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From the beginning God loves us.  It is God's loving grace and mercy coming to us in the redeeming life, death and resurrection of His Son Jesus Christ with no merit on our part that saves us.  “For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.”
  The Christian message is salvation given through Jesus Christ.  “God’s reign has come, is coming and will come in the person of Jesus Christ.”
  Jesus Christ is Lord and our salvation.  That is, in today’s culture and language, “God’s stimulus package is paid for in full by His Son Jesus Christ.”

“Jesus Christ is the innate founder of the Christian religion.”
  Jesus Christ is Christianity.  This paper will explore who is Jesus Christ?  What did Jesus Christ do?  Why does Jesus Christ matter?  
Physically, Christ was the same as we are, human, however without sin.  “He begotten of the Father and was born of the Virgin Mary in a truly human fashion.”
  “He became incarnated from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.”
  He was human, “in his words and deeds, his anger and love, and Jesus embodied fully true humanity.”
  Jesus was born of human flesh from a woman.  The angel Gabriel said to Mary, “you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.”
   
From birth Jesus grew physically.  “The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom and the favor of God was upon him.”

Christ had a body of flesh, bones and his veins contained blood just as our bodies do.  “Children share flesh and blood and he himself (Jesus) likewise shared the same thing.” 

Jesus became hungry and thirsty and required food and water as all humans do. “In the morning, when he returned to the city, he was hungry.”
  He also said, “I am thirsty.”
  
Jesus became weary and had rest and sleep.  “Jesus was tired out by his journey.”

He cried and He rejoiced.  “In his days of flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears.”
  When Lazarus died, “Jesus began to weep.”
  He also, in Luke 10:21, rejoiced!
As we all do, Jesus became angry, “Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who were selling and buying in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who sold doves.”

Jesus was a man as he was conceived in a mother’s womb, grew physically, learned, and developed as a human person. He got tired, hungry, thirsty, and sleepy. He was tempted, suffered emotionally and physically. Indeed Jesus was human.
As well Jesus Christ is true God!  Yes, “Jesus is divine and his attributes are of God.” 
  Scripture shows that Jesus processed divine attributes.  Jesus is “the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”
  “The Creed (Nicene) assumes the pre-existence and divinity of Jesus Christ who is confessed as “true God from true God”, eternally begotten of the Father.”
   Jesus is the only begotten Son of God he is also the sole bearer of the divine revelation: no one knows the Father except the Son and any one whom the Son chooses to reveal him.”
  Jesus “the Son was not made or created, but begotten of the Father”
   When Moses asked God who shall I say sent me?  “God said to Moses, “I am who I am.”
  Likewise Jesus said to the Jews, “very truly I tell you, before Abraham was, I am.”
  With this Jesus identified himself as God.  Jesus also said, “The Father and I are one.”
  Apostle Paul wrote explaining the deity of Jesus, “He (God) was revealed in flesh, vindicated in spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed by Gentiles, believed in throughout the world, taken up in glory.”
  Jesus Christ is divine. 
 
The truth is Jesus Christ is divine and human in one person.
/
  Jesus Christ is true, essential, natural, complete God and man in one person, inseparable and undivided.
  Jesus Christ is God in flesh.  “Christ is truly God and man since in him the divine and human natures are personally united to one another.”
   “For just as the reasonable soul and the flesh are one man, so God and man are one Christ.”
   “In Jesus Christ there is a single divine omnipotence, power, majesty, and glory which is the divine nature alone.  But it shines forth and manifests itself fully, though spontaneously, in with, and through the assumed exalted human nature of Christ.  Just as in a glowing iron there are two powers of illumination and combustion – the power of illumination and combustion is the property of fire – but since the fire is united with the iron, it demonstrates and manifests its power of illumination and combustion in and through the iron in such a way that on that account and through this union the glowing iron has the power of illumination and combustion without any transformation of the natural properties of either the fire or iron.”
   

There is one God.  “One God-head the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, equal in glory and coequal in majesty.”
  Jesus Christ is one with God.  “There is one divine essence, which is called and which is truly God.  There are three persons in this one divine essence, equal in power and alike eternal: God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit.  All three are one divine essence, eternal, without division, without end of infinite power.”
  Not that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are identically the same.  But the Father is Father, the Son is Son and the Holy Spirit is Holy Spirit, and this Trinity is one God.  “Grasping the concept of the Trinity is sometimes a difficult challenge.  A reasonable analogy is the spectrum of light.  The entire spectrum is made up of three primary colors: red, yellow, and blue.  Each one of these colors has its own distinct characteristics such as wavelength.  If one of these colors is missing then the spectrum of light would be incomplete.  There are not three separate spectrums - only one.  Similarly, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, while one God, each have there own distinct qualities or characteristics.”


So who is Jesus Christ? He is the only Son of God begotten of the Father he is divine and human and of the one God, God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   

The next question is not What Would Jesus Do (WWJD)?  Rather what did Jesus Christ do?  “The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve."
  Jesus is the ultimate example of a man who desired to serve others.  Jesus preached, taught, healed, fed the hungry, and forgave sins.  Jesus claimed authority over the Sabbath.  In all this he prayed and gave all glory to God the Father.  Then he “was crucified under Pontius Pilate, suffered, and was buried.”
  Why?

 His ministry went like this.  As a man of approximately 30 years old Jesus was baptized in the Jordon River by his cousin John the Baptist.  As Jesus came out of the water, “a voice from heaven said “This is my Son, the Beloved” with whom I am well pleased.”
 
He began preaching saying, “repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”
  Jesus told people God loves them and is with them all.  He said, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love.”
  Jesus gave us two commandments. “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.”  This is the greatest and foremost commandment.  And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”


Jesus was a teacher.  "Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one's life does not consist in the abundance of possessions."
   He said, "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat, or about your body, what you will wear.  For life is more than food and the body more than clothing.  Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them.  Of how much more value are you than the birds!"
  Jesus taught humility.  “Whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all."


Jesus healed and fed the hungry.  “Jesus departed there, and came near to the Sea of Galilee; and he went up into the mountain, and sat there.  Great multitudes came to him, having with them the lame, blind, mute, maimed, and many others, and they put them down at his feet.  He healed them, so that the multitude wondered when they saw the mute speaking, injured whole, lame walking, and blind seeing--and they glorified the God of Israel.  Jesus summoned his disciples and said, "I have compassion on the multitude, because they continue with me now three days and have nothing to eat.  I don't want to send them away fasting, or they might faint on the way." 
The disciples said to him, "Where should we get so many loaves in a deserted place as to satisfy so great a multitude?"  Jesus said to them, "How many loaves do you have?"  They said, "Seven, and a few small fish."  He commanded the multitude to sit down on the ground; and he took the seven loaves and the fish.  He gave thanks and broke them, and gave to the disciples, and the disciples to the multitudes.  They all ate, and were filled. They took up seven baskets full of the broken pieces that were left over.  Those who ate were four thousand men, besides women and children.”


Jesus forgave people of their sins. He said your sins are forgiven.  “Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, “Why does this man speak in this way?  It is blasphemy!   Who can forgive sins but God alone?”  And immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they were discussing these questioned among themselves, said to them, "Why do you raise such questions in your hearts?  Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, take up your mat and walk’?  So that you may know that the Son of man has authority on earth to forgive sins"—he said to the paralytic—“I say to you, stand up, take up your mat and go home.”  And he rose, and immediately took up the mat and went out before them all; so that they were all amazed and glorified God.”
  

“In the First Testament, gathering food on the Sabbath was prohibited.  Jesus defends the disciples for violating the Sabbath, claiming authority over the Sabbath.”


Jesus indeed taught many people, healed over twenty five of leprosy, blindness, deafness, and, paralysis. He delivered seven persons from the demons, resurrected three persons, forgave sins of many others, fed thousands and exercised authority over the Sabbath.  With all this he prayed to and gave all glory to God the Father.

The most magnificent act was what Jesus Christ did at death on the cross and then with resurrection.  Jesus said, "I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in me shall live even if he dies, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.”
  What did he mean?  What happen?

Five days after arriving in Jerusalem from Bethany and being praises by the people shouting, “hosanna, hosanna, blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord”
  “Jesus was brought before the high priest and asked “are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed one?” Jesus said, “I am.”
  Jesus was then arrested for this and for other things he had done and said that were considered blasphemy.  The chief priest and elders met the next day and decided to hand Jesus over to Pontius Pilate the Roman Governor of Judea.  After a public debate, Pontius Pilate condemned Jesus to death by crucifixion.  Christ had foretold his death, “the Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death.”
  As we confess in the Nicene Creed “for our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered (death) and was buried.”   For our sake means “Christ died for all our sins,”
 he took all the punishment for the sins of the world.  “Christ’s death for our sake, i.e. for our sins, occurs in the Pauline epistles as well as in the rest of the New Testament; besides, it is at the heart of the most ancient tradition of the Eucharistic words.”
  “Christ died for our sins.”
   God the Father made the Son who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf.  On the cross all the sins of the world were poured upon Jesus and he bore them all.  When God laid upon him the iniquity of all, the Father could not have fellowship with His Son, but rather He turned from him.  In paying the penalty of our sins, Christ was forsaken by God, which is the penalty for sin, separation from God.  During this grim period Jesus was bearing the sins of all people, his sinless soul was brought into contact with the sins of the world and this awful load crushed him.  Hanging on the cross he yelled out “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani” which means “My God My God why have you forsaken me?”
  The cross became the place where God poured out His judgment and wrath on all sin and Jesus was the recipient.


Jesus indeed suffered.  “The suffering and the apparent scandal of the crucifixion of Jesus exposed the unjust powers of this world….exposes the cruelty of human beings and of the dominant religious and political powers.”
   “In the suffering and cross of Jesus, God has taken upon himself in the person of His Son the condition of human death that is provoked by our sin.”
  “Jesus submitted himself completely to the righteousness of God so that through his suffering and death all those who follow him are reconciled with God.  His suffering and faithfulness was vicarious.”
  He died on our behalf for the penalty of our sins.  

As we confess in the Nicene Creed, “on the third day he rose from the dead in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated on the right hand of God the Father.” “He was raised on the third day.”
  As Martin Luther wrote, “ Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, delivered me and freed me from all my sins, from death, and the power of the devil, not with silver or gold but with his holy and precious blood and with his innocent suffering and death, in order that I may be his, live under his kingdom, and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, even as he is risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity.  This is most certainly true.”
  
Before His death, Jesus had promised eternal life to those who followed Him.  If the story ended at his death, Jesus would have been no more than a religious figure with a finite life span.  “If Jesus had not risen from the dead, it would be impossible to ascribe any saving meaning to his death.”
  If Christ has not been raised, our faith is futile and we are still in our sins.  “If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and you faith has been in vain.”
  But the fact the Jesus rose from death demonstrated he has the power over death, and only through him can people have forgiveness of sins and hope for eternal life.  Jesus said, “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”
  
Jesus Christ Son of God is our Lord. “What does it mean to become Lord?  Because of his obedience he was vindicated by the Father as being one in honor and dignity and received the title of Lord that is the title by which God is known in the Scripture.”
  It means that he has redeemed us from sin, from the devil, from death and from all evil”
  
This is all by God’s free grace to us without merit, without our own virtue or actions.
  We were unrighteous and made righteous, declared free of penalty and guilt of sin.
  We receive forgiveness of sins for Christ sake and freed of the wrath of God not by our works but by Christ the mediator.
  We are justified by grace through faith apart from works of law.
  God is righteous and He justifies the one who have faith in Jesus.
/
  We are saved by God's loving grace and mercy coming to us in the redeeming life, death and resurrection of His Son Jesus Christ with no merit on our part that saves us.  “The resurrection of Jesus Christ evokes hope in us – hope for life on earth as well as life beyond death.”
  As written earlier, in today’s culture and language, “God’s stimulus package is paid for in full by His Son Jesus Christ.”     
Christ as Lord is seated at the right hand of the Father.  “When we affirm Christ as Lord, who “sits at the right hand of the Father” we affirm our faith that, in spite of human sin and all its painful consequences, God is and will be victorious over all the forces of evil and over death itself.”  “Jesus Christ who was raised from the dead, who is at the right hand of God, is our advocate, the high priest who always makes intercession for those who draw near to God through him and who for all time to save them.”

“He will come again to judge the living and the dead.”   “ In proclaiming that,“ Christ will come again” we affirm our faith that though this world will come to an end, nevertheless God’s history with His creation will be brought to a final completion in the One in whom all things had their beginning, the One who is the Alpha and the Omega.” “Christians are confident that the joy of creation and redemption will be fully shared by the faithful followers of Christ”


Why does Jesus Christ matter?  Ask randomly one hundred people if they think they are good people.  Ninety five or more will say yes they are good people.  But are we a good people?  No we are not.  “There is not one who does good.”
  “There is only one who is good.”
  In the sight of God we are born of flesh and in original sin.  Original sin is the “lack of ability to trust, fear, or love God; and concupiscence, which pursues carnal ends contrary to the Word of God.”
  “We are not righteous, but our judge is the righteous One.  We cannot abdicate our human responsibility for our sin, but we face our judgment trusting in God’s merciful and forgiving love, revealed to us in the Christ who himself has gone through the suffering and vindication.”
  “God acknowledged him through the resurrection and confirmed the claim of his message – the claim that the salvation of men, or their ruin, depends solely on their attitude towards the divine future and therefore also on their attitude to Jesus.”
  

So to hear the Word is to know Jesus is “the doctrine which teaches what a man should believe in order to obtain forgiveness of sins from God.”
  Without this good news people would live in utter despair and not know love. We would live in this earthly existence with no purpose, in chaos and suffering with no hope and die to corruption.  That is why who Jesus Christ is and what he did matters!  He frees us, liberates us from the guilt and punishment of our sin, he overcomes death, brings purpose to our life, with light, love, joy and hope.

It is this understanding of God’s love and faith that brings some people into agape love.  “Agape is the understanding, creative, redemptive good will for all men (sic).  Biblical theologians would say it is the love of God working in the minds of men (sic).  It is an over flowing love which seeks nothing in return.  And when you come to love on this level you begin to love men (sic) not because they are likeable…….. but because God loves them.”
    This type of Christian faith was at the foundation of Martin Luther King’s, Jr. ministry and freedom movement.  Hopefully this Christian faith is and will be the foundation for many of our leaders efforts and decisions both present and yet to come.
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