GONUBIE ORCHID SOCIETY NEWSLETTER: JULY 2004

PREVIOUS MEETING: JUNE, 6th 2004
Eric welcomed Stan Wedge to the meeting who proceeded to give us an interesting talk and presentation on Rio de Janeiro, Brazil and the World Orchid Show held there in 1996. Stan as always kept our attention with lots of information and handy tips on how to grow and present orchids. Also a big thank you to Ray and Cynthia for their excellent hospitality as usual.

Apologies: were received from Ann & Alistair Mackay, Marietjie Jordaan, Wendy Foulds, Freda Steel and Maureen Wells.

New Members:
Eric extended a warm welcome to Lyn Shelley and Debbie Collins, a mother and daughter team, who joined us this month.

PLANT TABLE:
Stan did the honours and he selected the following:-

	Species:
	1st
	Dendrochilum bicallosum
	-
	Robert & Tracy Moss

	
	2nd
	
	-
	(None awarded)

	
	3rd
	Neobenthamia gracilis
	-
	Johan Gauché

	
	
	
	
	

	Hybrids:
	1st
	Bc Pastoral Innocence
	-
	Lina Muller

	
	2nd
	Blc Nachouchee “Mission Park”

&

C Bowringiana X Schomburgkia undulata
	-

-
	A tie between

Lina Muller

         &

Mavis Downey

	
	3rd
	Slc Bright Angel X L sincorana
	-
	Robert & Tracy Moss


Raffles:

The Cattleya hybrid on raffle was won by Shirley and Trevor Kriedemann while Johan Gauché won the Gomesa crispa that was raffled for the 2006 Show Fund. May you have joy from your plants.

NEXT MEETING – 04 July 2004 
The next meeting will take the form of a study and discussion of various species and Eric will take us through a CD in this regard. Please remember to bring pens and notepads to jot down the names of those plants you fancy. A catalogue will be available from Afri Orchids from which we intend to place an order.

GONUBIE GOSSIP: 

Just a reminder that we still require empty spice, herb or purity bottles, used oasis and orchid blooms. These arrangements will be sold to raise funds for the 2006 Show. Contact Tracy in this regard.

Thank you to Dot Norval for her donation of wine and whiskey which will be raffled for the 2006 Show fund.

A comment from Eric –

Do your orchids suffer from constipation?

The use of Epsom salts was discussed quite extensively at the last meeting. I would like to point out that the use of Epsom salts is not the magic ‘cure all’ for bad culture practices or incorrect feeding and if used too frequently and at high concentrations the results can be detrimental. Epsom salts only supplies one trace element, magnesium to plants. A strength of 25-50 parts per million of magnesium sulphate on a continuous basis will supply all the magnesium required by most orchids.

Check the fertilizer you are using. If this contains magnesium and you are feeding on a regular basis then additional doses of magnesium are hardly likely to help. However, if your fertilizer contains N.P.K. only and has no additional trace elements in it then your orchids will most certainly benefit from the occasional dose of Epsom salts.

Shop News:

The prices of some of the shop items have been revised. Please consult the price list on the back for the latest prices.

GOS QUIZ:

JUNE’S ANSWER:

The cockleshell orchid was known as Encyclia cochleata but has been renamed as Prosthechea cochleata. Posthechea is a new genus of about 100 species occurring from Mexico to Brazil. These species were originally placed in the genus Epidendrum and then in Encyclia but were reclassified because of their pseudobulbs and lips. Prosthechea cochleata is considered easy to grow. It requires bright indirect light, high humidity and good air movement.

The first correct entry drawn and winner of a Dendrochilum cobbianum was Johan Gauché. Good luck with the plant.

JULY’S QUESTION:

Cattleya, Dendrobium, Oncidium and Laelia. Name the odd one out and give the reason why (apart from the flower shape or growth habit).
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