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Harassment / Intimidation / Bullying
“Students who display aggressive behavior are often trying to gain control on their lives”
· Reduce activities which might be threatening to the student 

         Examples: announcing test scores aloud, making students read aloud,  

                           emphasizing the success of a particular student
· Reduce emphasis on competition and perfection.  Repeated failure and frustration may cause outbursts of physical aggression
· Do a “Think Sheet”   1) Identify the problem   2) Set a goal to solve the problem with strategies  3) Carry out the plan
· Limit the student’s independent movement in the school
· Make sure student understands the natural consequences of hurting other students
          Examples:  less freedom, more restrictive environment, assault charges, peers 

                             choose not to interact with him/her, exclusion, etc.
· Avoid arguing with the student and also avoid physical contact with the student who is likely to become physically aggressive
· Aggressive students must be taught: ( these can be modeled by teachers)
· To disagree with the idea, not the person
· To negotiate
· To discuss
· To compromise
· Acknowledge the student’s feelings, offer assistance, & suggest alternatives

· Peer mediations with Julie or Bill
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“If the only tool you have is a hammer, everything looks like a nail.”

· Provide student with optional courses of action in order to prevent total refusal to obey directives from teacher / others
· Be a consistent authority figure ( Rules, routine, & general expectations)
· Try not to immediately send the student to a time-out or office without trying to discover the real problem.  ** This may unintentionally encourage the behavior.  If the behavior does warrant removal though, be sure to tell the student that you and he/she WILL discuss this situation at a later date to resolve the problem
· Lessen competition in classroom.  Failure may cause anxiety, despair & defeat
· Do not escalate the situation or back yourself into a corner with a power struggle, wait until tempers have cooled
