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Doctrinal & Position Statements
The Bible

The Bible is the inspired Word of God, the written record of His supernatural revelation of Himself to man, absolute in its authority, complete in its revelation, final in its content, and without any errors in its teachings. 

Nature of Man

All men in their natural state are lost, alienated from God, spiritually dead: “All have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). 

Salvation

Salvation is only by grace, a free gift of God, through faith in the Lord Jesus, who died for our sins according to the Scriptures (1 Cor. 15:3). Those who thus receive Christ by faith have their sins forgiven (Eph. 1:7), their hearts cleansed (Acts 15:9), are born of the Spirit, become children of God (Jn. 1:12, 13), and are made new creatures in Christ (II Cor. 5:17). 

One Triune God

God is One God, Who reveals Himself in three Persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Jesus Christ, as the Scriptures affirm, is the Son of God and Son of man. He was born of a virgin and is Himself very God. The Scriptures also declare the deity and personality of the Holy Spirit. 

The Resurrection

Our Lord Jesus rose from the dead in the same body that was laid to rest in the tomb (Jn. 20:25-27). The bodies of all believers who die will be raised from the dead, and they will receive an incorruptible body like unto His glorious body (I Cor. 15:53; Phil. 3:21). All other men shall be raised unto “the resurrection of judgment” (Jn. 5:28, 29). 

Regenerated Life

Christians, born of the Spirit, are to live the new life in the present power of the Spirit. “If we live by the Spirit, by the Spirit let us also walk” (Gal. 5:16-25; Col. 2:6). The Christian’s responsibility and his normal attitude of life is to yield himself to God (Rom. 6:13), trusting God to keep him. 

Life of Obedience

Christian “living” includes Christian service, the winning of souls around us, and the preaching of the Gospel in the uttermost parts of the earth. In carrying on this work there is needed the supernatural power of the Holy Spirit which is granted to every believer as he yields and trusts (Acts 1:8; I Cor. 12:7; Eph. 3:20; Acts 5:32). And in all of this service, prayer is to have the central place (Jn. 14:12-14; Eph. 6:18, 19). 

Eschatology 

Jesus Christ will come again to earth the second time (Heb. 9:28), personally (Acts 1:11; I Thess. 4:16), bodily (Acts 1:11; Col. 2:9), and visibly (Matt. 26:64; Rev. 1:7). His coming will precede the age of universal peace and righteousness foretold in the Scriptures (Matt. 24:29, 30, 42; II Thess. 2:7, 8; Rev. 20:1-6). 

Issues facing the Post-Modern Church

Abortion

Scripture teaches that life begins at conception (cf. Psalm 139), therefore abortion is sinful and murderous.  As believers, we need to value life both in the womb and out of the womb. 

Homosexuality

God’s Word is very clear that homosexuality is sinful and contrary to God’s plan for humanity (cf. Romans 1:24-27).  Being a sin, homosexuality is conquered by Jesus’ death on the cross and living as a regenerated Christian.  It is not a matter of genetic tendency or chemical developments that take place.  God has promised that no temptation has ceased us beyond what we can bear and homosexual actions are examples of such temptation for some people.  

Divorce/Remarriage

Being a child of divorce, I know full well the ramifications of a husband and wife deciding to stray from God’s best for their lives.  Marriage is not easy in a society where infidelity and “greener grass” is the norm. That said, marriage is truly possible, and exceedingly beneficial, when God is central.  Regarding divorcees in ministry, Scripture teaches that in the eyes of God, people remain “one” even though they divorce (except in cases of marital unfaithfulness or abandonment). Therefore, remarriage in the eyes of God would be considered unfaithfulness and disqualify them for ministry.  Even divorced or separated Christians must be aware that their lives are testimonies to God’s work in them.  Evidence of bitterness, hardness of heart or other unreconciliatory precondition would also disqualify a person for ministry.

Women in Ministry 

Women are valuable in the eyes of God and can offer tremendous amounts in the life of the Church.  In fact I have heard a few women who are better "speakers" then many of the ministers out there, however, I believe that women are not to hold a position of elder, deacon, or pastor.  I believe women can enter full time ministry as administrators, directors of women’s or children’s ministries and are valuable to the church and to our Lord.

Baptism of the Spirit/Speaking in Tongues

Scripture teaches that baptism is an act of obedience where the believer identifies with Jesus’ sacrifice, burial and resurrection publicly.  The Bible teaches that the believer will be indwelt with the Holy Spirit upon belief, as a guarantee (seal) of eternal life (Eph 1:13-14).  1 Cor. 12 relates gifts of the Spirit, of which speaking in tongues is listed, however, not all believers receive each gift.  The essence of Spirit-baptism experience (like speaking in tongues) is a demonstrated assurance of salvation that many desire.  My understanding of scripture leads me to believe that speaking in tongues is widely overused and not authentic.  Personally, upon conversion God sent His Holy Spirit to indwell me, and I have never spoken in tongues.

Faith, Healing, Medical Treatment

Scripture teaches that faith and healing have a connection (healing of the paralytic, etc.) and the gift of healing is also mentioned in 1 Cor. 12.  All healing is a result of what God does.  A person does not lack faith if he remains unhealed (cf. Job), nor does he have faith if he is.  However, we are whole beings – physical, emotional, and spiritual.  And of these God is primarily interested in our spiritual condition (Matt 28:18-20).  It is not beyond God to heal miraculously, nor to allow healing through medical treatment.  In my experience, I have been healed of broken bones and illnesses through natural processes or medical treatment, never by administration of a miraculous healing.

Alcohol, Tobacco, Illicit Drug Use

Our bodies are God’s holy temple and we whom God has chosen are his royal priesthood.  Therefore, I believe that use of tobacco, alcohol, drugs, etc. is unscriptural and damaging, especially in a world who looks at Christians for sources of hypocrisy.  Casual consumption of alcoholic beverages was the norm in the first century church and a means of hydration.  Modern Christians have many other forms of nourishment and have no need to justify satisfying fleshly cravings.  When I became a Christian ten years ago, I stopped consuming alcohol and do not smoke, drink or use illicit drugs.
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