excellent run defenses.





* Dallas and Washington have porous pass defenses, with Dallas and


Green Bay rated poor and the 'Skins, Atlanta, Baltimore and San Diego


rated very poor.





* Overall, the running offensive cards seem weaker then in the recent post, but the defensive cards against the rush seem weaker, too.





There are some excellent field goal kicking cards, an ratings, with Ali Haji-Sheikh of the Giants having 2-10 readings on the first three distances, 2-6 from 23-32 yards and a solid 2-5 from 33-39. Raul Allegre of the Colts is even better, going 2-10 on first three distances, 2-9 From 23-32 and 2-6, 11 and 12 from 33-38. The 38 is unusual, though, as most have 39 as the longest distance.  An exception to that is Nick Lowery of Kansas City, who connects from 33-41 on 2-5.





* Among the receiving corps, Mark Duper of Miami has a super card as far as long gains. Duper has a long gain both ways on No. 7 on long pass, ditto for 10 and No. 11 on short pass and No. 12 on flat pass.  He has 13 long gain chances, guessed wrong, on long pass, plus another gain of 85 yards on No. 12, which would be the equivalent of smother long distance strike obviously.





* Others who can haul 'em in and turn 'em into long gains frequently are Mike Quick of Philadelphia [long gain an 7 and 10 on long pass, both ways), Willie Gault of Chicago (long gain on 6 and 8 on long pass) and James Lofton of Green Say (5 and 8, both ways, and No. 7 guessed wrong, all on long pass).  Lofton averaged 22.4 yards per catch.





*Cris Collingsworth of Cincinnati, Roy Green of St. Louis, Steve


Watson of Denver (No. 7 both ways is long gain on long pass) are other deep threats. 





* Washington, with its tremendous turnover chances an its defensive


cards, doesn’t have any offensive fumbles.  The 'Skins have 'the best interception card, with thefts on 2-8, l1, 12 with four men in the short pass zone and 2-11 with one player in the long pass zone.





* Philadelphia’s defense has one 5 [left and Dennis Harrison] and one 0 (linebacker Joel Williams), while everyone else is a 4.





* Seattle has only one punt returner and the some for- kickoffs.  But both Paul Johns (punts) and Zachary Dixon (kickoffs) have a touchdown


an No. 2.





* Andra Franklin of Miami is definitely a one-way threat. He carried the ball 224 times ... but never caught a pass.  He was given some


token yardage totals on flat pass, however, but the statistics at the bottom of the card are a long line of zeroes.





* Steve Bartkowski of Atlanta the best card for fewest intercetions, yielding 1.2 percent. Lynn Dickey of the Packers has a great throwing card, although it is marred by a 6.0 percent interception ratio.





Two cards were wrong for Dallas and Chicago.  On the flip side of the specialist card for Dallas the first cards had defensive ratings.  A corrected card was included, as was one for Chicago.

















