Remember

How do we want to be remembered?  When some one dear to us dies how do we remembered him/her?  Are we ready for our departure?  Is the memory we want left behind established the way we want it to be?  If not, how much time do we think we have to change it?  

Recently, I read a book written by Charles Swindoll that asked some thought provoking questions.  They went something like this.  Who was the President of the United States in 1901?  Who won the most Olympic gold medals in 1980?  In what year did World War-I start?  What was the name of the man who first walked on the moon, and in what year?  Who won baseball’s world series in 1990?  Who won football’s super-bowl in 1991?  What year did the first space shuttle launch?  Who ran against President Nixon in 1972?  What year did Alaska become part of the United States?  What year did the polio vaccine become available?  According to most people these are questions about significant events.  How many correct answers did you have? 

 Now as Mr. Swindoll did in his book lets ask some questions that could be considered less significant from a global perspective.  Who has been a special person to you?  Who was your favorite teacher?  Who has touched your life in a very positive way?  Who has cared about you during difficult times?   Who was your first real friend?  Who do you remember helping you the most?  Who gave you the most support in your life?  Who forgave you when you needed to be forgiven?  What person has changed your life for the better?  Who took time for you?  Who has shown you love, kindness, and understanding that you will always remember?  

From that little exercise it should be clear that how we remember others is how others remember us.  

Is life being the smartest person, the best in sports, the wealthiest in the family or in our community, to always be the star, to have the biggest home or newest car, the best dressed, to always be in charge, to know it all, or work hard for an abundant retirement fund?  Have you ever read a gravestone that says here lays John Doe, he regrets not spending more time at work, or he died with a large retirement fund intact and a very nice car.  Or, here lays Jane Doe she had a big house, always well dressed and always knew everything.  Is it important how we are remembered?  

“How we are remembered is not important, what we remember is.” 

 Remembering that we are all children of God that our life on earth is in preparation for eternity, that Jesus Christ is our savior, and that having faith will fill our hearts with the Holy Spirit.  Remembering that Jesus said Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and mind. This is the first and greatest commandment.  The second most important is; love you neighbor as much as you love yourself.  Keeping only these two commands you find that you are obeying all others.  

The fact is God for the purpose of God created us. If we remember that we are here for God created by God our thoughts, decisions, efforts, actions and mere existence changes.  When we forget who we are and why we are here we become lost, confused, and misguided.  It is not easy keeping focused with God and understanding His will for us.

On the other hand we all know it is very easy to get wrapped up in our world of materialism, pride, ego, power, politics and prestige.  When the weeks, months, some times years come when we loose site of who created us and for what reason life becomes empty.  It is then we wander around trying to fill that void with worldly processions, looking for power, prestige and trying to satisfy our human egos.  Remembering what is important on a daily basis is hard.  

If you pray every day to God, He will guide you.  Your relationship with God grows every time you pause and worship Him.  God rejoices when you remember Him and ask for His help.  When you accept God, build your relationship with God He guides you and His will becomes yours. So how we are remembered is not important what we remember is. God created us for His purpose.  When we understand that and consistently do God’s will it will automatically take care of how others will remember us.

Go in Peace and serve the Lord and do God’s will,

Gary D. Taber

