PREVIOUS MEETING: FEBRUARY, 6th 2005 
Ray, being the Acting President welcomed both members and visitors to the first meeting in 2005 and said he hoped all had a good festive season. It being the AGM, he continued and gave a brief overview of the activities of the Society in 2004. He also thanked everyone for their contributions to the Society during the past year.

At the request of the Acting President, Alistair tabled the financial statements of the Society and elaborated thereon. On the proposal of Toni Krull, seconded by Lina Muller, the reports of the Acting President and the Treasurer were accepted and approved.

The election of members to serve on the Management Committee were then placed before the meeting and the following persons were elected/re-elected for 2005:-

	President:
	Tracy Moss

	Vice-President:
	Ray Hewson

	Treasurer:
	Cynthia Hewson

	Secretary:
	Johan Gauché

	Shopkeeper
	Robert Moss

	Librarian:
	Lina Muller

	Refreshments:
	Yvonne Bond

Rina Rentzke

	CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU ALL!


The members agreed also that the Committee be requested to investigate the acquisition of a mobile bookcase for the Librarian.

It was also agreed that apart from members on tea duty at a meeting other members will assist with duties such as door duty, raffles, the plant table, etc. A roster for the year is included herein.

Apologies: were received from Mike and Baby Victor.

PLANT TABLE:

The plant table will in future be adjudicated by vote and it was stressed that members must have been the owner of a particular plant for at least 6 months or longer to enter it for adjudication. The result of the plant table was as follows:-

	Hybrids:
	1st
	Phal. Salie Beauty x Auckland x Pal. Gold Sun ‘Yellow King’
	-
	Robert & Tracy Moss

	
	2nd
	Odontocidium Purbeck Gold
	-
	Lina Muller

	
	3rd
	Bl Mem Bernice Foster
	-
	Selwyn & Toni Krull

	Species:
	1st
	Cat. Bi-color var Brasiliensis
	-
	Robert & Tracy Moss

	
	2nd
	Ornithophora radicans
	-
	Mavis Downey

	
	3rd
	Angreacum sacciferum
	-
	Robert & Tracy Moss


GONUBIE GOSSIP: 

Shop News:
Some changes have been effected to the prices of some items in stock. Please consult the price list on the back page hereof.

Plant Auction:
A very successful plant auction was held at our AGM and R1654.00 was raised for the Society. A big thank you goes to all the members who donated plants and other items for the auction and also to Selwyn Krull who kept people bidding and Cynthia for keeping score of the highest bids and to whom it was awarded.

NEXT MEETING – 6th MARCH 2005 

Each of us has a myriad of techniques and ideas that we have come up with to solve particular problems that arise in our orchid collections. Bring along an idea or special innovation that you can share with our members…. Nothing is too simple. Tracy and Ray will get the ball rolling but after that we ask you to participate by sharing ideas and advice.

There will be a plant table so remember to bring your flowering plants.

GOS QUIZ:

MARCH’S QUESTION:

Which genera are hybridised to make up the complex hybrid Colmanara?

FEBRUARY’S ANSWER:

The vanilla orchid has a vine like growth habit. The first correct entry drawn and winner of an Epidendrum Imatophyllum was Mike Wigley. Congratulations and good luck with your plant.

Did you know Vanilla Planifolia is native to Mexico. It is grown commercially in Reunion and other Indian Ocean islands where 1,5 billion vanilla flowers are hand pollinated yearly for production of 2000 tons of processed vanilla. There are approximately 50 species, some of which have vines which can grow up to 30 metres long. 

Culture Tips:
They require bright light, but no direct sun during the hottest part of the day. Grow in Airley Farm’s potting mix to which some peat and bonemeal should be added. Vanilla is a heavy feeder and should be fertilized regularly with Chemicult No. 1. They are also vigorous growers and need a sturdy support e.g. trellis. In warm, sheltered gardens vanillas can be trained up a tree. They are easily propagated from cuttings. A plant worth cultivating for its curiosity value and certainly a conversation piece.

