PREVIOUS MEETING: JULY 2nd  2006 

A big thank you to Leon Davies from Carolin Orchids in Port Elizabeth who gave an extremely interesting talk and slide show at the meeting. Also a big thanks to Ray & Cynthia Hewson for their hospitality and allowing us to use their home for the meeting.
Apologies: were received from Ann & Alistair Mackay, Trevor & Shirley Kriedemann, Johan Gauché, Maureen Wells, Lina Muller and Norma Murray.
PLANT TABLE:

What a stunning display this month!  Thank you to everyone who brought their orchids to share their beauty with us. The results of members’ votes for the plants on display were as follows:-

	Species:
	1st
	Dendrochilum bicallosum
	-
	Robert & Tracy Moss

	
	2nd
	Angraecum pusillum
	-
	Mavis Downey

	
	3rd 
	Bonatea speciosa
	-
	Mike Wigley


	Hybrids: 
	1st
	Phragmipedium Schroderea
	-
	Robert & Tracy Moss

	
	2nd
	Blc Almakee Tipmalee
	-
	Dot Norval

	
	3rd
	Blc Chia Lin ‘New City’
	-
	Stan Winson


Raffle:
The plant on raffle, a Masdevallia was won by Mavis Downey. Congratulations and enjoy your plant.

GONUBIE GOSSIP: 

Donations:

Thank you to Ray and Cynthia for the donation of the cymbidium plant and flower spikes.  The proceeds will go towards the 2006 National Show.

Shop News:

Please take note of the following open times:
12 August
 14:30 – 16:00

23 September
 09:00 – 16:30

24 September
 09:00 – 13:00

Remember it is coming up to repotting time.  Make sure you have stocks of potting mixes, pots, Kaptan, Physan etc.

GOS Show: 23-25 September 2006:
As previously advised the GOS show and repotting day will be held this year from 23 to 25 September. A duty roster is included for your completion and handing in to Tracy or Johan should you be willing to make yourself available to assist with the event. We need your help to make the show a success.
NEXT MEETING – 5th AUGUST 2006 
Our next meeting will be the planned Bus Trip to Port Elizabeth to visit Carolin Orchids. Make sure to take along jackets etc. in case of inclement weather. We will be departing at 06:15. Please meet in Pioneer Nursery’s car park at 06:00. Leon and Wendy will be providing us with lunch, but you are welcome to take along your own refreshments. 
To all the members who have paid a deposit of R50, please remember that the remaining R50 will be payable on departure.

Culture Tip for the month: 
With the lower humidity levels in winter and the hot days we have been experiencing lately, keep a watch for red spider mite as this is when they are most prevalent. Look for silvery areas on the undersides of your orchid leaves. Use Vertimec to control mites making sure you spray the undersides of the leaves.

Although Vertimec is effective against all stages of the mites’ life-cycle, its is best to follow up with a spray 7 – 10 days later.

GOS QUIZ:
AUGUST’S QUESTION:
One of Leon’s many beautiful slides featured a Burrageara. Which genera are hybridised to make up this complex hybrid?
JULY’S ANSWER:
Dendrobium speciosum is commonly known as the King Orchid or Rock Lily. This robust species from Australia often grows as a lithophyte. An easy to grow species with fragrant white – yellow flowers. This orchid will grow well mounted onto trees or rocks in the garden.

The first correct entry drawn and winner of a mini-Cattleya was Gordon Sonemann. Congratulations and good luck with your plant.

Revised Glossary for Orchidists continued:

	ADEQUATE HUMIDITY:
	This is a toughie. Let’s just say that if the plants are trying to crawl towards the kitchen sink, it’s probably too dry. On the other hand, if your spectacles fog up when you look at your flowers, chances are you’ve overdone it.

	BALANCED FRETILIZER:
	An orchid grower attempting to carry one tub of 30-10-10, one of 10-30-20, one of 18-18-18, a watering can and a measuring scoop all at the same time. 

	PEST:
	(a) Any number of insects likely to damage a plant

(b) Anyone who interrupts a repotting session.
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