PREVIOUS MEETING: JULY 3rd  2005 
Stan Wedge was welcomed by Tracy at the meeting and he then continued and gave a presentation on the exhibition of the Austrian Orchid Society he had attended from 5 – 15 March 2005 in Vienna, Austria. We were all amazed at how the Austrians can have an orchid show in the winter with snow all around. Thank you Stan for a most entertaining and humorous talk.
Apologies: were received from Yvonne Bond, Cynthia Hewson, Selwyn & Toni Krull, Cecil & Elsje Rautenbach, Trevor Steinke, Maureen Wells, Freda Steel and Shirley & Trevor Kreidemann.
PLANT TABLE: 

Members’ votes resulted in the following:
	Species:
	1st
	Oncidium ornithorhynchum
	-
	Jessica de Beer

	
	2nd
	Angraecum pusillum
	-
	Mavis Downey

	
	3rd
	Calanthe vestita
	-
	Mavis Downey

	Hybrids:
	1st
	Cymbidium Claude Pepper ‘Raroa’ 4N x Red Beauty ‘Princess Alberlina’ 4N
	-
	Robert & Tracy Moss

	
	2nd
	Cymbidium (Sleeping Beauty x lowianum) #2 x Dolly Featherhill 4N
	-
	Robert & Tracy Moss

	
	3rd
	Lc Mildred River x C Snow-blind
	-
	Mike & Yvonne Bond


Raffle:
The plant on raffle, an Epicat Matutima was won by Norma Murray. May you have good luck with your plant.

GONUBIE GOSSIP: 

Donations:
Thank you to Rina Rentzke for the book “Orchid Basics”. You can find this excellent book for beginners in our library.

The D.I.Y. tunnel has been purchased by Norma Murray as she gave the highest bid in the silent auction. Thank you to Ann & Alistair for the donation.

Thank you to Marie Turner for the cash donation of R25.00.

Duty Rosters:
Please complete and hand in your duty rosters for our show, either at the Nursery or to Johan at the next meeting at the latest. We need your help to make this show a success.

Shop News:

Please note that the shop will be open on the days and times below and this is the only time that you will be assisted:

23 July 2005 

14h00 – 16h00

3 September 2005 
09h30 – 16h30

4 September 2005 
09h30 – 12h30

Herb/Spice bottles:

We are once again needing empty herb and spice bottles.

NEXT MEETING - 7 AUGUST 2005:

Mavis Downey will give us a tour of her shade house, showing us her favourite orchids and giving us tips on how she grows them.

There will be a plant table and also remember to write the names of your flowering plants that you bring on a separate piece of paper for easy identification.

GOS QUIZ:

JULY’S ANSWER:

Cattleya warscewiczii is also known as Cattleya gigas. This name refers to the fact that Cattleya warscewiczii has the largest flowers in the genus. The flowers are 17 – 23 cm. You can find more information on this large and showy species in the SAOC 2004 yearbook, page 15.
The first correct entry drawn and winner of a Stelis Vulcanica was Ann Mackay. Good luck with your plant.

AUGUST’S QUESTION:

Define “selfing.”
LABELLING YOUR PLANTS: PART 2 (With ref. to AOS Bulletin March 1990)
Hybrids

Hybrids are made by crossing different orchids together. Hybridising is hoped to improve the plant in some way e.g. improved flower colour, shape or texture, reduce the overall size of the plant or to produce plants that will grow better in certain climates (e.g. warmth tolerant cymbidiums.) 
Lets look at the label, often hybrids are labelled with the genus name, followed by a capitalised name (e.g. Paphiopedilum St Swithin), instead of in lower case as for species. Sometimes a label will have the name of two orchids connected by a x. These are the two parents that have been crossed with each other to create the hybrid. Remember that when you purchase a cross you get lots of variations within the cross. You may be lucky and get an award winning plant or you could end up with an inferior plant

How do we distinguish an award winning plant from its brothers and sisters? This special plant will be given a “Cultivar” or “Clonal” name which will be in single quotation marks e.g. Blc Malworth ‘Orchidglade’.
All this information is important when it comes to purchasing plants. If you see a picture of a beautiful cattleya and you simply must have it, check the name. If the plant’s name is followed by a clonal name, then you must buy a mericlone of that specific plant to get the exact same as the picture. If you purchase a plant with the same name but without the clonal name, then you are getting the same cross, but the plant you have purchased will have a slightly different genetic composition, which means that when your plant flowers, it could be quite close to the original picture you saw or it could be a wild card and be totally different, e.g. Blc Malworth vs. Blc Malworth ‘Orchidglade’. 
