PREVIOUS MEETING: MAY 7th 2006 

Loads of fun was had by all in our “Quiz with a difference” and we managed to still learn a lot about orchids in the process. Congratulations to the “G”-team, who really kicked dust in the other teams’ eyes, but there were no losers as everybody got a little present each.
Apologies: were received from Mirle Atkinson, Babe & Mike Victor, Ray Hewson, Norma Murray and Trevor Steinke.
PLANT TABLE:

Thank you to everyone who brought their beautiful orchids to the meeting. The result of members’ votes for the plants on display was as follows:-

	Species:
	1st
	Oncidium ornithorhyncum
	-
	Lina Muller

	
	2nd
	Prostechea fragrans
	-
	Robert & Tracy Moss

	
	3rd
	Prostechea cochleata
	-
	Mavis Downey

	Hybrids: 
	1st
	Cattleya Portia ‘Gloriosa’
	-
	Robert & Tracy Moss

	
	2nd
	Dendrobium phalaenopsis Thailand Beauty
	-
	Lina Muller

	
	3rd
	Zygopetalum hybrid
	-
	Robert & Tracy Moss


Raffle:
The plant on raffle, a Bl Morning Glory was won by Dot Norval. Congratulations and enjoy your plant.

GONUBIE GOSSIP: 

Bus Trip to Visit Carolin Orchids
We are planning a visit to Leon Davies of Carolin Orchids in Port Elizabeth on 5 August 2006. The cost to members is R100.00 per person, excluding refreshments. Interested members must please pay a deposit of R50.00 to Cynthia at the next meeting.

NEXT MEETING – 4th JUNE 2006 
Please note that the meeting will not be held at Polly’s Tea Garden, but the Society’s shop and library will be open at Pioneer from 13h45 to 14h20 and Rina will also be available to assist with plant sales during this time. There will be some lovely plants on sale from Van Rooyens, including Cattleyas, Vandas, Dendrobium, Phalaenopsis and a new release Asconopsis Irene Dobkin – a hybrid between Ascocenda and Phalaenopsis.
We are then going on a Beacon Bay shade house tour, visiting Dot Norval and Freda Steel and will round off the afternoon having tea with a view at Carol and Willem van Niekerk’s home. We will be departing in convoy from Pioneer at 14h30 sharp. It is suggested that Gonubie members share lifts from Pioneer to facilitate parking. 

All those members who want to go directly to Dot’s home, her address is 

no. 4 Rocklands Road in Beacon Bay, but please be there by no later than 14h45.
Please remember to bring your flowering plants as we will be having a plant table.

Culture Tip for the month:
We tend to over water our plants during winter. Remember to be guided by your potting medium, if peat or sphagnum moss are added to your bark mixture then your medium will take longer to dry out and will not require as much watering. If your medium is kept too wet, the roots can rot and your plants will start to wilt because they cannot absorb all the water. 
Signs of over watering:
· Wilting

· Excessive yellowing and dropping of leaves

· The areas around the base of your plant blacken.

Remedy:

· Reduce your watering

· Examine your plant’s roots and remove all mushy and decaying roots. Dust with Kaptan. Repot the plant with fresh growing medium.

· Increase the number of drainage holes in your pots.
GOS QUIZ:
JUNE’S QUESTION:
Which orchid is commonly known as the Bamboo Orchid?
MAY’S ANSWER:
The genus name Epidendrum is derived from two Greek words, epi and dendron, meaning “upon trees”. It is an extremely large genus with approximately 1000 species, found from Florida to Argentina. This genus is still subject to frequent name changes and it is often hard to know which name to use for certain species. A diverse genus, some species have pseudobulbs while many have elongated reedlike stems, some plants can grow to a metre high while others only grow 10mm.
The first correct entry drawn and winner of an Ornithophora radicans was Mike Wigley. Congratulations and good luck with your plant.

Revised Glossary for Orchidists continued:

	COMPACT GROWER:
	Can be counted on not to take over the entire growing area.


	VIGOROUS GROWER:
	Stock up on plant stakes and 18” pots. A machete would help too. 

	MINIATURE:
	“Is that the flower or an insect?”



(Courtesy of AOS Bulletin June 1988.)
