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Amendment 1 Of GSM Acts Of 2002

By Sagai John Adam
—_—~— —~—— <> ~~~~~ —_—~—

ATTENTI ON: Senat e President

Qga Sir,

We the GSM Subscribers of Nigeria, will like to
propose sone anendments to all GSMterns to fit the
Ni gerian context and our experiences so far.

Since the GSMrollout in August 2001, we have noved
fromexcitement to despair as the GSM Qperators
unf ol ded their agenda.

It is these reasons that have necessitated this
proposal for a change of nanes, terns and definitions
for GSMas it relates to N geria.

We therefore propose the foll ow ng changes:

GSM

Shoul d now be called...(G)reat (S)ucker of (M oney
Because it takes N3,000 to stay "connected" for a
whol e nonth o! Is it fuel hike or is it GSMwe are to
worry about ?

NCC - No Control Comm ssion

Because they don't do anything to help the situation.
But if is something to do with CIL or MIS First
Mobile, then they grow 1|ike guard dogs!. Foreign

I nvestors can do what they want to us because Uncle
Sege begged themto come? Haba...

MIN - M Ik Those N gerians

O MIN - More Trouble for Nigerians

Because they charge for anything and everything. If
it was not for the "free-free" policy of their
rivals, we would be paying for Call Holding, Call

Waiting, Voicemail, Caller IDetc. Up until now, we
STILL PAY to ask them for advice at their Custoner
Services. Their SIMcard is still the nbst expensive.

ECONET - Every Citizen O N geria...Expect Trouble

O ECONET - Exploit, Control and Oppress Nigerians
Even in Tel econs

Because their "free-free" policy is causing

congesti on everywhere.

Pay As You Go - Pay As You GROAN
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Because MIN subscribers pay N60 per ninute to cal
outside their network and N50 per minute to cal

i nside MIN s network. The highest so far...and they
are not bothered.

Buddi e - Dundi es

Because they are so many now that they can't nake
calls to other people but thenselves...and even that
is difficult.

The Better Connection - The Bl TTER Connecti on
Because "All we are saying...reduce your airtinme!"

Inspired to Change Your World - Inspired to SHORT-
CHANGE your WORLD
Because "All we are saying...inprove your services!"

BOGOF - Buy One, Get OPPRESSED Forever

Because MIN just wanted to add nore people to their
Canp. Meanwhil e they have forgotten about their old
subscri bers. Once they get you, they forget you..
FREE t hi ngs are not so free.

Voi cemai | - Force nai

Because whet her you want to or not, you will be
forced into the Voicemail box of the person you are
cal l'i ng.

Nitel Royal - Nitel (Ryush (O! (Y)ou (Are (L)ate
Because they only rolled out in October based on

M nisterial fiat. They have no plans, no targets, no
deadl i nes and nobody to sanction them They sold
4,000 lines and went bl ank again.

In conclusion Sir, we would like to plead that you
use your good office to help speed up the passing of
this proposal into |law. Wen things inprove, we can
then revert back to the old termns.

Thank You Sir.

Sagai John Adamis the Editor of GSM Today Ezi ne,
which is Nigeria's FIRST Ezi ne dedicated to hel ping
peopl e "recover their GSMinvestnments". To SUBSCRI BE
send mai |l to: gsmt oday-request @reelists.org and put
"subscribe" (w thout the quotes) in the Subject line
of the email

PDF created with FinePrint pdfFactory trial version http://www.fineprint.com



http://www.fineprint.com

GSM Amendment Act 2 of 2002
By Sagai John Adam

—~—— —~— ——— > ~———— —~—

ATTENTI ON:. Senat e President

Qga Sir,

We the GSM Subscribers of Nigeria, will like to
propose anot her anendnent.

In order to consolidate the dividends of denocracy,
we suggest the merger of all the GSM networks into
one nore efficient network. Such a new network will
be able to cover the whole of Nigeria in a shorter
time as well as end the confusion of which network is
the "best".

We therefore hunmbly suggest the follow ng for your
ki nd consi derati on:

The new nerged GSM Network Operator is to be called
MECOTEL from (M TN, (ECOnet and N (TEL).

It should have 3 packages:
The Heavenly package
The Hel | package
The We-We package

MECOTEL - Heavenly Package

Nitel will contribute its airtime pricing of N22 per
m nut e

Econet will contribute its sweet prepaid package nane
" Buddy"

MIN wi Il contribute its ubiquitous full-paged
advertisements and yel | ow col our

Econet will handle the marketing so that is sold
everywhere by every one

Econet will handle all the val ue-added services:
Free Voi cemi |,
Free Call Waiting,
Free Call Hol ding,
Free Call Line ldentification,
Free everyt hi ng!

MIN wi Il contribute the network infrastructure

MIN wi Il build the network using its no-nonsense roll
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out schedul e

MECOTEL - Hell Package

MIN wi Il contribute its airtinme pricing of N60/N50
per mnute

MIN wi Il contribute a nodified version of its prepaid
package nanme: "Pay As You GROAN'

Nitel will contribute advertisenents...which is 1
advert in 4 nonths!

Nitel will handle the narketing so that is sold O\NLY
init's Abuja office

Nitel will handle the Custoner Care:
No Custonmer Services nunber
No User's Cuide

MIN wi Il handl e all the val ue-added services:
You will pay N10 for Voicenail,
You will pay N1500 to setup Call Wiiting,
You will pay N1500 to setup Call Hol di ng,
You will pay N1500 to setup Call Line

I dentification,
You will pay N6 to see your account accredit
You will pay for everything!

Econet will contribute the network infrastructure...2
Base Stations for every 100, 000 subscri bers!

Nitel will build the network using it's roll out
schedule...1 state every six nonths!

MECOTEL - We-We Package

This is for the busy defenders of denocracy: The
CGovernnent Big shots, Senators, Reps, Governors,
M nisters, DG s, Special Advisers etc.

Nitel will contribute EVERYTHI NG
Airtime pricing
Package nane: "Dividend Providers"
No advertisements...by Special Invitation only!
ONLY avail able in Abuja
Free GSM handset
No Custoner Services nunber
No User's QGuide
Bills to be sent every 6 nonths
The Governnent will pay for Voicemail,
The Governnent will pay for Call Witing,
The Governnent will pay for Call Hol ding,
The Government will pay for Call Line

I dentification,
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The Governnent will pay for everything!
The network infrastructure will be based only in
Abuj a

In conclusion Sir, this proposed anendnent woul d hel p
hasten the enjoynent of the Denocratic Dividends by
the teeni ng masses of this great country.

Thank You Sir.

The first part of this article: GSM Anendment Act 1
of 2002 is available in Issue 1 of GSMtoday at this
websit e:

http://ww. freelists.org/archives/gsnt oday

Sagai John Adamis the Editor of GSM Today Ezi ne,
which is Nigeria s FIRST Ezi ne dedicated to hel ping
peopl e "recover their GSMinvestments". To SUBSCRI BE
send nmi |l to: gsnt oday-request @reelists.org and put
"subscribe" (wi thout the quotes) in the Subject line
of the email.
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GSM Diary - My First Week of GSM
By Sagai John Adam

—~—— ~ ——— > ~———— —~—

(First witten on Friday, Septenber 21, 2001)
GSM Diary - My Fist Wek of GSM

Friday, 14th of Septenber
* Wal ked into MIN Maitama Service Centre and got connect ed.

* Good Thing #1: The staff were nice and hel pful. They showed nme how to confirm
how much nmoney | had left (Type *556# then press Yes/ K button).

* Good Thing #2: MIN gave ne a free N500 call card! They |oaded it for ne.

* Good Thing #3: The whole "connection" process took 10-15 minutes. They let ne
use nmy own phone which | bought in June so | spent just N21,500 ( for connecting
and a N1500 "refill" card.)

* | amexcited. | walk out like a big shot, clutching ny very own nobile phone!

* | made ny first successful call to ny office on my GSM phone! All the other
nunbers | tried were MIEL nobil e phones and none worked!

* Problem#1: | tried all day to call ny sister in Lagos to tell her "I have
arrived" and wi sh her a Happy Birthday, but no way. It was "System Busy" or that
worman in MIEL that always says "All trunks are busy..."

* At around 8:30 p.m, | got through to Jos and tal ked for about 1 minute. Every
one is fine after the riots.

* At night, | got ny friend' s MIEL nobil e phone in Gnagwal ada. | couldn't hear
himclearly and he couldn't hear ne too. MIEL's coverage in Gragwal ada is
horrible and ny GSM coul dn't hel p ne.

* Good Thing #4: on the sane night, | got ny sister after just 1 dial!
Unfortunately, no one answered.

* Problem #2: | found out ny phone won't work in Karu, where | live. Geat!
There goes nmy cheap night calls!

Sat urday, 15th Septemnber
* Good Thing #5 : | showed off ny new GSM phone to ny pals. It is great to be
the first to get a GSM phone, | tell youl

* Tried nore calls while in town. | amanxious to get ny sister - today is her
birthday and | didn't send a card. No show.

* After nmy neeting around 8:30 p.m, | got ny sister! | was hearing her clearly,
but she couldn't hear ne. She uses MIEL's nobil e phone in A ah, after Lekki. The
coverage there is horrible. | forgot to wish her a happy birthday. Oh well.
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* Problem#3 : | tried the *556# nunber and found out that ny call credit was
now N206!

* Every time | try tocall, a man first tells ne that ny credit is |ow and that
ny days on the MIN network woul d soon expire!

Sunday, 16th Septenber

* Good Thing #6 : | cane to church with my nobil e phone bul ging in ny pocket!
Amen O

What woul d happen when there are 100 of us with GSM phones? How many wil |
remenber to turn off their phones? There are bad days of interruption ahead for

Pastors...In a taxi, on nmy way hone, | got ny sister. At |east we shouted |ong
enough for her to get the nmessage that she should call ne in the office
t ormor r ow.

The taxi driver and ot her passengers where shocked to have a guy with a nobile
phone in a lowy taxi w th then

* Problem#4 : My call credit was now N126.
* The MIN man always remnds ne that ny call credit was |ow...

Monday, 17th Septenber
* Good thing #7 : | broke the news in the office. Every one congratul ated ne.
They said, the next thing was nmy car. \Wat a strange conpari son

* Good Thing #8 : MIN sent nme an SMS nessage. They said it was now possible to
send nessages. Great, but | don't know anyone else with a GSM phone! SMS doesn't
work with |and phones or MIEL nobil e phones so | am stuck

* Problem#5 : My boss tested nmy new nunber from her office. She got ne on the
first dial. She was happy. Now she can track nme down when | duck fromthe office

for ny p-p.
* | noticed an advert for rival ECONET's Buddie. Theirs is cheaper by far! They

are also giving anay N6,000 "free" airtime. Ww Did | nove faster than ny
shadow?

* | called MIN Custoner Service on 180 to ask why my Voicemail nunber was not
working. It is not ready, they said. | also found out it costs N60 naira per
mnute to call every other line apart froman MIN |ine.

| also found out that as | amtalking to themin Custonmer Service, they are
charging me. Finally, they also told me it would cost N1500 to activate ny
Caller Line Identification. Ch boy!

* Two of ny pals called me. It worked |like a dream They got nme after just one
di al !

* Problem#6 : My call credit is now O !! Haba, how?

* The MIN man now keeps telling ne that ny credit can't take any calls and ny
days on the MIN network are about to expire..

* | didn't bother to take ny GSM phone hone. What's the need? There's no
coverage in Karu, FCT.

Tuesday, 18th Septemnber
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* | got a message via SM5 from MIN that ny SM5 will cost half the nornmal rate.

* Because of my "zero call credit" | can't dial anywhere except *556# and 555 to
"refill" with an all-in-one or Booster card. The MIN nman keeps telling ne "You
have insufficient credit to make a call. Please |oad an all-in-one card."

* Problem #7 : My phone starts showing ne "Low Battery". Maybe | shoul dn't have
left it on overnight in the office

* Nobody cal | ed ne today.

* | amwaiting to see what woul d happen when ny 5 days expire before | oadi ng ny
N1500 card. WIIl MIN knock ne of f?

* My phone battery ran out. Now | know it takes about 5 days before | nust
recharge ny battery. | recharge ny battery overnight in the office as ny phone
manual suggest ed.

To be conti nued. .

Sagai John Adamis the Editor of GSM Today Ezi ne,

which is Nigeria' s FIRST Ezine dedicated to hel ping people "Recover Their GSM
I nvestnment”. To SUBSCRI BE

send nmi |l to: gsnmt oday-request @reelists.org and put

"subscribe" (w thout the quotes) in the Subject line

of the email
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| Had A Dream!
By Sagai John Adam

| had a dreanl The Governnent called all the stakehol ders of
the Nigerian Tel econmuni cations sector for a 3-day intensive-
brai nstorm ng neeting. At the end of the neeting, a beamn ng
M ni ster of Conmuni cations announced that a new deal had been
worked out with all the Private Tel ecom Operators (PTO s) to
bring the dividend of denocracy to the grassroots.

In an unprecedented nove, the Governnent had directed Nitel to
reduce its tariffs to pre-BPE-inflated levels. Nitel GSM al so
reduced its airtine tariffs toits landline rates. He also said
that the proceeds fromthe sale of the GSMI|icenses were to be
pl oughed back to nake sure every Local governnent Area was
connected to the Nitel network in the next 6 nonths!

Q her far-reachi ng decisions taken were:

* Making Nitel GSM fully autononmous and allowed to partner with
any GSM network operator in the world.

* Reduction of the Telecomtax to 1 percent.

* Reduction of all Ntel connection costs by 50 percent
(landline and Nitel GSM

I had a dreaml The Nigerian Comunicati on Comm ssion (NCC) al so
gave back CIL its GSM1license and frequency. It also prom sed
to make adequate frequency adjustments to allow for the Second
National Carrier to have a 5th GSM|i cense.

| had a dreanml The GSM network operators decide to co-operate

i nstead of conpete. They agree to share base stations masts
and other infrastructure. Mst inportantly, Nitel GSM agreed to
also open up it facilities in each state of the country for the
ot her Qperators to quickly deploy base stations. This offer

al so allowed the newl y-1icensed Regional Fixed Wreless Access
Qperators to roll out in record tine!

I had a dream The GSM Operators shocked N gerians by reducing
their airtinme tariffs to Nitel landline rates. (After all, they
won't have to build infrastructure fromscratch!) They al so
threw away the "Access days" condition and commenced the

depl oyment of new billing software that all ows per second
billing.

What that neans is that N gerians can now pay for ONLY the
calls they make, at Nitel rates and w thout any access days.
Unbel i evabl e!

| had a dreaml The Central Bank of N geria directed all banks

to offer soft |oans for the purchase of GSM handsets for its
custoners. NTA News showed Civil Servants, Students and Market
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Worren wal ki ng out of the banks smling with their new
Cel | phones. GSM Cel | phone for all by the year 2003!

| had a dreaml O God, | don't want to wake up fromthis dream
only to find out that Nigeria is still where it is. God give us
| eaders who can meke our dreams cone true!

- - -

Sagai John Adamis the Editor of GSM Today Ezine, which is

Ni geria's FIRST Ezi ne dedicated to hel pi ng people "recover
their GSMinvestnments". To SUBSCRI BE enter your enmil address
at: http://ww.freelists.org/list/gsntoday or send email to
mai | t 0: gsnt oday-request @reelists.org and put "subscribe"
(without the quotes) in the Subject line of the emmil
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Dear Lord
By Sagai John Adam
~—— ~— —~——— > ~————~ ~—

Dear Lord,
How are you? | hope everything is well up there.

| know you are busy so | will keep this short. It's this GSM phone that you gave
nme. Things have not been the sanme since it canme into ny life O

| thought it would help ne communicate with nmy famly and friends easily and it
has! But the cost of maintaining it is something else. | amnot saying it is
your fault, no, but that you should know that all is not well with nmy pocket.

If there is a fault, it must be between our CGovernnment and the GSM networ k
peopl e. The GSM peopl e are sucking me dry and bl am ng the Governnent for not
putting the right things in place to enable themdo their job well. The
government on the ot her hand squandered the noney they collected as |license fees
and left us at the mercy of the GSM operators.

It has been tough since then. Unlike NEPA and Nitel where we can get away w th
some things, these Guys are different O W pay before we use the phone and the
nmoney finishes before we say "Jack Robi nson".

These days, it is even difficult to nmake a call because the "systemis busy".
And they don't care one bit! Wile we groan, the GSM peopl e are rushing from
state to state in a "GSM Cospel race" trying to win nore converts.

Dear Lord, what should | do? | don't want to throw ny Cell phone away. Peopl e
wi || wonder why. | don't want to go back to the bad old days when | waited for
Nitel to cone to ny area

That is why | am sending out this prayer. Can you increase nmy incone a little
bit? Say by an extra N3,000 every nonth? | pronise to use it strictly for GSM
matters. | know that nothing is inpossible with you, but if you don't want to
send ne raw cash, then | have another suggestion. Can you show nme in a dream or
vi sion sone 12-digit nunbers that | can use to credit my phone every nonth?

O can you confuse their conputers so that | can pick up an al ready used
recharge card and use it over and over again?

If that won't do, how about this one: |I'msure there nust be GSM phones up above
that the Angels use that doesn't require any SIMcard to work! Can you pl ease
drop one of such heavenly GSM Cel | phones down? | pronise to keep it safe and not
tell anybody about it. In fact, when | die, it will be buried with ne in ny
coffin so that | can return it back to you in heaven. Is that all right with
you?

Dear Lord, please consider ny suggestions and act pronptly. | eagerly wait your
reply.

Thank you. Anen.
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PS. Thank God, | don't need GSMto pray to you. They would have charged ne an
armand a foot for the "inter-galactic call".

+- - -
Sagai John Adamis the Editor of GSM Today Ezi ne,
which is Nigeria's FIRST Ezi ne dedicated to hel ping
peopl e "recover their GSMinvestnents". To SUBSCRI BE
send mai |l to: gsmt oday-request @reelists.org and put
"subscribe" (wi thout the quotes) in the Subject line
of the email
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Dear Son
By Sagai John Adam
~—— ~— ——— DS ~———— ~—

Dear Son,
How are you doi ng? | hope everything is going on well with you down there

I would like you to know that | am al ways happy to hear fromyou. Unfortunately,
you only talk to ne when you have problens :)

| remenber how you thanked nme when you first bought your GSM phone. How happy
you were then. It's sad that you are already grunbling about it.

After listening to your plea, | have the foll ow ng responses:

No, | won't increase your incone because it won't solve anything. You should see
the GSMrel ated prayers | amreceiving from N geria. Everyone wants nore noney
fromne. The people who spend N6, 000 per nonth want nore noney. Those who spend
N10, 000 PER WEEK al so want nore noney.

I am your Father, not the Central Bank

You should al so not expect any help through dreans. |If you defraud the GSM
networks, how will they pay ny children who work there? The staffs in these
networks pray that business should prosper and that presupposes that you buy
their recharge cards. Besides, after your heavy Eba at night, your dreans are
al ways on food and never on GSM

You wanted nme to confuse their conputers so you can pick and re-use recharge
cards? Haba my Son! You, a Prince, going around town picking used cards? Don't
you know t hat your Cell phone is one of the few brand new things you have? Your
car, TV, VCR, air conditioner are all Tokunboh (fairly-used). How can you now be
using "used" cards to nake calls? No, you are too nuch for that.

Finally, | can send down an angelic GSM Cel | phone that works wi thout a SI M card.
| even trust that you will bring it back to heaven when you die. (You said you
woul d be buried with it.)

I only have 2 questions: will you pay the accunulated bill of using such a phone
for a lifetine? Because the phone belongs to our GSM network here in heaven and
their conmputers will be billing you for using their phone on earth.

Again, how are you sure that you will be buried with the phone? Your children
may bury you al one and fight over the phone. O they nmay enpl oy gravedi ggers and
return at night after the burial...

My son, what you need are not short-cuts and quick-fixes. You don't need nore
noney, or 419 nunbers, or special phones.

What you need is GRACE and that is what | will give you. The grace to adjust.
The grace to cut your coat according to your size. The grace to pay for your
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bills. You want Nigeria to be |like the USA but you don't want to pay the price.
NEPA, the water board, and Nitel have so spoilt you that you don't know what it
feels to pay for sonmething regularly. That is why you don't even thank ne

habi tual Iy and your don't PAY YOUR TI THE regul arly.

Your schooling has begun...

It's ne,

Your Fat her God.

PS. | was serious about the Tithe part.

- - -

Sagai John Adamis the Editor of GSM Today Ezi ne,
which is Nigeria s FIRST Ezi ne dedicated to hel ping
peopl e "recover their GSMinvestments". To SUBSCRI BE
send nmi |t o: gsnmt oday-request @reelists.org and put

"subscribe" (wi thout the quotes) in the Subject line
of the email.
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GSM Quiz
By Sagai John Adam

Next nonth, GSM Tel ephony will be 1 year old in N geria and as
expected, there will pronotions and bonanzas. Here is a little
qui z to hel p sharpen your menory just in case MIN or Econet
Wrel ess decides to ask questions in any of their pronos.

EASY STUFF

1. The full neaning of GSMis...

2. The full meaning of SM5 is...

3. The full meaning of SIMcard is...

4. Nitel GSM prepaid service is called...

5. Econet Wrel ess hone country is...

6. MIN s home country is...

7. Gve 2 MIN slogans/taglines used in advertisenents.
8. Gve 2 Econet Wreless slogans/taglines used in

adverti senents.

9. Gve the nanes of 3 pronotions by MIN since they started
oper ati ons.

10. G ve the nanmes of 3 pronotions by Econet Wrel ess since
they started operations.

TOUGH STUFF

1. The full meaning of MINis...

2. The full meaning of PUK is...

3. AtermMISDN is also known as. ..

4. Nigeria' s International Direct Dialing code is...

5. Wiich GSM network | aunched their GSM service first?

6. Apart from Lagos, Abuja and Port Harcourt, name 5 other

cities where MIN and Econet Wreless are BOTH i n operation.
7. Adrian Wod the CEO of MIN repl aced.

8. The first Nigerian bank to | aunch a GSM product/ service
is...

9. Nanme 3 banks that have GSM products/services.

10. The cost of sending an SMS is...

The answers are sonewhere at the bottomof this issue.

- - -

Sagai John Adamis the Editor of GSM Today Ezine, which is

Ni geria's FIRST Ezi ne dedicated to hel pi ng people "recover
their GSMinvestnments". To SUBSCRI BE enter your enmil address
at: http://ww.freelists.org/list/gsntoday
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Answers To The GSM Quiz.

By Sagai John Adam

EASY STUFF ANSVEERS

d obal System for Mbil e Conmuni cation

Short Message Servi ce.

Subscriber Identification Mdule.

Rose Pay As You Tal k.

Zi nbabwe.

South Africa

"The Better Connection" and "The Best Connection"

. "Inspired To Change Your World" and "The First, The
Preferred".

9. BOGON, BOGOFF, and MIN CAF Awards.

10. Doubl e Treat, Phone-O Cracy and Econet World Cup Mania

PNOOEWNE

TOUGH STUFF ANSVERS

1. Mobil e Tel ephone Networks.

2. Personal Unbl ocki ng Key.

3. MSISDN is the technical termfor your GSM Cel | phone nunber
4. 009.

5. Econet Wrel ess | aunched on 8th August 2001 (MIN on the 9th
of August 2001 while Nitel |aunched on the 15th of Cctober
2001)

6. Both GSM networks are in |badan, Kaduna, Onitsha, Asaba, and
Kano.

7. Karel Pienaar.

8. Purdent Bank | aunched a GSM product in Novermber 2001
9. First Atlantic, Equity bank and Prudent bank.

10. N15 per nmessage.

- - -
Sagai John Adamis the Editor of GSM Today Ezine, which is

Ni geria's FIRST Ezi ne dedicated to hel pi ng people "recover
their GSMinvestnments". To SUBSCRI BE enter your enmil address
at: http://ww.freelists.org/list/gsntoday or send email to
mai | t 0: gsnt oday-request @reelists.org and put "subscribe"
(without the quotes) in the Subject |ine of the emai
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