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   Is it not sad and eye-opening that all Muslim countries from Morocco to Indonesia are independent but only on paper? There is hardly any Muslim country in this world which formulates its internal or external policy independently in light of teachings of Islam to which peoples of all such countries profess their allegiance. Peoples of these countries have become so powerless that they are unable to choose or change their leadership, or aims and objectives of their existence. Honor and freedom have now become mirage for them, whereas insult and misery have now become signs of their recognition. The Qur’an tells us that a certain group was punished in the following manner:  

ضربت عليهم الذلّةُ والمسكنة وبآؤ بغضبٍ من الله (البقره 2: 61 )                                  

(They were covered with humiliation and misery; they drew on themselves the wrath of Allah)
It seems the Qur’anic punishment is now fate of the Muslim Ummah. Muslim countries are being attacked and occupied. Muslims are being killed in mass. Their houses are being razed, and properties destroyed. They have become a laughing stock, and a target of every Tom and Harry to kick around. This is what is in stock for Muslims in this world; and what awaits them in the Hereafter is not difficult to visualize.
   O Muslim brothers and sisters! Why? Have we ever found some time to think over it? Let us then ponder over this point collectively. Where have Muslims been guilty of flouting Allah’s and his Messenger’s commands?  The answer to this question seems quite obvious- in every aspect of their lives. Let me elaborate this point a little bit with a perspective of a Muslim living in North America.

   Unfortunately, first of all Muslims are disunited and scattered, not only all over the world but here in North America as well. Muslims here recognize themselves by their old regional or lingual affiliations. Drinking alcohol, indulging in drugs, illicit sex and moral degradation are now prevalent among Muslim youth. Building houses after houses on interest is now common. Muslims’ functions and programs start late- Time has no value to them. In functions and ceremonies, free mixing of men and women is now norm of the day. Dresses of women in the name of fashion and civilization reveal more and cover less. Parents are treated like buddies or even as adversaries. Sex and selfishness have replaced love and sacrifice in married life. Ridiculing religious scholars is sign of advancement. In Muslim countries, at least personal religious laws are being practiced, but here Muslims do not care of such laws any more. For example, there are few Muslims who have ever thought of preserving Islamic laws of inheritance. 

   Young generation is ignorant of Arabic and Urdu. These two languages are important for Muslims of all ages and regions because they contain rich Islamic literature. Generation of Islamic literature in English is not an easy and quick project. It will take hundreds of years to generate original Islamic literature in English. Meanwhile, to make Islamic literature available to coming generations, it is a must to keep at least these two languages alive.

   It is Allah’s favor and blessings on us that we are living in this great region of prosperity and freedom. But instead of fulfilling our duties assigned to us by our Creator and living as righteous practicing Muslims, we have blindly adopted evil and detested way of life. 

   Allah has made us a moderate exemplary ummah and assigned us a duty of witnessing the Truth:

وكذالك جعلناكم أُمة وسطًا لتكونوا شهدآء على الناس(البقره 2: 143) 
(Thus have we made of you an ummah justly balanced, that you might be witness over the nations).
Allah asks Muslims to witness over other nations. Witness what? We should now better understand its answer. Muslims are those who have recognized the Truth. They are asked to witness this Truth to all others as well. This witnessing should prove at least to the people of this land that the Truth to which they are invited is the Truth. All the messengers and the prophets who came to this word did fulfill this mission, and so did the Messenger Muhammad (S) when he asked the people in the Farewell Pilgrimage about completion of his mission, and the entire gathering unanimously said yes. After him, this mission of witnessing the Truth passed on to his ummah. All Muslims, being members of this ummah, are now, collectively and individually, responsible to witness this Truth.

   Before we study how to witness the Truth, let us clearly understand the Truth itself. Briefly, the Truth means there is no deity except Allah and Muhammad is his Messenger. It implies that all men are servants of Allah; they must obey his commands as communicated, orally and in practice, to them by his Last Messenger Muhammad (S).

   Now Muslims in North America can witness the Truth over their fellow citizens, both orally and in practice. 

   We should inform of the Truth (the code of life as enunciated by the Qur’an and Sunnah), gently and peacefully, to the people of our region by all oral means such as writings in magazines, news papers, flyers, internet, TV talks, speeches and presentations in conventions, audio and video cassettes, CDs, DVDs, seminars, and inter-group dialogues, etc. We have to use all such media to let people know our true beliefs; our moral codes; codes of business, employment, labor and wages; our legal, social, cultural, and political codes. We have to compare rationally and logically all such beliefs and codes to others’, and show the people how and why our codes are superior and much more natural and beneficial to all of us and them. That is why Allah had sent his Last Messenger: 

هو الذى ارسل رسوله بالهدى و دين الحق ليظهره على الدين كله (الصف 61: 9)
(It is he who has sent his Messenger with Guidance and the Religion of Truth, that he may proclaim it over all codes).          
It is now our duty to continue his mission onward and forever. This has to be done collectively and with concerted efforts using all our resources and energy. We should focus our resources and energy on explaining beautifully how teachings of Islam, especially on those subjects that are being severely attacked, such as status of women in society, are superior, natural and most practical than those professed by the current secular society. Are men perfect model to be copied by women? Are women inferior to men?  Why should women then copy men in dress, behavior, and social norms? Islam gives women an independent identity quite separate from men. A woman has her own identity by birth, either as a daughter or as a mother. She is Aisha bint Abi Bakr (R). She is Humaira (Little Red). She is Siddiqah (Lady of Truth). She is Fatimah bint Muhammad (R). She is not known as Mrs. Ali. A woman takes pride in being a woman, and not in being the same as a man. She has her own needs and desires quite different than those of men to fulfill. She has different duties to fulfill, assigned to her by mother- nature than the ones assigned to men. She, therefore, has a lot of rights different, and probably more, from those of men. Of-course, as far as basic human needs are concerned, she has all those rights which a human being should have. She is a dignified person having her own soul and body. She has mercy, compassion and love in her nature. She commands honor and respect because of her soul and identity. Islam refuses to make woman a piece of attraction or decoration or toy of amusement for men. Islam lifts woman from such degradation to a high status of equal (and not the same) and complementary human being to that of man. 
   Another method of witnessing the Truth is by actions and deeds. Just words, either by speech or in writing, are not enough to convince the people. There are so many theories and philosophies floating around us, but of no effect because they are not practiced. We have to practice what we preach to let people see the fruits of Islamic teachings. Our behavior and conduct should please people around us. We have to show how our family life is full of love and bliss because of following Islamic principles. We have to raise children and youth free of all social evils such as drugs, sex and alcohol by practicing Islam in our homes. We have to show how our business is based on honesty and welfare. We have to show how our women are able to achieve their objectives of contributing to the uplift of the society in general, and of their own folk in particular, in the world by practicing Islamic rights and duties assigned to them. For example, Muslim woman has to show, by avoiding mixed gatherings and refusing to become attaché of her men-folk, that she can fully play her own separate role in the society.
   Our social life, based on Islamic norms, should be a model for others. All these can be achieved only when all Muslims play their individual and collective role with zeal and devotion. Example of how much zeal and devotion to the cause we need is that of the Messenger of Allah (S). He asserted so much devotion and energy that Allah had to say: 
فلعلك باخع نفسك على آثا رهم إن لم يؤمنوا بهذا الحديث أَسفًا (الكهف 18: 6)
(Thou would only, perchance, fret thyself to death, following after them, in grief, if they believe not in the message)
To develop this much zeal and devotion, and to strengthen our resolve and perseverance, we must adopt the same technique that was prescribed by Allah to his Messenger (S)- practice and habit of standing at night to seek his help: 
و من اليل فاسجد له و سبحه ليلا طويلا (الانسان 76: 26)
(And part of the night, prostrate thyself to him; and glorify him a long night through)
         When we are able to witness the Truth, orally and in practice, then and only then we can regain honor, respect and rights to live and practice our own way of life in the world, and forgiveness of Allah in the Hereafter. To start with let us first proclaim with pride and dignity that we are Muslims, and be not shy or afraid of it; and that is what Allah says:                                   

ومن أَحسن قولاً ممن دعآ الى الله و عمل صالحًا و قال إننى من المسلمين (فصلت 41: 33)
(Who is better in speech than one who calls (men) to Allah, works righteousness, and says, “I am of those who bow in Islam”?).               
