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100 Schools of Thought
Review of Geographical, Historical, Political, 
Cultural, and Economic Considerations

KEY

Overview of Warring States Period and the 100 Schools of Thought

During the Zhou period, society was organized in a feudal-type or decentralized system, but government became much more centralized with greater central control over politics and the economy, by taxing agriculture. Western Zhou dynasty had its capital at Hao, near the city of Xi'an, or Chang'an. In 771 B.C. the Zhou court was sacked, and its king was killed by invading barbarians who were allied with rebel lords. The capital was moved eastward to Luoyang in present-day Henan.   The Yangzi River was an important trade route.
The capital had to move from Xian to Luoyang because they lost the capital to invaders. Moving the capital made it more difficult for the rulers of the Zhou dynasty to control the state of China. After a period of stability, alliances shifted frequently which caused frequent upheaval.  Technological changes such as cast iron weapons and tools occurred during this period which also caused change. This contributed to continued warring because agriculture and commerce were able to expand and large armies developed (from smaller elite armies) This made states compete with each other to control the resources such as land and population.  Eastern Zhou and Autumn Spring periods were marked by continued warfare as with more than 150 kingdoms fighting to be dominant. 

Thinkers and intellectuals were employed to be advisers to kings/rulers on methods of government, war, and diplomacy.

Confucianism

What were the relationships of Confucianism? ruler & subject; parent & child; husband & wife; elder sibling & younger; friend & friend
Li means proper behavior.  Confucius thought that a ruler who had to resort to force he had already failed. Benevolent rule means to rule kindly or similar.  Rulers were not always able to rule benevolently. Good government would bring about good conduct in the people.
Legalism

Whereas Confucianism believed man was essentially good, Legalism believed man was essentially bad or selfish.   Legalists believed man could change through education and culture
Legalists thought the only way to keep people in check was to lay down laws and punish people without exception; establish firm control.  People should engage in occupations such as agriculture that benefited others.  Rule of Law meant that law was supreme over every individual including ruler.  The Legalists considered military service and agriculture as the only occupations beneficial to the welfare of the state. They discouraged education (scholarship).
Taosim/Daoism
Taoists follow the art of "wu wei," which is to let nature take its course.  People should plan in advance and consider carefully each action before making it, especially violent action. A Taoist is kind to other individuals, in part because being kind to someone tends to make that person kind to you. Taoists believe that people are compassionate by nature. Explain how Taoist look at military action? He will take military action when he has not seen far enough ahead to prevent the need for violence in the first place. When violence is needed, the Taoist leader will fight until he has achieved his goal, and then stop, saddened at the need for bloodshed and with resolve to foresee better into the future.
Mohism

Mozi (Mo Tzu) believed there was too much emphasis on duty and not enough emphasis on love. Common good comes out of loving and benefiting others. Mohists were opposed to war unless you were defending yourself/nation. Mohists believed in a utilitarian system in which actions, occupations, accomplishments are judged on their usefulness to society.
How did Mohist feel about cultural aspects such as music and funerals? They were wasteful not utilitarian.  Rulers in government was not mandate of heaven but should be based on merit; rulers should be obeyed but people have the right to criticize. Mohists believed people were able to change their circumstances and direct their life. Mohists believed in the greatest good for the greatest number.
Other Discussion Points

· How that might geography influence the philosophy by which you run a country?


Consider control of river system (for trade and agriculture), Extreme geographic features such 
as mountains, deserts, (barriers to communication), harsh climate (isolating regions)

Want to be able to control the river for trade and agriculture; extreme geographic conditions, including climate, means that areas will be much more isolated—might need a strong ruler to keep these areas unified with rest of China.
· What kind of philosophy might be best to bring about achievements in society?


Consider different kinds of achievements under certain types of philosophy (military 
achievements, economic, cultural, bureaucratic, etc)
Accept reasonable answers.
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