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Troop 304

Celebrating People
2.  Conduct Yourself!

Develop your own code of conduct for relating to other people.  Have at least five guidelines to follow.  (We did this earlier in the year for the troop.)
3.  Who Are They? 
Imagine that you are a visitor from another part of the universe. No one on your home planet knows about Earth and you must make a report. How would you answer these questions in your report? 
a) What are the common characteristics of the people who live on this planet? 
b) What activities do they enjoy? 
c) What are their beliefs, and what things are important to them? 
d) How do they treat their planet? 

4.  One Big Family 
Make a "human family" collage, poster display or booklet. Include photos of people from as many different places around the world as you can. 

Photos handout
6.  Peace on Earth 
Find out about people who are "peacemakers." Identify three people who work for human rights, world peace, or tolerance. Pick one person to learn more about, and share your findings. 

Peacemakers’ handout

8.  Include Everyone 

People with disabilities can face challenges that people without disabilities may not understand. Find out about ways your school and your community have made it easier for people with disabilities to get around and to participate.

10.  It's a Pleasure 
Learn four different meeting and greeting customs from around the world and practice them with friends and family. 

Greeting Customs handout
Completed:
________________________________________________



Kathy Baier, Leader                              
 
Date
Celebrating People


#4 One Big Family
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Venezuela


   Botswana


      Czech Republic
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Brazil

                 El Salvador



Fiji
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Kenya

                     Jamaica



          Rwanda
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               Mongolia




                                 Sri Lanka
Celebrating People – Peacemakers

Diana, Princess of Wales
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Diana, the Princess of Wales, was a great humanitarian.  She worked with people who had had terrible accidents like stepping on a land mine or were infected with diseases like AIDS, leprosy, breast cancer or had drug addictions.  She had great empathy for those less fortunate that herself.  That great compassion made her the people's princess.

Diana was a person who had to be doing something for someone else all the time.  She worked for the people that others were afraid and ashamed to be around.  She worked with people with leprosy and made them feel wanted and loved.  People who had drug addictions were visited by the Princess and spoke to her about their problems.  She was an activist for women with breast cancer and donated a lot of money to causes like these and others, like landmine victims and people that were victims of famine or draught.

Mahatma Gandhi
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Gandhi was born in 1869 to Hindu parents in the state of Gujarat in Western India.  He entered an arranged marriage with Kasturbai Makanji when both were 13 years old.  His family later sent him to London to study law.
Back in India, it was not long before he was taking the lead in the long struggle for independence from Britain.  He never wavered in his unshakable belief in nonviolent protest and religious tolerance.  When Muslim and Hindu compatriots committed acts of violence, whether against the British who ruled India, or against each other, he fasted until the fighting ceased.  Independence, when it came in 1947, was not a military victory, but a triumph of human will.  To Gandhi's despair, however, the country was partitioned into Hindu India and Muslim Pakistan.  The last two months of his life were spent trying to end the appalling violence which ensued, leading him to fast to the brink of death, an act which finally quelled the riots.  In January 1948, at the age of 79, he was killed by an assassin as he walked through a crowed garden in New Delhi to take evening prayers.
Martin Luther King, Jr

[image: image15.jpg]


Martin Luther King was the leader of the Civil Rights Movement.  In 1963, he marched into Washington and spoke his "I Have A Dream" speech in front of the Lincoln Memorial.  That day, a quarter of a million people came to the memorial.  His speech told of Lincoln signing the Emancipation Proclamation, and how, even 100 years after, Negroes were still not free.  He said that they can not "satisfy our thirst for freedom by drinking from the cup of bitterness and hatred."  The freedom rides were a way for a group of blacks to ride by bus and train around the Upper South to tell other Negroes to sit where they want to.  After Martin Luther King died, the amendment that made blacks equal to all white men and women.

Mother Teresa, Peacemaker
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Mother Teresa was born Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu in Skopje, Macedonia, on August 27, 1910.  At the age of twelve, she felt strongly the call of God.  She knew she had to be a missionary to spread the love of Christ.  At the age of eighteen she left her parental home in Skopje and joined the Sisters of Loreto, an Irish community of nuns with missions in India.  After a few months' training in Dublin she was sent to India, where on May 24, 1931, she took her initial vows as a nun.  From 1931 to 1948 Mother Teresa taught at St. Mary's High School in Calcutta, but the suffering and poverty she glimpsed outside the convent walls made such a deep impression on her that in 1948 she received permission from her superiors to leave the convent school and devote herself to working among the poorest of the poor in the slums of Calcutta.  Although she had no funds, she depended on Divine Providence, and started an open-air school for slum children.  Soon she was joined by voluntary helpers, and financial support was also forthcoming.  This made it possible for her to extend the scope of her work.

On October 7, 1950, Mother Teresa received permission from the Holy See to start her own order, "The Missionaries of Charity", whose primary task was to love and care for those persons nobody was prepared to look after.  
Nelson Mandela
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Nelson Mandela believed in nonviolence.  He organized peaceful demonstrations to support his ideas.  He believed that every man and every woman should be allowed to vote.  Nelson Mandela said at one of his trials, 

"I have fought against white domination, and I have fought against black domination. I have cherished the ideal of a democratic and free society in which all persons live together in harmony and with equal opportunities. It is an ideal which I hope to live for and to achieve. But if needs be, it is an ideal for which I am prepared to die."

For this he was sentenced to life in jail.  His primary goal was to achieve equal status for all living in South Africa.  He felt that the government of South Africa was preparing to make war on his people, and that they should be prepared to defend themselves.  In the 1980s he was offered many chances for release if he would give up the idea of violence.  He kept his principles, but was finally released in February of 1990.  After his release, he agreed to give up violence.  Nelson Mandela became the president of South Africa in 1994.

Samantha Reed Smith
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Samantha Reed Smith (June 29, 1972 – August 25, 1985) was an American schoolgirl from Manchester, Maine who was called "America's Youngest Ambassador" in the United States and the "Goodwill Ambassador" in the Soviet Union during her short lifetime. She became famous in these two countries and well-known worldwide after writing a letter to the Soviet Communist Party General Secretary Yuri Andropov during the Cold War, and receiving a reply from Andropov which included a personal invitation to visit the Soviet Union, which Smith accepted. Assisted by extensive mass media attention in both countries, she participated in peacemaking activities in Japan after her visit to the Soviet Union, wrote a book and co-starred in a television series before her death in an airplane crash.

Greeting Customs

India
The namaste is the traditional greeting used in India. One’s palms are pressed together (fingers up) below the chin and the term namaste (in the south, namaskaram) is spoken. For superiors or to show respect, a slight bow is added. “Hello” and “Hi” are also acceptable. Indians do not usually shake hands with or touch women in formal or informal gatherings. This is a sign of respect for a woman’s privacy. It is polite to use titles such as professor, doctor, Mr, Shri (for men), Shreemati (married women), Kumari (single women), or the suffix ji with a last name to show respect. The right hand is used for the salaam gesture of greeting and farewell with Muslims. Indians usually ask permission before taking leave of others.

China

The Chinese nod politely or bow slightly when greeting another person. A handshake is also acceptable, especially in formal situations or to show respect. A greeting common to foreigners is Ni hao ma? (How do you do?). While many Chinese accept this term and use it, there are also various, more traditional terms. The Chinese tend to be formal in their introductions; they use the full titles of their guests but are less precise identifying themselves.  Chinese names usually consist of a one-syllable family name, followed by a one or two-syllable given name. A person is either addressed by the full name or by a title and family name. In lieu of professional titles, the Chinese equivalents of Mr and Mrs are used. 

Vietnam

Young and Western- influenced Vietnamese generally shake hands when greeting and saying good-bye. But the majority of Vietnamese do not shake hands. One uses both hands to show respect for older people and those of status, for example an elder sister or brother. Bowing the head slightly while shaking hands also indicates respect.  Men and women don’t touch one another as Vietnamese culture is mostly non-tactile. Vietnamese names begin with the family name and are followed by a given name. The Vietnamese address one another by their given names, but they also add a title that signals their perceived relationship to the person. These titles are family related rather than professional. Classifiers for gender and familiarity are also combined with the greeting.

France

Shaking hands upon greeting and parting is customary. An aggressive handshake is considered impolite. Generally, a woman does not offer her hand to a man but waits for him to initiate the greeting. Among friends, it is normal for women to be kissed (by both men and women) on both cheeks. Greetings are usually combined with the person’s name or a title and always precede any conversation or request. First names are used between friends and close colleagues; otherwise, titles are important and customary.
