Anti-Muslim bias dangerously high in Europe-EU VIENNA, April 8 (Reuters) - Prejudice against Muslims is dangerously high in Europe and can lead to a vicious circle of isolation and radicalisation of immigrant youths, the head of the European Union's racism observatory said on Saturday. European countries have enough laws to foster integration, but they are not well implemented and real issues are often avoided, Beate Winkler, head of the European Monitoring Centre on Racism and Xenophobia, told over 100 imams from all over Europe at the meeting in Vienna. European Muslim prayer leaders at the session, organised by Austria during its presidency of the European Union, supported the goal of integrating their communities and Islam itself into European life, but said this needed time and creative thinking. "The level of discrimination against Muslim communities in Europe remains dangerously high," Winkler told the meeting. Winkler gave no statistical evidence but said her agency would soon publish two reports on Islamophobia in Europe. "This is an absolutely crucial moment in intercultural and interfaith relations in Europe," she told the meeting, noting "renewed attention in the so-called clash of civilisations." "Europe is home to an estimated 20 million Muslims," she said, denying any clash was inevitable. "Islam is as much a part of modern day Europe as it has been part of its history."(Posted @ 21:10 PST)
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