GONUBIE ORCHID SOCIETY NEWSLETTER: SEPTEMBER 2004

PREVIOUS MEETING: AUGUST 1st, 2004
Eric gave a talk on general orchid culture, showing us examples of orchid seed germinated in a flask in agar. He highlighted the various growing conditions that will affect the flowering of a plant.

We trust that you enjoyed the opportunity of purchasing new plants for your collection at the last meeting. We are continuing to look for new sources of orchids and have them for sale at our meetings.
Visitors:  Eric welcomed Mike & Babe Victor, Trevor Steinke and Stan Winson to the meeting.

PLANT TABLE:

We again had an extra category for cymbidiums.
	Species:
	1st
	Ansellia Africana
	-
	Freda Steel

	
	2nd
	Paph Insigne var. Sanderae
	-
	Robert & Tracy Moss

	Cymbidiums:
	1st
	One Tree Hill “Johns Quest”
	-
	Robert & Tracy Moss

	
	2nd
	Floripink (Feline)
	-
	Lina Muller

	
	3rd
	Rocky Creek Tregarthan AM/SAOC
	-
	Ray & Cynthia

 Hewson

	Hybrids:
	1st
	Vanda Fuchs Fuschia X Vanda Coerulea
	-
	Dot Norval

	
	2nd
	Paph Fairburn callosum X Winston Churchill
	-
	Jessica & Martin de Beer

	
	3rd
	BLC Ermine Lines FCC
	-
	Johan Gauché


Raffle:

Trevor Steinke won the plant on raffle i.e. Cookara Tropical Snowflake. Good luck with your plant.

NEXT MEETING – 05 September 2004 

Eric will continue his talk on basic orchid culture.

GONUBIE GOSSIP: 

Web Site:
Johan has finished a web site for the Society and those who have internet access can visit it at http://www.geocities.com/gonubieorchids/.  It is still under construction and with time more information will be available online.

Mini Show and Potting Day 24 – 26 September 2004

Duty Roster:
A duty roster for the mini show and potting day is enclosed. A BIG THANK YOU to all members who have volunteered to assist. However, assistance is still required for Friday and Sunday morning. The potting day and mini show only happens once a year. A little extra effort from all our members would be appreciated. After all, at the end of the day it’s the members who benefit.

Plant Sales:
Members are welcome to bring any duplicate plants in their collections to our “Plants for Sale Table”. GOS will add 10% to your price for Society funds. Please ensure that the plants you want to sell are established and healthy.

Show Planning:
To assist us with space required etc, it would be appreciated if members could give us an indication of (a) how many flowering plants you will have for the show display and (b) how many plants you have which you intend to sell.

GOS QUIZ:

August’s answer:

The answer of Freda Steel quoted hereunder, was judged the most detailed and complete which won her a Maxillaria praestans. Enjoy your plant Freda.

“Frederick Sanders was one of the most distinguished nurserymen of the Victorian era, the man they called the Orchid King. The firm of Sander’s & Sons from St. Albans rose to rival the most influential commercial orchid establishments. His huge nursery was one of the largest in Britain. By the end of the 19th Century he maintained a cadre of professional collectors living abroad, sending huge consignments of orchids, sometimes thousands at a time, back to England to meet the demand of orchid growers. When he heard of a legendary red Phalaenopsis he dispatched Robbelin a collector to find it. In 1881 Robbelin arrived at an island in the Philippines named Davae and was met with hostility by the natives who had brightly, golden yellow dyed hair and noticed the Phalaehopsis stuck in their hair. He managed to strike up a friendship and exchanged gifts in return for being shown where the orchid was growing. The plants eventually arrived in England and were named Phalaenopsis Sanderiana. The flowers however were never red but a pale rosy pink.

Another of Sander’s collectors in New Guinea found tribesman who decorated the bones of their dead with the finest orchids, which continued to grow, roots attached to the bones. This is how Dendrobium schroderianum arrived at the salesroom in London. The plants were sold as one lot and purchased by the Hon. Walter Rothschild in whose collection they remained for many years.

Just after the turn of the 20th Century, orchids seem to fall out of fashion and many of the Sander’s collectors wrote bitterly to him complaining about his failure to send letters of credit to firms abroad on their behalf so that they could buy provisions and more importantly, orchids (letters to F. Sanders Kew). Most of those who lived resigned from his employ.

The firm of Sander’s and Sons flourished through three generations of the same family before finally closing down in 1962.

The need to keep track of the large numbers of hybrids produced was instrumental in the publication of F. Sander’s Orchid Guide (1901) which later developed into Sander’s List of Orchid Hybrids (1906). Today the Royal Horticultural Society registers all new orchid hybrids and publishes them regularly in major orchid periodicals and every five years in Sander’s Complete List of Orchid Hybrids.”

September’s question:

Identify the following orchid(Provide common name and botanical name):
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