PREVIOUS MEETING: JUNE 4th 2006 

The Beacon Bay shadehouse tour was thoroughly enjoyed by all. A big thank you to Dot and Freda for showing us how they are growing such beautiful orchids. Also lots of thanks to Carol and Willem for their hospitality and letting us have our tea and plant table at their home. Wow what a view! We all loved having tea overlooking the Nahoon Beach and river mouth.
Apologies: were received from Toni & Selwyn Krull, Trevor Steinke, Coleen & Errol de Villiers, Ann & Alistair Mackay, Stan Winson and Alvin & Marlene Peinke.
Visitors: A warm welcome to Alec & Liz Beck and Allistair & Anthea Scott who attended our meeting.
PLANT TABLE:

Thank you to everyone who brought their beautiful orchids to the meeting. The result of members’ votes for the plants on display was as follows:-

	Species:
	1st
	Aerangis coriacea
	-
	Robert & Tracy Moss

	
	2nd
	Polystachia pubescens
	-
	Robert & Tracy Moss

	
	
	
	
	

	Hybrids: 
	1st
	Lc Roebling ‘Blue Smoke’ x C Persian Blue ‘Winter Skies’
	-
	Mavis Downey

	
	2nd
	Lc Longriver Compton ‘Golden Star’
	-
	Mike & Yvonne Bond

	
	3rd
	Blc Chunyeah ‘Cu # 17’
	-
	Mike & Yvonne Bond


Raffle:
The plant on raffle, a Cattleya Portia ‘Coerulea’ was won by Desray Kretzmann. Congratulations and enjoy your plant.

GONUBIE GOSSIP: 

Donations:

Thank you to Marie Turner for the Cymbidium spike and Ray & Cynthia Hewson for the Zygopetalum that they donated. The proceeds will go towards the 2006 Show Fund.

National Show: White River: 4-10 September 2006:

The Show Committee for the National Show was appointed at a recent Committee meeting. This group namely, Robert & Tracy Moss, Ray & Cynthia Hewson, Johan Gauche, Rina Rentzke and Mike & Yvonne Bond, will be responsible for the planning and design of the GOS stand as well as travelling to White River and the building of the GOS display.

GOS Show: 23-25 September 2006:
The GOS show and repotting day will be held this year from 23 to 25 September. The display will be in lieu of the September meeting and is being held later this year due to the participation of the Society in the National Show.

This is an excellent opportunity to promote our Society and show off our plants. We need everyone’s help to ensure it’s a success. Start preparing your plants now for the National and GOS Shows.

NEXT MEETING – 2nd JULY 2006 
Leon Davies from Carolin Orchids in Port Elizabeth will give us a talk and slide show at our next meeting which will be held at the home of Ray & Cynthia Hewson. Not only is Leon currently the President of EPOS, but he is also one of the major orchid growers of the Eastern Cape and very knowledgeable regarding orchid culture. Leon and Wendy have attended many national and international orchid shows and his talks are really worth while attending as a lot can be learned from him.

Please remember to bring your flowering plants as we will be having a plant table.

As the meeting will not be held at Polly’s Tea Garden, arrangements have been made for the Society’s shop and library to be open at Pioneer from 13h30 to 14h00. Plant sales will also be attended to during this time.
Culture Tips for the month: 
· Are you growing our local indigenous orchids? Remember for best results you must recreate conditions as where they are found locally. Our rainfall is much less in winter and therefore you must water your indigenous orchids less during the winter months. They will respond well to very weak solutions of fertilizer applied in spring and summer.
· When tying up your cymbidium spikes it is best to do it at midday or on really warm days as this is when the spikes are most ‘pliable’ and less likely to be damaged by snapping off.
GOS QUIZ:
JULY’S QUESTION:
Which robust orchid species from Australia is commonly known as a Rock Lily or the King Orchid?
JUNE’S ANSWER:
Arundina graminifolia is commonly known as the Bamboo orchid. Arundina is a small genus of 8 terrestrial species occurring from Northern India across Asia to the Pacific Islands. Its reed-like stems give it a bamboo-like appearance. The flowers range from shades of purple to white, but unfortunately only last a day or two. An easy to grow specie which can be grown in the garden in East London. The flowers are produced in such numbers that the plant always seems to be in bloom. In Hawaii Arundina graminifolia colonizes old lava flows to such an extend that it has been classified a weed.
The first correct entry drawn and winner of a Prostechea prismatocarpum was Freda Steel. Congratulations and good luck with your plant.[image: image1.png]



