Phil 200 Spring 2009 -- Lubritz


Instructor: Mr. Lubritz

Office: Harris 2030.  Hours 10:00-11:00 Mon--Fri

Phone: 771-2929 ext. 308

email: glubritz@hotmail.com

TEXTBOOK:  We are not using the official text book.  All of or readings will be on my web page.    You are required to have the readings listed in the syllabus, they are our textbook.
They are available online at:

http://www.geocities.com/glubritz
1/14--16:  Introduction to the course and introduction to Plato

M 1/19:    MLK Jr. Day

1/21--23:  Plato, The Republic, "Book I"

1/26--30:  "Book I" of The Republic continued.


  Print Blackboard email to turn in on 2/2.

2/2--6:    QUIZ 1 and "Book I" of The Republic continued.

2/9--13:   "Book I" of The Republic continued.


  QUIZ 2

2/16--30: Thomas Aquinas, selections from The Summa Theologica on pleasure and natural law.

M 2/23:    Mardi Gras

2/25--27:  Thomas Aquinas continued.

3/2—6 :    Thomas Aquinas continued.

3/9--13:   Aquinas continued and TEST 1 (Mon. founders day, midterm week)

3/16--20:  Thomas Hobbes, selection from Leviathan.

3/23--27:  Spring Break

3/30--4/3: Thomas Hobbes continued.

4/6—8 :    Thomas Hobbes continued.


 TEST 2

F 4/10:    Second seder shel Pesach

4/13--17:  Contemporary reading(s) on Relativism (Wed deadline for dropping)

4/20--24:  Contemporary reading(s) on Relativism continued.

4/27--29:  Relativism continued (Fri Last Class)

4/30--5/1: Concentrated study period.

TEXTBOOK:  We will be using printouts instead of a standard textbook.  You are required to have the readings listed in the syllabus, they are our textbook.  

You are required to print them out (but don’t print all of them at once,  only the reading we are studying at that time).  Go to

http://www.geocities.com/glubritz

COURSE DESCRIPTION: We will read and thoroughly discuss a small number of philosophy texts written by some of the greatest philosophers in the western tradition.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  Are to see why philosophy is studied, why it is the kind of subject that even though it cant build a bridge or cure disease, it can actually be relevant and interesting.  

READING and HOMEWORK: I will expect that you are reading on schedule which means reading the assigned pages before the class when they are to be discussed.  Reading philosophy is different from reading anything else.  Chances are, you have never been asked to read as carefully and critically as we will in this class.  Reading philosophy always means rereading.  Ideally, you will read an assignment before class, consider what was said in class and read that same section again.  Then before the test another reading will be in order.  We will not be reading a large quantity of work if judged by the number of pages alone but, philosophy has to be read slowly so the amount of time spent reading makes up for the small number of pages read.

QUIZZES and TESTS.  There will two quizzes worth 25 points each, two TESTS worth 50 points each and a final exam also worth 50 points.  The final exam is not comprehensive, it is only on the last section of material.  The tests usually have you answering two questions but may have you answering just one question.  I will explain my grading more in class

GRADING is on a 10 point scale, 90's = A, 80's = B, 70's = C ....  I divide the number of points earned by the number of possible points.  

GRADING ESSAYS: My essay questions are OBJECTIVE.  I will never ask "Do you think that Plato was right when he said...?" because only you know what you think.  How could I grade that?  But I will ask you to "State Thrasymachus' definition of justice and explain Socrates' objection to that definition."  That has a factual, correct answer that appears in our reading.  In general expect questions that ask, "What are the reasons that Philosopher X gives in support of his theory?" and to  "Explain the objection against that theory and give X's reply to that objection."  These can be graded simply on the basis of accuracy (with the text) and thoroughness.  


So if I am not grading your opinions or your thoughts, then do they matter at all?  YES.  In class we want to discuss what we are reading and what we think about it.

ATTENDANCE: Attendance is expected.  I will pass around a sign-in sheet.

MAKE-UP TESTS for missed tests or quizzes will be allowed only when accompanied by a written, official, verifiable, and legitimate reason for the absence.   Make-up exams must be taken either before I return the graded exams or during midterm week or when we take the final exam.  The make-up exam or quiz may be different from the original, e.g., if the original test had you answer two out of three questions, the make-up may only have one question.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

After reading and discussing a particular philosopher, students will demonstrate the understanding and comprehension of that philosopher by taking an essay exam.  Students will demonstrate the ability to synthesize the material by clearly explaining the philosopher in the student's own language.  Students may demonstrate the ability to evaluate a philosopher or  philosophical issue by writing a critical paper. 
