PREVIOUS MEETING: MAY 1ST 2005 
Pierre and Colette Hendricks have explored the world’s jungles in search of orchids and Pierre gave a fascinating presentation on some of the orchid species which can be found in the forests of Central America, giving us an insight to the tremendous diversity – from the tiny 2cm Platyspele compacta to the large and showy Sobralias and also the extremely rare.
Apologies: were received from Ray & Cynthia Hewson, Ann & Alistair Mackay, Johan Gauché, Norma Murray, Cecil & Elsje Rautenbach and Peter Foulds.

PLANT TABLE: 

Unfortunately we ran out of time and were unable to discuss the lovely plants on the table. Members’ votes resulted in a three way tie in both categories and Pierre was asked to cast the deciding votes. The results were as follows:
	Species:
	1st
	Doritis pulcherrima
	-
	Robert & Tracy Moss

	
	2nd
	Laelia anceps
	-
	Jessica de Beer

	
	3rd
	Prosthechea cochleata
	-
	Mavis Downey

	Hybrids:
	1st
	BLC Mem Susan Hawkins ‘Burdekin’
	-
	Robert & Tracy Moss



	
	2nd
	Phal Sonya x Giathong
	-
	Robert & Tracy Moss

	
	3rd
	Dendrobium phalaenopsis Thailand Beauty
	-
	Lina Muller


Raffle:
The plant on raffle, an Epicat Matutima was won by Suneya Harvey. Enjoy your plant.

GONUBIE GOSSIP: 

Donation:

Thank you to Carol van Niekerk for the donation of Bromeliads which are being sold at the nursery and have raised R215.00 thus far.

Library:

There are four new extremely informative books in the library, namely Intriguing Masdevallias, Orchids of Africa, Growers manual on Angracoid orchids and Growers manual on Paphiopedilums.

Shop News:
Please note: 
The shop will be open on Saturday, 28 May 2005 from 14h30 – 16h00 instead of 5 June 2005. 

SAOC raffle:
The SAOC raffle plant, a Vanda Pat's Delight was won by Mrs Roma Lewies from Die Vlakte Orchid Society.

EPOS show dates: For those who are interested to go- 10 to 12 June 2005.

NEXT MEETING – 5 JUNE 2005 

Mike Wigley will give a slide show presentation on our indigenous, epiphytic orchids growing in their natural habitat in Natal.
There will be a plant table so please bring your flowering plants and remember to write the name of your plants on a separate piece of paper which must be given to the person on duty at the plant table for easy identification.

GOS QUIZ:

MAY’S ANSWER:

The missing words were:

Paphiopedilum Saint Swithin is a (1) primary hybrid. This means that both parents are (2) species. The parents of P.Saint Swithin are (3) rothschildianum X (4) philippense.

There were no correct answers for May’s quiz.
JUNE’S QUESTION:

What does it mean when we refer to an orchid as being “monopodial”? Give an example of a monopodial genus.

Labelling of your plants
Species – (occurs naturally in nature)

The name of an orchid species is always made up of two Latin terms, the first one capitalised and the second one in lower case letters. The first of the two Latin terms is the name of the genus e.g. Cattleya, Oncidium or Paphiopedilum.

Orchid species are placed into different groups according to the way they have evolved genetically. These different groups are knows as genera (plural for genus).

The second term is the name of the species within the genus. The second term is normally an adjective describing the species or its habitat e.g. Cattleya violacea (violacea referring to the violet-like colour of the flower).
Sometimes a third Latin term is added e.g. Paphiopedilum philippense var. roebbelinii. This is a further division of the species and refers to a distinct population within the species that occurs naturally in the wild, often with different characteristics e.g. flower colour could be darker or lighter, sepals twisted or straight. (To be continued).
