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The Begi nning of W-SMs-DOM Part 1

By Sagai John Adam
<>

The fear of airtinme tariff is the beginning of wi sdom..

That "wi sdont' is being manifested in the grow ng popul arity
of Short Message Service (SM5) anmong GSM subscribers in the
I and.

| have just spent ny first month in the exciting world of
strictly-SMs-only lifestyle. That means NO voice calls

what soever.

Wth the SM5 lifestyle, you really begin to fill "fulfilled".

1. It is cheaper: A N1,500 card will give you 100 nessages at
N15 per nessage. (If you are not satisfied with that, then
you may have a bi gger problem.

2. You cut out all the small tal k about the weather and get
straight to the point.

3. You can cramin enough words in the 160 letters you are
al | oned.

4. Even if you turn off your phone, it is kept in the SMSC
(the Short message Service Centre) for you for sone tine.

There are also web sites on the Internet that allow you to
send text messages to nobile phones. This is an area | have
been researching for sone tine and | hope to do a piece on
the best sites later. If you can’t wait, you can try
searching the Internet using the keywords: "send SMS to
nmobi | e phones". You can also visit these web sites:

htt p: // www. Whi sper 2u. com
http://ww.text-sms.com
http://ww. smswhi z. com

htt p: //wwv. si npl y- pronot e. com
http://ww. freedity. com

If you are still making calls and grunbling, it is time to
change strategies. You can get your message across using SMS
As long as tariffs remain high, sending text nessages wll
continue to be very popular. It is truly the begi nning of

wi sdom for nost GSM Subscri bers.
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The Begi nning of W-SMs-DOM Part 2
By Sagai John Adam

<>

The fear of airtinme tariff is the beginning of wi sdom..

Last week, we started a series on the growi ng popul arity of
the Short Message Service or SMS that allows text messages to
be sent from GSM phones.

If you missed that, read issue #7 in the archives:

http://ww. freelists. org/archives/gsnt oday/ 03-

2002/ ful I t hread2. ht m

This week, we will |ook at SMS shortcuts and abbrevi ati ons,
whi ch hel p you, reduce the nunber of words you nust type to
comuni cat e.

Renenmber that SMs only allows 160 characters per nessage and
so these shortcuts help you say nuch in the little space
avai |l abl e. For exampl e,

Instead of typing "Before" you can type "B4."

I nstead of typing "ARE YOU OK" you can type "RU X"

Wth these SM5 Abbrevi ations, you can conmuni cate faster and
easi er.

These Abbreviations are the Standard fornms of SMS

conmuni cation all over the world. Wen you know how to use
them you will be able to send SM5 nessages to people and
nost especially, understand the nmessages you will receive.

Sone phones have a special feature called "Predictive Text"
t hat di splays which word you intend to type and so hel p you
type your messages faster.

Here is a list of SMS shortcuts.

Phr ase/ Wrd SMS Short cut
Al'l The Best ATB
Anyt hi ng R

Are You Com ng RU CWNG
Are You OK? RU OK
Be B

Bef or e B4

Call Me CM
Emergency - Call Me 911
Excel | ent XLNT
For Your Information FYI

Free To Tal k F2T
Good Luck GUDLUK
G eat GR8
Waiting W3N
Shoppi ng shopN
Wearing a wal kman [:-)

Not hi ng nuf N
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Doi ng doN
Pl ease PLZ
Pl ease Call Me PCVE
Regar ds RGDS
See C
See You Ccu
Speak SPK
Thanks THX
Today 2DAY
Tonor r ow 2MORO
Wai t 8
Wait For Me WB4M
What WOT
VWhere are you? VRU
Your YR

More of these shortcut are available on the internet. Search
for "SMS abbreviations" and see what happens. One of the best
| have seen is at http://ww. snmsportal.com snsdictionary. asp

W will see howto construct fairly sinple nmessages with
t hese shortcuts next week.
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The Begi nning of W-SMs-DOM Part 3

By Sagai John Adam
<>

The fear of airtinme tariff is the beginning of wi sdom..

Last week, we continued a series on the grow ng popularity of
the Short Message Service or SMS that allows text messages to
be sent from GSM phones.

If you missed that, read issue #8 in the archives:
http://ww. freelists. org/archives/gsnt oday/ 03-
2002/ ful I t hr ead3. ht

This week, we will use the SM5 shortcuts and abbreviations to
send sanpl e messages. These shortcuts hel p you reduce the
nunber of words you nust type to comunicate. Here is Sanple
message 1.

Suppose you want to send this nessage:

VWHAT' S UP? | HAVE BEEN LOCOKI NG FOR YOU ALL DAY. SAM WANTS TO
SEE YOU AS SOON AS POSSI BLE. TRY AND SEE H M BEFORE YOU SLEEP
TONIGHT. | WLL MAKE SURE HE BRI NGS THE BOOK TO YOUR HOUSE
SEE YOU THEN. ADAM

Renember that in the SMS, you can send only 160 characters,

i ncludi ng the spaces between the words. The total words used
are 201, so you may have to send 2 nessages. That means you

wi Il spend N30 since MIN and Econet Wrel ess charge N15 per

nessage.

Here is a version using SMsS shortcuts:

WOTZ UP? | HAV BEEN LOOKN 4 U ALL DAY. SAM WANTS 2CU ASAP
TRY NCHMB4 U SLEEP 2NITE. | WLL MAKE SURE HE BRNGS D
BOOK TO UR HOUSE. CYA. ADAM

This takes only 144 characters and is still understandabl e.
Only one nessage is sent for N15.

As a general rule, shorten every thing. If you can do w thout
aletter, skipit.
For exanple, "HAV', "BRNG', "U' and "4".

You can skip whole words too if necessary. Even if your
nmessage sounds |ike a Tel egraph, don't worry.

Al "ing" suffixes can be replaced with "N'. So DRI NKI NG
DRI VI NG AND DYI NG becones DRI NKN, DRI VN N DYN

Here is Sanpl e nessage 2.

The I ong form of the message is:

HONEY, WHEN ARE YOU COM NG HOVE AFTER WORK? | W LL BE GO NG
TO THE MARKET AFTER | CLOSE FROM WORK. DI NNER WLL BE A

LI TTLE LATE TODAY O DON T FORGET TO BRANCH TO THE VI DEO CLUB
AND GET US SOVE FI LMs. BYE. EVE
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Total words: 210
Total cost: N30 since you rmust send two nessages.

Usi ng SM5 abbrevi ati ons, we can shorten it to:

HONEY, VWEN RU CMNG HOVE? | WL B GO N 2 D MRKT AFTA | CLOSE
FRM WRK. DINNER WL B L8 2DAY O DON T 4GET 2 BRNCH 2 D VDO
CLUB N GET US SOME FI LMS. LUVYA. EVE

Total words: 157

Total cost: N15

Witing good SM5 nessages comes through practice. Spend sone
time and you will soon be confortable with these shortcuts.

Here are a few other tips:

1. Always end your messages with your name or a short form of
your name. Don’t assune that everyone will know your phone
nunber. The only exception is when decide to reply a nessage
i mediately after receiving it.

2. Say all you want to say. Short nessages of only one
sentence are a waste of nobney. Squeeze in as nuch as your 160-
word limt can handle.

3. Delete junk nessages as soon as you get them

Until the airtine charges beconme reasonable, SM5 will
continue to be the people’'s choice. It is the closest thing
to the "El -dorado" the GSM networks prom sed us. SMS hel ps
you to finally communicate w thout having a heart attack

+- - -

Sagai John Adamis the Editor of GSM Today Ezi ne,
which is Nigeria s FIRST Ezi ne dedicated to hel pi ng
peopl e "recover their GSMinvestnments". To SUBSCRI BE
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