PREVIOUS MEETING: MARCH 5TH 2006 

Tracy gave a very interesting and informative talk on growing mediums that are used in orchid culture. A copy of Tracy’s talk has been included in this newsletter for those of you who were unable to attend the meeting. 
Apologies: were received from Selwyn & Toni Krull, Stan Winson, Johan Gauché, Norma Murray and Gail Brill.
PLANT TABLE:

The result of members’ votes for the plants on display on the plant table was as follows:-

	Hybrids:
	1st
	Vanda Red Ball x Ascocenda Tubtim Velvet 4N
	-
	Robert & Tracy Moss

	
	2nd
	Ascocenda Peaches
	-
	Robert & Tracy Moss

	
	3rd
	Lc Mari’s Song
	-
	Mavis Downey

	
	
	
	
	

	Species:
	1st
	Aerangis Mystacidii
	-
	Robert & Tracy Moss

	
	2nd
	Polystachya concreta
	-
	Robert & Tracy Moss

	
	3rd
	Epidendrum porpax
	-
	Freda Steel


Raffle:
The plant on raffle, a Stanhopea jenischiana was won by Dot Norval. Congratulations and enjoy your plant.

GONUBIE GOSSIP: 

Shop News:
Hydroton potting medium and Hydroponica fertilizer are now in stock.
Please note the shop is only open on the day of the meeting from 14:15 to 14:40 if the meeting is held at Polly’s Tea Garden. You will be advised of the opening times if the meeting is held at another venue. These will be the only times that you will be assisted for items from the shop.

Library:
The library is now housed in a bookcase in Pioneer Nursery’s shop. So take a stroll before the meeting between 14h15 and 14h40, Mirle will be waiting to assist you.

Duty roster for 2006:

The duty roster for the remaining months of 2006 has been included as a separate insert with this newsletter.

NEXT MEETING – 2nd APRIL 2006 

Tracy will be giving a talk on various aspects of Cattleya culture, especially for beginners. 

As always please remember to bring your flowering plants and in particular your cattleyas so that they can form part of the talk.

Culture Tip for the month:
An often recommended harmless method of catching slugs and snails is to place slices of apple on top of your growing medium. The slugs and snails congregate underneath the apple and can be picked up and removed in the morning. However, bud-drop or flower-wilt may occur in the presence of the odour of apples. The cause of this is the ethylene gas released by this fruit. So never place apple slices on the growing medium of your spiking or flowering orchids and don’t stand your flowering plants close to a fruit bowl in your home.
GOS QUIZ:

APRIL’S QUESTION:

A Potinara is a complex hybrid between which genera?

MARCH’S ANSWER:

Bulbophyllum is one of the largest genera of orchids with over 1800 species and they can be described as weird and wonderful.
The first correct entry drawn and winner of a Ornithophora radicans was Mike Bond. Good luck with your plant.

Bulbophyllums are widespread through Africa, Australasia, East Asia and tropical America. They are best grown mounted but will also grow in shallow containers. They dislike being disturbed. The key to flowering them well is the maintenance of a minimum temperature of never below 13°C. Fertilise with ¼ strength fertilizer every second watering. 

Bulbophyllums vary greatly e.g. the smallest, B. globuliforme with pseudobulbs less than 3mm – the largest, B. fletcherianum with pseudobulbs the size of tennis balls and leaves of 90cm long.
The flowers are highly specialised to attract specific pollinators. Some flowers resemble the gaping mouths of baby birds, others are intended to mimic an open wound, while others have alluring movable lips. Some flowers emit foul odours reminiscent of dead rats or rotten pumpkins, while others have pleasant fragrances – the aroma of cloves, cinnamon or apples.

(Some information in this article courtesy of the Tygerberg Orchid Society.)

