


Peterson Bluebird House








Materials Cutting and Assembly Instructions
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General Information:





Eastern bluebirds are one of the most popular songbirds in Illinois.  Their brilliant blue colors, delightful calls, clean habits, and family devotion have long provided inspiration to bird lovers.





Ideal bluebird habitat is comprised of mixed hardwood forests and grasslands.  The grassy areas may be  meadows, pastures, yards, cemeteries, highway rights-of way, or prairies.  It is best if the grass is short or sparse.  Mowed or grazed areas provide good habitat.  There should be power lines, fenceposts or scattered trees, etc. in grassy areas to provide feeding perches.  Bluebirds will sometimes nest in the backyards of homes in rural areas or on the fringe of urban areas.





Bluebird nests are neat, cup-shaped structures made of fine grass.  Usually there are five pale blue eggs in a clutch.





The Peterson bluebird house is the best type of bluebird house.  It is relatively safe for bluebirds and is easily cleaned.  The house(s) should be placed four or six feet above the ground and spaced about 100 yards apart.  The entrance hole should face the north, east or northeast to prevent sunlight from shining into the entrance hole and overheating the box interior.  A bluebird “trail” consists of five or more houses placed along a road or fenceline.  The house(s) should be ready by late March and should be checked every week to ten days from late March until mid-August.  A nest should be removed as soon as a brood leaves the nest box to make way for the next occupants.











Construction Materials:





The Peterson Bluebird House can be constructed from a variety of wood materials.  The best types of materials are those that will hold up well in the elements…such as hardwoods, hardboard siding, etc.  However, you also use left over items from your wood “junk” pile as well.  A few pieces of 2x4, some pine or OSB boards…just about anything.  These may not last as long as more expensive materials, but they will hold up for a few years.  (I have made several from OSB material, given them a coat of paint and they have lasted for 5 or 6 years.)  The cutting and assembly instructions are furnished herein….but the choice of building materials is yours.
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Sides:





Lay out and cut two “sides” from 7/16 inch, 1/2 inch, or (?) stock using the diagram below:
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Door :





From 3/4” stock, cut one piece 12-1/2” long by 3-7/16” wide.  Cut one end on 45 degree angle and drill entrance hole as indicated below:
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Top :





Cut one piece of (7/16”, 1/2”, or ?) material for roof as indicated below:
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Back:





Cut a piece of 2 x 4 to approximately 31 inches in length.  Cut one end on 63 degree angle as indicated below:
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Top & Bottom:





Cut a piece of 2 x 4 to approximately 12 inches in  length.  Make additional cuts as indicated below:





Cut one end at 45 degrees (point “A”).


Measure back 8-3/8 inches from point A and cut at 63 degree angle.


Measure back 3 inches from point B on the remaining piece and cut at 180 degrees.
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Assembly Drawing: 
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Assembly Instructions:











Using the Assembly Drawing on the preceding page as a reference, assemble the house in this order:








Lay the back, top, and bottom pieces on top of one side as indicated.  (points A,B,C, & D indicate the position of the “corners” of the side piece.


Using two 2-1/2 galvanized sheet rock screws (pre-drill holes to prevent splitting), join the back to the top as indicated.


Using two 2-1/2 galvanized sheet rock screws (pre-drill holes to prevent splitting), join the back to the bottom as indicated.


Lay the other side in position on top of the pieces just assembled and attach using nails or 1-1/4 inch galvanized sheet rock screws.


Turn the assembled pieces over and attach the first side in the same manner.


Installing the “door hinge” nails -  (Two 6 penny nails are recommended.):  Carefully position the door into the assembly as indicated.  (Notice there is a space at the top of the door which allows for ventilation.)  Drill holes (one on each side) for the “door hinge nails”. (Drill holes with drill bit slightly smaller in diameter as the nails to be used.) Holes should be drilled through the sides and partially into the door.  Install the nails and check to see that the door functions properly. 


Drill a hole (slightly larger diameter than the nail to be used) through one of the sides into the center of the thickness of the door.  This hole should be near the top of the door and should be drilled at an angle sloping slightly downward.  This hole will accept the nail that will be used as the “door latch”.


Install the roof centered on both of it’s sides and with only about an inch hanging over the rear of the house.   (More overhang is needed on the front of the house than the rear.)


Installing an additional layer of asphalt roofing or metal on top of the wood roof is acceptable but not required.


Painting is acceptable but not desirable.


Your birdhouse is now ready for mounting.  The assembled birdhouse can be nailed or screwed to a tree, fencepost, decorative post etc.  (You can also attach to a steel fence post using two “U” bolts.)

















This information provided by:





Gary Wece


325 Wece Lane


Murphysboro, IL  62966


gwece@intrnet.net











Note:  This information is also available on the Internet at the following address:


http://www.geocities.com/gwece/stuff.htm
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Note:


Using this drawing as a reference, follow the assembly instructions on the next page.
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Approximate position of the “nail” used as a “door latch”.
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Note:  Points A, B, C, & D indicate the position of the “corners” of the side piece.





Bottom





Drill hole through the side(s) and into the door to serve as “door hinges”. 
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Screws joining back to top & bottom
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