American Girl Theme Ideas

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

From: Kimberly Thomas [k686st@wcnet.org]

We had 106 girls in attendance for day camp.

First of all we moved our location to a small town near a working canal town (Grand Rapids, Ohio).  We provided bus service from a local church (20 minute trip).  During the middle of camp we took a hike to town, took the mill tour and canal boat ride (took the girls back in time).  On the way back we stopped at the Old fashioned Ice Cream store ( one dip each).

We gave each unit leader the option to work on traditional GS badges and the new patriotic ones from National.  And provided Speakers and naturalists at different times during the days to take advantage of.  We also learned traditional camping skills (Fire building, canoeing, setting up tents, outdoors cooking).

Try-its offered:

Watching Wildlife

Outdoor Fun

Earth and Sky

Wave the Flag

Junior Badges offered:

Your Outdoor Surroundings

Wildlife

Hiker

Walking for Fitness

United We Stand

Service Project: made 306 Pocket Flags to send to Service Men.  HYPERLINK http://www.PocketFlagProject.com www.PocketFlagProject.com , We also planted a prairie garden for the campgrounds.

We started and ended each day with a Flag ceremony, in which a different Patriotic song was learned or sung.

First day of camp everyone received a Sparkle Patriotic Tattoo (Oriental Trading). Have to tell a story here.  After each application I told the girls to not pick-it, scratch-it or scrub-it and it would stay till the end of camp.  One little girl got lightly whipped with the canal boat rope during turn around (setting where she had been told to move from several times).  As we waited for tears. Her shocked little face said " Is my tattoo still okay ??  LOL

Crafts:

Ordered camp shirts in white and decorated with sponged red stars and splattered blue paint.

Betsy's Secret 5-pointed star with one snip

Smaller version of From Rags to Riches - Rag doll by Anne Suffel

Red, White and Blue Friendship Pin made from ½" basket reed, saying

attached:

We care, we share, we laugh, and we cry....

The reeds of love with which to tie,

The knot of friendship which we weave,

Girl Scout memories for when we leave.

By Kimberly Thomas

Patriotic GORP container, using colored tape and filled with gorp.

Miniature Fire built on plaque, to be used as a fire starter.....

Of course American food was also eaten during the week.  Hotdogs, hamburgers, Peanut Butter and Jelly.

This was a three day plus sleepover on last day for older girls Camp.  So believe it or not there was no time for Apple Pie LOL.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

From: Janet Petersma [jpetersma@dwx.com]

Here are some of the craft ideas for the American Girl (non-GS) camp my dd attended.  Each day was devoted to learning about the era of one or two of the AG's and doing related crafts.  Hope this helps you all!!

Felicity --

* Made a nature journal with pages (out of cardboard) with a leaf design pressed onto a fabric cover,

* Made a doll rug -- braided long strips of fabric, then wound them onto a circular pattern glued onto a cardboard circle

Samantha --

* Painted a small porcelain cup

* Painted a wooden serving tray

Kirsten --

* Sewed a sampler with their name and 2 hearts (incorporated 2-3 embroidery

stitches) -- this was my dd's favorite craft

Josefina --

* Covered a small cardboard box in gold foil paper, etched designs in it to make  a Mexican "tin" box

* Decorated a fan with sequins and beads

Addy --

* Made small dolls by wrapping embroidery thread tightly around small clothespins

* Fruit topping for ice cream by sprinkling fruit with sugar and letting it set for a few hours (they actually ran out of time to do this)

Kit --

* Covered a picture frame with vintage stamps from foreign countries

* Rolled a beeswax candle

American Girl of Today --

* Made flag pins  with beads and safety pins

* Made a beady-buddy type star out of  red, white, and blue beads
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