Islam and the West 

Islam and the Western Civilization – A dialogue
Dr. Mustafa Sabai / Translation by: Owais Hasan 

Dr. Sabai was a non-exemplary leader of Akhwanul Muslimoon in Syria. Many years he was a head of Shariah faculty in Damascus University and the Managing Director of a reputed magazine called Hazaratul Islam. He went to West Germany for a medical treatment just one year before he passed away (1963). On his way back home a German reporter took an interview with him and the translation is presenting to you from an article published in Hazaratul Islam. Despite passing more than four decades the West still has the same proud feeling and style. In fact the clashes of civilization is not a new concept, the leadership for Islamic Movement were facing the same challenges then as we are facing in the current time. (The Managing Director)

· German Reporter: What is the point of view of Islam about the movements against the colonial powers and the social deprivation running by the Muslims? 

· Doctor Sabai: Islam is a free religion. Neither does it like that some one bow down in front of an Imperialist nor does it want someone to become backward in business lifestyles. It was an Islamic education that has protected Arabs from 1400 years indulging in the foolish tribal customary lifestyles. It was the teaching of Islam that made Arabs the torch bearer of Peace, Justice and the freedom worldwide, taught them civilization, removed the veils of ignorance from their eyes, freed them from worshipping all but one God, and taught them true spirit of brotherhood among the humanity which neither an old or newest religion nor any philosophy of life could teach such principles. 

· German Reporter: What are the reasons that Muslims are backward from the current civilized nations, then? 

· Doctor Sabai: There are many reasons for it and the most important reason is that the current time the people are impressed by the Imperialism. Whenever the Muslims are tied up with the imperialistic system, the Imperialists are doing with their all means and capabilities to destruct the true message of Islam, destructing the Islamic education, and trying their best to distract the new generation away from the real spirit of Islam. Therefore the Western nations are the main hurdles and reason to stop the advancement of Muslims in their religion. 

· German reporter: I could not understand that America, Britain, and France are fighting against Islam. 

· Doctor Sabai: We do not doubt about fighting against Islam and keeping the enmity involvement by the East and the West. I have recently returned from the West Germany few days ago. Whatever I have seen there, I present to you as a proof of enmity of the West against Islam. I was worried after observing there that in each walk of life whether it was a research or expert opinion field or a propaganda field, Universities, Churches or a private meetings, Radio or a Television, everywhere they are trying to destruct the true facts about Islam and creating the bad names for Muslims by a very systematic plan. Do you deny about this fact? 

· German Reporter: It is right! , and the reason for it is that you did not follow along the Civilization and get behind. 

· Doctor Sabai: In what field we look left behind as compare to your Civilization? 

· German Reporter: For instance take an example of a status of a woman. You do not permit that a woman with her husband be allowed to attend in meetings and gatherings and dance. You insist that she do not work in the industries. 

· Doctor Sabai: Do you think that a woman is more secure in your society after emerging out of her house? Don’t you think that this practice has brought you all toward the destruction of a family system, and year after year the increase in moral corruptions and illegal children? 

· German Reporter: I agreed upon that our family system is completely destructed and through this destruction we have suffered a great pain but it is such a compensation through which we are able to achieve our advancement of knowledge. 

· Doctor Sabai: When it is clear upon you the damages and the results of woman going out to the ordinary gatherings then why you are enforcing your philosophy upon us. However you have already paid a great price for it, why do you want us to quit our family values and structure that has proven and protected our great family system. 

· German Reporter: I want to clarify this point: You are in need of our knowledge advancements and we can share this knowledge to you but we believe that if you wish to take only one aspect of our civilization then it cannot be possible. You have to take it in full with all its advantages and disadvantages and you have to pay the same price that what we have paid for. 

· Doctor Sabai: I want to ask you that if it was a must and fundamental basis of your civilization that the women have to come out from their houses and work in the industries and whether it was not possible for your civilization to advance without such concept? 

· German Reporter: When we begin to advance in our industrial success we did not have the adequate number of men to fulfill the production demand. Therefore we were compelled to have our women work in the industries. 

· Doctor Sabai: Then why do you want us to acquire such things that you have adopted under helpless situation while we do not feel helpless to adopt it. In my opinion in fact the West had two reasons to bring their women out of their houses and have them work in the ordinary fields of life. Firstly; you like to see a woman every time and every where beside yourself. Secondly; you are not prepared to bear her expenses as a wife and a daughter. For this reason you have compelled your women to go out and work in the industries to bear her expenses by her own. We do not possess the both reasons in our society. Islam does not allow such amalgamation of genders. Therefore our Men do not like to see Women everywhere and our Islamic system of interdependency make one man necessary to bear expenses for his mother, wife, and his daughter unless they get married. For this is the reason our women are exempted for such responsibilities in order to take care of household and their children. Therefore we can keep intact the stability of our family system and our increased moral standards and still take the advantages of your advancement in knowledge. Your famous magazine ‘Citizen’ has published a research article in its previous circulation about labor class women in Germany that tells us that the majority of women work because there is no one to bear their expenses. Further more they keep looking for their husband among their colleagues. In our society the women do not find these two reasons to work outside. 

· German Reporter: I have a doubt that you may not be able to safeguard yourself from the damages of our civilization. 

· Doctor Sabai: I have a strong believe that this is possible if we have such governments that will put right direction to our success, with the feelings of self respect and avoiding blindly following the civilization. 

· German Reporter: Let’s take another subject to discuss. In Europe; catholic churches with their lenient and progressive ideas are successful to establish their values in the heart of people. Does Islam have the flexibility to cope with the progress of life? 

· Doctor Sabai: We have to establish the meaning of our understanding for it. After all what is the meaning of flexibility and progress? Whether the flexibility and the progress are the same what we have observed in Europe? The fact of the matter is that the flexibility in your churches appeared in the form of man and women clubs where dancing and drinking are done in front of priest; but rather he is the one who start all this first with dancing and drinking. In this club the boys and girls enjoys the mixed picnic parties in which it is hard to protect themselves from the moral corruptions which are universally prohibited by all the religions in the world. So therefore if you wish to have the same flexibility in Islam then it is highly impossible. In fact there are some definite etiquette in Islam and have a definite system which if violated then becomes the new religion but does not remain the same religion of Islam. After all what is the benefit of that religion that does not put limit on transgression in human lives and does not give rulings on the punishment upon the transgression and the sinful acts. 

· German Reporter:  In that case you will suffer from lots of difficulties. Catholic churches have lost their respect in the heart of people due to their stringent policies and I fear the same for Islam since it does not show any form of flexibility. 

· Doctor Sabai: What do you think whether adultery and drinking are harmful or not? 

· German Reporter: These are not only harmful but rather strictly prohibited. 

· Doctor Sabai: But the churches are encouraging it. Itself in Germany just before the occasion of ‘Big Fasting Day’ in the months of Carnivals they celebrate the festival for continuous three days in the supervision and by the approval of churches in which there is no accountability on immoral and non-religious activities. Through the statistics it is also known that every year after the carnival there are more virgin pregnant in numbers then before. After such acts what effect and respect of churches remains on the heart of people? What kind of flexibility is this that you wish for Islam to have it as well? You may know it very well that there are not many people attracted toward churches than what you wish them to be. Despite the support of government and putting churches taxes on them people are less interested going out to churches. So much so some Germans have accepted the Buddhist religion and constructed a regular religious place (Temple) in Frankfurt. Do you know that Buddhist worships idols? The human intellects have accepted it among some nation in the time of ignorance and dark ages. Does it not surprising that in 20th century the intellects of Europe are accepting the worship of idols and are constructing the temple for it? Where is that impression and respect in the heart of people for which you are talking about? 

If you wish that Islam should become the flexible religion and allow people to fulfill their ill wishes then I like to clearly explain to you that this sort of flexibility in Islam does not exist, however the flexibility that Islam has is to accept and benefit from everything that is good. Acquire the knowledge and the capability of advancement in research. This type of flexibility is shown by our many young students in your country, and Europe and America those who go to the universities for higher education and live in the centre of your civilization and despite yet protecting their morals and characters according to what Islam demands from them. Neither they get involve in drinking, nor they go astray and changes their way of life. This is the thing that brought them respect in the eyes of their teacher and their neighbors. I have heard by myself that how surprised German and other Europeans get upon their noble characters. One German told me who was well known to one of such young student that this young boy seems like a priest. I do not think that if there is someone else than them in the world possessing such morals and steadfastness. If there is any flexibility in Islam that exist then this is the example for it. Islam welcome knowledge, get benefit from the civilizations, but avoids the failures and defects of the civilizations. And this is the proof of it that we can benefit from your civilization and advance knowledge while not accepting the failures of your civilization.

· German Reporter: This is right. I have lived in Germany with such young students. Fact of the matter is that how they have protected themselves from the temptations and attractions of our civilization, I am myself is very much surprised. So much so when I have told in a live talk that in Germany and different countries of Europe there are young people of ages 24 to 25 who have never yet involved any form of sexual relationship then no one believed myself. However as far as carnivals are concerns I suspect this is due to confession of catholic religion that does not exist in Islam. This is the reason that stops your young people to indulge them in immoral acts. 

· Doctor Sabai: You can see yourself that we do not go to your countries because we like your culture and moral values. For this is the reason that without making ourselves an equal partner in your failures we can still get benefit from the advancement of your knowledge. 

· German Reporter: I am very thankful to you. You have taught me such a fact for which I was ignorant before and that we cannot impress you with our social life styles. You are very much aware of the failures of it and consciously trying to keep away from it. Similarly I am thankful to you for removing my misconception about Islam. Till to date I was thinking about myself that I am the one who knows more than anybody about Islam, Muslims, and the problems of their civilization, but you have informed me that I do not know nothing, God Bless you (December 1964). 

