

Background Information

A. General Description of the Speech

General Purpose: To Inform

B. General Description of Audience

Young people, students, first year mass communication students (FMS department), students of Ngee Ann Polytechnic, ambitious.

C. Demographic Analysis

1. Age : 16-21

2. Gender : 15 ladies : 6 gentlemen

3. Education: Everyone has an ‘O’ – Level certificate, a couple have gone and done their ‘A’-Level, one has completed National Service. All would have some knowledge of war. 

4. Group Membership : Some are members of extra-curriculum groups in the polytechnic, most are not committed.

5. Cultural & Ethnic Background : ¾ are Chinese, ¼ are of other ethnic groups, 100% Asians, conservative & traditional (err …. maybe), lively, energetic, liberal (to a certain extend)

C. Psychological Profile

1. Factual Beliefs: War is cruel and should be avoided at all cost.

2. Opinions: Well, it’ll depend on individuals actually. Some say war is unnecessary and futile. One actually said that war is “bloody futile”.

3. Attitudes:  Most see soldiers as being brave and courageous. Though war should be avoided at all cause and both the soldiers and civilians suffer. 

Introduction
Opening Statement:       DULCE ET DECORUM EST 



      My friend, you would not tell with such high zest



          To children ardent for some desperate glory



                  The old Lie:Dulce et decorum est                             

                                              Pro patria mori*


                              

* “It is sweet and meet (fitting) to die for one’s country”
Thesis Statement: It is time we understand the physical and psychological turmoil that the soldiers have to go through during the and after the war.

First Main Point: During the war
Physical effects

· Risk of being exposed to chemicals and diseases

Gulf War: Potential exposure to oil-fire smoke and chemical hazards 


           Ordered to take pills and vaccines, which may have adverse side effects

Vietnam War: Spraying of defoliants containing dioxin - Agent Orange

Psychological effects

· Soldiers’ thoughts and emotions

Gulf War: Facing a completely different environment, harsh weather, filthy                     

                 environment living. 


             “Friendly Fires”

Vietnam War: Not much support from home



     “the boys of Vietnam, who fought a terrible vicious war without moral     

                         support from home”

Soldiers in any war pray hard that they would go safely back home to be reunited with their family and love ones.

Second Main Point: After the war
Physical effects

· Unexplained illnesses 

Gulf War: Gulf War Syndrome, Gulf War Illness Statistics

· Contracting diseases leading to death

Gulf War: Diseases can be contagious and infects wife and children


     Gulf Veterans diagnose with Aplastic Anemia

Vietnam War: High rates of cancer, children afflicted with abnormal birth defects

 Psychological effects

Gulf War: Lapses of short-term memory, insomnia, and nightmares


Vietnam War: Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder

Conclusion











