PREVIOUS MEETING: SEPTEMBER 5th  2004 
Eric continued his talk on general orchid culture with a demonstration and explanation of the pollination of orchids. He also elaborated on the culture and growing conditions required by Paphiopedilums.
Apologies: were received from Marietjie Jordaan, Wendy Foulds, Lina Muller, Jessica de Beer and Toni Krull.
Visitors: The several visitors who were present at the meeting were heartily welcomed by Eric.

PLANT TABLE: 

We again had an extra category for Cymbidiums.
	Species:
	1st
	Dendrochilum cobbianum
	-
	Mavis Downey

	
	2nd
	Phaius tankervilleae
	-
	Peter & Wendy Foulds

	
	3rd
	Dendrobium speciosum
	-
	Robert & Tracy Moss

	Cymbidiums:
	1st
	Mighty Mouse ‘Minnie’ x (Red beauty x Coraki)
	-
	Eric Dodd

	
	2nd
	Rocky Creek Tregarthan AM/SAOC
	-
	Ray & Cynthia Hewson

	
	3rd
	Red Panther ‘Rajah’s Ruby” x Mighty Mouse ‘Minnie’ 4N
	-
	Ray & Cynthia Hewson

	Hybrids:
	1st
	Lc Nora’s Melody
	-
	Mavis Downey

	
	2nd
	Blc Bryce canyon x (Sylvia Fry x Purity)
	-
	Johan Gauché

	
	3rd
	Phal. Leopard Princess “Taipei” x Ho’s French Fantasia “Maple bridge”
	-
	Johan Gauché


Raffle:
Eric Dodd won the Cattleya loddigesii that was on raffle. We hope you have lots of enjoyment from your plant.

NEXT MEETING: MINI SHOW AND POTTING DEMONSTRATION:

 24-26 SEPTEMBER 2004
Our Mini Show and Potting Day to be held on 24 – 26 September 2004 will take the place of our normal October meeting. Please bring any plants in flower for the display. The more the merrier!
NB: Plants must be brought to the nursery on Wednesday, 22 September by no later than 17h00. Should Wednesday be inconvenient for anyone, please contact Tracy to make alternative arrangements. The public are going to be invited to vote for their favourite plant. The owner of the orchid with the most votes will win an orchid prize.

Remember to bring along any duplicates in your collection that you would like to sell.

New members are welcome to bring along their plants for re-potting and advice on Saturday, 25 September. If you intend to pot up your own plants, please remember to bring your own equipment i.e. cutters, knives, jik (or similar sterilizing liquid), container (to decant jik into) old newspaper, dish to wash hands in, refuse bags, gloves, wire twistees, etc. After all the best way to learn is to do it yourself. You are also welcome just to come and watch “the old hands” doing their thing, any moral assistance would be welcomed.
The shop will be open for members all day on Saturday, 25 September.
Enclosed is an updated duty roster.

GONUBIE GOSSIP: 

Donations:
Thank you to Marie Turner for her cash donation.

End of Year Function:
The Committee welcomes any suggestions for our end of year function to be held on 5 December 2004.

Gonubie “Lotto”:

Remember you only have October and November to buy tickets for our bumper draw to be held at the end of year function. Tickets are R5.00 and you could  win some really great plants!

GOS QUIZ:
SEPTEMBER’S ANSWER:

Paphiopedilum bellatulum.
Native to Myanmar, Thailand and South-west China, this species is prized for its large round white flowers covered with large purple spots, flowering in spring and early summer.

It may be found growing under light shade in rock crevices.

Paphiopedilum bellatulum has been widely used in hybridising for its round, overlapping shape. In cultivation this species flowers well if provided with cool night temperatures.

The first correct entry drawn and winner of a Dendrobium nobile hybrid was Baby Victor.

“Paphiopedilum orchids are also known as lady slipper orchids. This common name has been handed down through generations, but where does it come from? As the Romans travelled and conquered many lands they were appreciative of the stories and legends of the people they encountered, in particular the Greeks and their mythological adventures. They were especially enthralled by the Greek goddess, Aphrodite, who they ‘borrowed’ from the Greeks and renamed Venus.
On the island of Cyprus there is a town called Paphos. According to Greek mythology this is close to where the Greek god of wine, Bacchus, held court. Amongst his entourage he had many beautiful young maidens. One day a visiting minor god, Orchis, had a little too much of his friend’s hospitality and was unwise enough to pay more than a passing interest in one of the young maidens present. Bacchus took exception and promptly had Orchis chopped into little pieces, which were scattered far and wide. Where ever a piece of the unfortunate Orchis landed, an orchid grew. The final portion of the poor young man’s masculinity was thrown into the sea and from its union with the foaming waves Aphrodite was born. She stepped from the sea near the town of Paphos, which derives its name from Paphinia, which is another Greek name for Aphrodite.
There is an interesting play on words of ‘paphio’ for Aphrodite and ‘pedilon’, the Greek word for sandal, which when translated would roughly mean the slipper of Aphrodite or as the Romans called her, Venus. Thus the lady in question was the daughter of the father of all orchids, Orchis, and as such the Paphiopedilum is just one of the thousands of genera of orchids in the world today.”(Courtesy of the Tygerberg Orchid Group newsletter July 2004).
OCTOBER’S QUESTION:

Paphiopedilum species are often difficult to hybridise. Please explain why.
