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Goods Movement – Good or Evil

The town hall meeting about goods movement in Long Beach port area raised number of issues to be discussed among people that are affected by the goods movement.  Some of the positive externalities resulting from the goods movement are increased activities in Long Beach port which made Long Beach one of the busiest port in the states, increased capitals from fees paid for containers and goods movement by companies and increased employment opportunities.  


It seems like, however, that negative externalities outweigh positive externalities by long shot.  Negative externalities are such that within next fifteen years, pollutions from goods movement will cost more money for Long Beach to spend fighting the pollution, serious health risk for citizens of Long Beach such as lung problems and premature death caused by pollutions resulting from goods movement and companies passing their fees to consumers where they are creating more problems for the city from their action.

There were proposals which could remedy the problems in the future.  Those proposals are implementing programs to reduce emissions from cargo handling equipment by using clean diesel fuel, install newer equipment and technology which has reduced pollution emission than current equipments, and develop and incorporate new and strict lease programs which will keep companies in check to follow tougher standard to keep the pollution down.  In order for these proposals to launch, it will first require large amount of money which the city is hoping to acquire from companies that are causing the negative externalities to begin with.   
