PREVIOUS MEETING: APRIL 6th 2006 

Tracy gave a very interesting and informative talk on the various aspects of Cattleya culture, especially for beginners. 

Apologies: were received from Johan Gauché, Babe & Mike Victor, Trevor & Shirley Kriedemann, Desray Kretzmann and Norma Murray.
PLANT TABLE:

Thank you to everyone who brought their beautiful orchids to the meeting. There were so many beautiful Cattleyas on the table that a special category for Cattleyas was created. The result of members’ votes for the plants on display was as follows:-

	Species:
	1st
	Dendrochilum magnum
	-
	Mavis Downey

	
	2nd
	Stenoglottis longifolia
	-
	Lina Muller

	
	3rd
	Brassia verrucosa
	-
	Lina Muller


	Hybrids: 
	1st
	Vanda tricolour var suavis x 
Vanda coerulea
	-
	Lina Muller

	
	2nd
	Dendrobium Diane Shimanze x 
Den Waianae Blush
	-
	Robert & Tracy Moss

	
	3rd
	Phal Mari Watamabe x P Luchia lady x P Hsinying Lip
	-
	Robert & Tracy Moss



	Cattleyas:
	1st
	Blc Almakee Tipmalee
	-
	Mavis Downey

	
	2nd
	Cat. Portia
	-
	Robert & Tracy Moss

	
	3rd
	Cat guttata x Cat Chocolate Drop
	-
	Mike & Yvonne Bond


Raffle:
The plant on raffle, an Epidendrum prismatocarpum (this orchid has now been renamed as Prosthechea prismatocarpum) was won by Lina Muller. Congratulations and enjoy your plant.

GONUBIE GOSSIP: 

New Member:
A warm welcome to Gordon Sonemann who has joined us this month, may you enjoy your membership of the Society.
Shop News:
Please note the shop is only open on the day of the meeting from 14:15 to 14:40 if the meeting is held at Polly’s Tea Garden. You will be advised of the opening times if the meeting is held at another venue. These will be the only times that you will be assisted for items from the shop.

NEXT MEETING – 7th MAY 2006 
What’s happening? It’s a surprise. Come along for some fun!
You may even win a prize!

As always please remember to bring your flowering plants for the plant table.
Culture Tips for the month:
· Dendrobiums nobile and kingianum must get as much light as possible now and also stop watering them. They must be kept dry during winter in order for them to bloom in spring.
· Make sure you stock up on stakes – your cymbidiums should be spiking now. It is best to start staking as soon as the spikes appear.

GOS QUIZ:
MAY’S QUESTION:
The genus name Epidendrum is derived from two Greek words, epi and dendron. What is the meaning of these two words which is a good descriptive term for these mostly epiphytic orchids?
APRIL’S ANSWER:
Potinara = Brassavola x Cattleya x Laelia x Sophronitis

The first correct entry drawn was that of Yvonne Bond who won herself a Cattleya Palin Fantasy x Ctna Keith Roth. Congratulations and good luck with your plant.
Revised Glossary for Orchidists:

The beginner orchid grower might need some help navigating the vague and ambiguous phrases in most culture books:
	EASY TO GROW:
	Almost sure to bloom at least once during your lifetime.



	A CHALLENGE:
	Will probably never flower but will survive if given a special diet, a vacation in Tahiti and its own valet.



	FUSSY:
	Only a masochist would buy this one
.


(To be continued next month. Courtesy of AOS Bulletin June 1988.)
