PREVIOUS MEETING: OCTOBER 2nd  2005 
Tracy reported that the mini show had been an overwhelming success as the society has doubled its turnover compared to previous years. She thanked members for their efforts, loaning material, equipment and flowering plants as well as volunteering their time for setting up and being available for duty at the show.

Ray reported that although final calculations have not been made the nett profit would be in the region of R5000.00 which would go towards the fund for attending the National Show in 2006.

Robert Moss then gave us a most interesting and informative talk on Phalaenopsis and how he grows them. Some excellent specimens of the plants he grows were on display and were admired by all.
Apologies: were received from Stan Winson and John & Beryl Nicholls.

Visitors: Tracy extended a warm welcome to Sandra, Terry & Heather de Souza and Alvin & Merle Pienke who were attending our meeting as visitors.

PLANT TABLE: 

Members’ votes resulted in the following:
	Species:
	1st
	Dendrobium lindleyi
	-
	Johan Gauche

	
	2nd
	Ansellia africana ‘Tiger stripes’
	-
	Robert & Tracy Moss

	
	3rd
	Jumelia arachnantha
	-
	Johan Gauche

	Hybrids:
	1st
	Bl Morning Glory
	-
	Robert & Tracy Moss

	
	2nd
	Lc Nora’s Melody
	-
	Mavis Downey

	
	3rd
	Asco. Grant Gold x Asco. Kultana Gold
	-
	Dot Norval


Raffle:
The plant on raffle, an Angraecum pusillum was won by Terry de Souza. Congratulations and enjoy your plant.

NEXT MEETING: 6 NOVEMBER 2005
A “hands-on” workshop will be held. You need to bring an empty 2 litre ice cream container and a 2 litre clear plastic cold drink (coke type) bottle with you. Have you guessed what we will be doing?

There will be a plant table, so please bring your flowering plants.
GONUBIE GOSSIP: 

Library Books:

All outstanding library books must please be returned to Lina at the next meeting.
New Members

A warm welcome to John & Beryl Nicholls, Gail Brill, Colleen & Errol de Villiers and Franswa & Marianna Stassen, all new members who joined us this month. We hope you will grow beautiful orchids with us.
GOS Subscriptions:

Subs have to be paid over to the SAOC at the beginning of 2006 and we therefore request that you please give us your dues at the next meeting. The subscription is presently R120.00 per annum.

End of Year function

A 4-course luncheon has been arranged at the Blue Waters Lodge in Gonubie, the cost is R35.00 per person. Directions will be given in the next newsletter. Please book with and pay Cynthia at the next meeting. Friends and family are welcome. There is a cash bar available so any beverages will be for you own account.

Shop News:

Remember this is the last opportunity to obtain stock from the shop until February 2006. So make sure you buy all that you will require until then.
GOS “Lotto” tickets:

Remember this meeting is the last one where you can still purchase tickets for the draw which will be held at our end of year function.

Social Outing: 18 September 2005 as told by Toni Krull
We all left in convoy (on time) so we had the whole afternoon to admire the clivias and orchids. The clivias are grown in black bags and then the farmer plants them back into the wooded slopes that he has set aside for this purpose. What a sight to see as they were mostly in bloom and there were hundreds!!
Then on to the orchid walk – in a ravine – totally untouched nature – how lovely. Apart from the beautiful trees and ferns that kept our attention, the orchids – 7 different species – were spotted growing on the trees, rocks and as terrestrials. I have never seen nor expected to see such a vast number of indigenous orchids growing in such a small area.
The farm itself is an eye opener as it has a hoard of interesting bits and pieces in the sheds and as far as the fruit orchards that we walked through – well all I can say is –DON’T MISS THE NEXT ONE!

Culture tip for the month
Dendrobium nobiles’ are making new growths now. Stake these new growths as soon as they appear to keep them upright and tidy.

GOS QUIZ:

OCTOBER’S ANSWER:

Phalaenopsis gigantea is the largest species in the genus. It is endemic to Borneo and is known as “Elephant Ears” because of its extremely large leaves which are over 70 cm long and 25 cm wide. The flowers are not all that striking but are sweetly scented. This species has a reputation of being very slow growing in cultivation.

The first correct entry drawn and winner of a Ornithophora radicans was Mike Bond. Good luck with your plant.

NOVEMBER’S QUESTION:

Name the orchid whose flower has been depicted here:
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