The Christian message is that the Son of God—Jesus Christ—was crucified and resurrected for the sins of all people.  Thus, all are declared free from sin, guilt and penalty.  Christ took the penalty for all our sins with the shedding of his blood.  Jesus Christ is Lord.  From the beginning God loves us.  It is God's loving grace and mercy coming to us in the redeeming life, death and resurrection of His Son Jesus Christ with no merit on our part that saves us.  “For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life,” John 3:16. 

We confess “We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.”  We, being the church, believe in only one God.  To have one God is to have a heart that trusts Him completely above all things.  We must turn from believing that any of our works and/or earthly possessions is a means of comfort or salvation.  We are to trust God and God alone with all our heart, mind and soul for all temporal and eternal blessings.  We have one God, and we shall have no other gods before Him.  “The Father, the Almighty.”  God the Father is the first person of the Godhead.  The Father is the eternal source of the Son and Spirit: The Son is eternally begotten of the Father, and the Spirit eternally proceeds from the Father or from the Father and the Son. The Almighty Father sees and knows everything before it happens.  “God the Father not only has given us all that we have and see before our eyes, but also daily guards and defends us against every evil and misfortune, warding off all danger and disaster.  He does out of pure love and goodness, without our merit, as a kind father who cares for us so that no evil may befall us.” (The Book of Concord, page 412.17).  God the Father, who is the Father in the Triune God, is a loving and caring parent of all.  He is “Maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen and unseen.”  As memorized as a young child in Lutheran confirmation class I quote from Martin Luther’s Small Catechism, “I believe that God has created me and all that exists; that He has given me and still sustains my body and soul, all my limbs and senses, my reason and all the facilities of my mind, together with food and clothing, house and home, family and property; that He provides me daily and abundantly with all the necessities of life, protects me from all danger, and preserves me from all evil.” (Book of Concord, Small Catechism) I understand that all I am and all I have and will ever have are from God. 

Further we confess, “We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God.”  Jesus Christ is Lord, master of everything.  Jesus is the only Son of God, no other exist.  The Son is “Eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light.”  God the Son is born of God the Father. The Son is not the Father, the Father is not the Son, but both are God.  “True God from true God,” meaning God the Son, as God the Father being one true God.  “Begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.”  The Son of God is not made out of nothing, begotten of the Father.  God the Father and God the Son are equally divine.  “Through Him all things were made.”  Through the Son, God, all things were created.  “For us and our salvation, He came down from heaven.”  Jesus Christ, God's only Son came from heaven.  “By the power of the Holy Spirit He was born of the Virgin Mary and became man.”  God the Son became incarnate in the person of Jesus born of a virgin through the Holy Spirit.  “For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried.”  Jesus suffered and died on the cross and was buried.  Jesus both divine and human suffered and died as human do.  “On the third day He rose again in fulfillment of the Scriptures.”  Jesus rose from the dead three days after his death, a major event in the doctrine of the Christian faith.  “He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.”  Jesus went to heaven and shares the authority of the Father almighty.  “He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and His kingdom will have no end.”  Jesus will return according to the Scriptures and He will judge all, His kingdom will not be destroyed. 

Lastly we confess, “We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life.”  The Holy Spirit is also called Lord. From the book “Confessing The One Faith,” “What does it mean to become Lord?  Because of his obedience he was vindicated by the Father as being one in honor and dignity and received the title of Lord that is the title by which God is known in the Scripture.”  “The Holy Spirit gives life.  Who Proceeds from the Father and the Son.”  The Son is said to be begotten. The Spirit is said to proceed. This is that the Son and Spirit are in special relationships to the Father, and also both fully divine.  “With the Father and Son, He is Worshiped and Glorified.  The Holy Spirit is God as are the Father and the Son.”  This is trinity, one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Not that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are identically the same.  But the Father is Father, the Son is Son and the Holy Spirit is Holy Spirit, and this Trinity is one God.  “He Has Spoken Through the Prophets.”  The Spirit inspired the prophets and the Church today.  The Holy Spirit is alive and active.  “We Believe in the One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church.”  We believe in the one universal Christian Church. “We Acknowledge One Baptism for the Forgiveness of Sins.”  If one has been baptized in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, they are baptized forever. God loves us and therefore forgives us of our sins continuously.  “We Look for the Resurrection of the Dead, and the Life of the World to Come.”  We have faith that gives us hope that at the end all will be fully reconciled to God. This is God’s promise to all of His children.  Thanks be to God, Amen. 
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