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         Even some Muslims who are influenced by the propaganda of the Western secular civilization think that every person, whether believer or non-believer, who does righteous deeds in this world will get reward of his deeds in the Hereafter. In other words a notion is being advocated that the basis of reward in the Hereafter is only good deeds in this world; thus Allah can reward or punish to anyone, whether Muslim or non-Muslim, whom He wills, since every person is Allah’s servant; however, the Qur’an teaches us that Allah not only does not accept the deeds of the non-believers, but He decrees punishment for them in the Hereafter, too. Here under the following points, we shall show in details in the light of the Qur’anic verses the error of the “advocates” of the non-believers or “rejecters” of Faith:
1. The arguments of the “advocates” and their analysis.
2. What is “rejection” or non-belief?

3. The reality of the righteous deeds of rejecters.

The arguments of the “advocates” and their analysis:
         There are people who argue that a good doer, whether a Jew or a Christian or anyone else, will have no fear or grief in the Hereafter, on the basis of the verse (2: 62) of the Qur’an and the following verse,

إِنَّ الَّذِينَ ءَامَنُوا وَالَّذِينَ هَادُوا وَالصَّابِئُونَ وَالنَّصَارَىٰ مَن ءَامَنَ بِاللهِ وَاليَومِ الآخِرِ وَ عَمِلَ صَالِحًا فَلاَ خَوفٌ عَلَيهِم وَلاَ هُم يَحزَنُونَ (المآئدہ 69)
(Those who believe, those who follow the Judaic religion, the Sabians, and the Christians-any who believe in Allah, the Last Day, and do righteous deeds- on them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve). (Al-Maidah 5:69)
First, this argument is based on total ignorance of the background of the revelation of this verse. In fact with the above verse, Allah has repudiated the claim of the Jews and the Christians that they are chosen people of God, and that none will enter the Paradise except the people of their own faith:

وَقَالُوا لَن يَدخُلَ الجَنَّةَ إِلاَّ مَن كَانَ هُودًا اَو نَصَارَىٰ  ۗۗ  تِلكَ أَمَانِيُّهُم ۚ  (البقره 111)
(And they say, “None can enter Paradise unless he is a Jew or a Christian.” Those are their desires.). (Al-Baqarah 2:111)
(For further discussion, please see Tafheemul Qur’an and A. Yusuf Ali’s Translation)
Second, Allah has put a condition of Belief or Faith with the righteous deeds in the verse (6: 69) above for the reward. He has repeatedly emphasized this condition of belief, for example, He says in the verse (4: 124),

وَمَن يَعمَل مِنَ الصَّالِحَاتِ مِن ذ َكرٍأَوأُنثَىٰ وَهُوَمُؤمِنُ ُ فَأُولَـٰٓئِكَ يَدخُلوُنَ الجَنَّةَ وَلاَ يُظلَمُونَ نَقِيرًا○
(If any do deeds of righteousness-whether male or female-and have faith, they will enter Heaven, and not the least injustice will be done to them)
Similarly, this condition of Belief with the righteous deeds can be seen in the verses (16: 97), (20: 112), and (21: 94), etc. This proves that for the success in the Hereafter, one must have Belief along with the righteous deeds. Though the Belief is not the subject of this article, it is necessary to briefly understand what type of Belief is required along with the righteous deeds. For example, the Qur’an describes the Belief in (2: 285) as follows:

كُلٌ ءَامَنَ بِاللهِ وَ مَلَـٰٓئِكَتِهِ وَ كُتُبِهِ وَ رُسُلِهِ لاَ نُفَرِّقُ بَينَ أَحَدٍ مِّن رُّسُلِهِ ۚ (البقره 285)
(Each one of them believes in Allah, His angels, His books, and His messengers.)
The other important point to note is that the people of Al-A’raf (the Heights) after recognizing some selected people of the Hell will call them and say, “Now you have seen that today neither your groups nor your worldly possessions of which you were very proud of are of any use to you.” (7: 48) 

Then, they invited the attention of those people of the Hell towards the people of the Paradise and said in (7: 49),

أَهَـٰٓؤُلآءِ الَّذِينَ أَقسَمتُم لاَيَنَالُهُمُ اللهُ بِرَحمَةٍ ۚ أُد خُلُوا الجَنَّةَ لا خََوفٌ عَلَيكُم وَلآ اَنتُم تَحزَنُونَ ○
(Behold! Are these not the men whom you swore that Allah with His Mercy would never bless? Enter you the Garden: No fear shall be on you, nor shall you grieve).(7: 49)
The “advocates” of the rejecters, who like to see the rejecters in the Paradise, claim on the basis of this verse that Allah will enter those rejecters in the Paradise about whom the people say that they will not enter in the Paradise. An explanation or deduction without proper reference to the context (in this case, the meaning of (7: 49) has been separated from the context of (7: 48)) is indeed a very daring act; these “advocates” are the people about whom Allah says,
وَ إِن يَرَوا سَبِيلَ الرُُّشدِ لاَيَتََّخِذُوهُ سَبِيلاً وََإِن يَّرَوا سَبِيلَ الغَىِّ يَتَّخِذُوهُ سَبِيلاً ۚ  (الأعراف 146)
(And if they see the way of right conduct, they will not adopt it as the way; but if they see the way of error, that is the way they will adopt). (7:146) 
         Some of the “advocates” assert that a non-believer who does good work of sharing the pains of others, or who financially helps others, or who takes care of a widow, etc., will definitely get reward of his good deeds. The first answer to this assertion is that it is only an expression of their desires, because it is only Allah who decides the matter, and He has not given any authority to anyone else in this regard. He says that His decision does not depend upon any body’s wish,
لَّيسَ بِأَمَانِيِّكُم وَ لآ أَمَانِيِّ أَهلِ الكِتَابِ ۗ (النِّسَآء 123)
(Not your desires, nor those of the People of the Book (can prevail)). (4:123)
What is “Rejection” or Non-Belief?
         Allah has divided the mankind into two groups:

هُوَ الَّذِى خَلَقَكُم فَمِنكُم كافِرُ ُ وَمِنكُم مُّؤمِنُ ُۚ (تغابن 2)

(It is He who has created you; and of you are some who are non-believers, and some who are believers). (64: 2)
One group consists of all those humans who not only believe in one God, the Hereafter, Messenger of their time, and the Book revealed to him, but also believe in the past prophets and their Books, too; the Qur’an calls the people of this group Muslims (believers) and the people of the other group “rejecters” or non-believers. The latter group, thus, contains atheists, polytheists, and the People of the Book. We shall now study why the people of this group are called “rejecters”, and what is their punishment. Allah clearly tells us in chapter An-Nisa,
إِنَّ الَّذِينَ يَكفُرُونَ بِاللهِ وَرُسُلِهِ وَيُرِيدُونَ أَن يُفَرِّقُوا بَينَ اللهِ وَرُسُلِهِ وَيَقُولُونَ نُؤمِنُ بِبَعضٍ وَ نَكفُرُ بِبَعضٍ وَ 
يُرِيدُونَ أَن يَتَّخِذُوا بَينَ ذَالِكَ سَبِيلاً ○ أُولـٰٓئِكَ  هُمُ الكَافِرُونَ حََقًا ۚ وَأَعتَدنَا لِلكَافِرِينَ عَذَابًا مُّهِينًا (150-151)

(Those who deny Allah and His Messengers, those who wish to separate Allah from His Messengers, saying, “We believe in some, but reject others”, and those who wish to take a course midway- they are in truth the rejecters (non-believers) and we have prepared for them a humiliating punishment). (4: 150-151)
Here Allah has clearly said that those who do not believe Allah and His messengers (i.e. the atheists) are all rejecters. Moreover, all those who believe in some prophets and reject some others are also rejecters. Similarly, all those who think that all religions are Allah’s way, and argue to adopt a middle way between all the religions to resolve the differences of religions are also rejecters; for all of such people, there is a humiliating punishment.
         Allah calls all them rejecters who associate others with Him. They will have no success in the Hereafter,

وَمَن يَدعُ مَعَ الله إِلَـٰهًا ءَاخَرَ لابُرهَانَ لَهُ بِهِ فَإِنَّمَا حِسَابُهُ عِندَ رَبِّهِۚ إِنَّهُ لاَ يُفلِحُ الكَافِرُِونَ (المؤمنون 117)
(If anyone invokes, besides Allah, any other god, he has no authority thereof; and his reckoning will be only with His Lord! And verily the “rejecters” will fail to win through!) (23: 117)
On another place, Allah tells the people not to associate others with Him otherwise they will have nothing, but disgrace and shame:
لاَّ تَجعَل مَعَ اللهِ إِلَـٰهًا ءَاخَرَ فَتَقعُدَ مَذمُومًا مَّخذُولاً (الإسراء 22)
(Take not with Allah another object of worship; or you will sit in disgrace and destitution) (17: 22)
         Allah calls them rejecters, too, who do not believe in messengers; and for them, there is painful punishment,
َلَم يَاتِكُم نَبَؤُا الَّذِينَ كَفَرُوا مِن قَبلُ ۖ فَذَاقوُا وَبَالَ أَمرِهِم وَلَهُم عَذََابٌ أَلِيمٌ ○ ذَالِكَ بِأَنَّهُ كَانَت تَاتِيهِم رُسُلُهُم بِالبَيِّنَاتِ فَقَالُوا أَبَشَرُ ُ يَهدُونَنَا فَكَفَرُوا وَتَوَلَّواۚ  (التغابن 5- 6)
(Has not the story of those who rejected faith reached you? So they tasted the evil result of their conduct; and they had a grievous penalty. That was because there came to them messengers with clear signs, but they said, “Shall human beings direct us?” So they rejected and turned away.) (64: 5-6)
         Allah calls them rejecters, too, who reject to believe in the life after death (i.e. in the Hereafter). Allah tells the Messenger in chapter Ar-R’ad, 
وَإِن تَعجَب فَعَجبٌ قَولُهُم أَءِذَا كُنَّا تُرَابًا أَءِنَّا لَفِى خَلقٍ جَدِيدٍ ۗ أُولَـٰٓئِكَ الَّذِينَ كَفَرُوا بِرَبِّهِمۖ 
 وَأُولٰٓئِكَ الأغلاَلُ فِى أَعنَاقِهِم ۚ وَأُولٰٓئِكَ أَصحَابُ النَّارِ هُم فِيهَا خَالِدُونَ (5)

(If you do marvel, strange is their saying: “When we are actually dust, shall we indeed then be in a creation renewed?” They are those who deny their Lord! They are those round whose necks will be yokes; they will be companions of the Fire, to dwell therein).(13: 5) 

         Allah calls them non-believers, too, who showed their arrogance against His signs and expressed their doubts about Resurrection (Jathiyah: 31-32). Similarly, mocking of Allah or His Messenger or His signs is also rejection. Allah says,

وَلَئِن سَأَلتَهُم لَيَقُولُنَّ إِنَّمَا كُنَّا نَخُوضُ وَنَلعَبُ ۚ قُل أَبِاللهِ وَ ءَايَاتِهِ وَرَسُولِهِ كُنتُم تَستَهزِءُونَ ○ 
لاَ تَعتَذِرُواقَد كَفَرتُم بَعدَ إِيمَانِكُمۚ (التوبہ 65-66)
(If you do question them, they declare, “We were only talking idly and in play.” Say, “Was it at Allah, His verses, and His Messenger, that you were mocking?” Make no excuses: you have rejected faith after you had accepted it). (9: 65-66)
“Non-Belief” or “Rejection” of the People of the Book

         The Jews who do not believe in Jesus A and Muhammad (S) and their revealed Books, and the Christians who do not believe in Muhammad (S) and the Qur’an, are all non-believers. Allah has ordered the People of the Book in the Qur’an (3: 47) to believe in the Qur’an, but the Jews rejected this command and, hence, they became non-believers; and they have, consequently, earned Allah’s wrath and punishment (2: 89-90). 
         When Jesus A had called the Jews to fear Allah and to obey him, because that was the straight path, they had rejected his call. The Qur’an says,
فَلَمَّآ أَحَسَّ عِيسَىٰ مِنهُم الكُفرَ قَالَ مَن أَنصَارِىٓ إِلَى اللهِۖ (آلِ عِمرَانَ 52)

(When Jesus felt non-belief on their part, He said, “Who will be my helpers to Allah?”) (3:52)
Here the non-belief is attributed to the Jews, because they had neither accepted Jesus A as a messenger, nor had they obeyed his call. Those who had responded to his call are termed as Muslims. Jesus A was the Messenger of his time, and the Gospel was revealed to him. The Jews who are the People of the Book and the Romans who were polytheists both had rejected Jesus and had plotted to kill him; hence, Allah has decreed both of them as rejecters and consoled Jesus not to worry, 
إِذ قَا لَ اللهُ يَـٰعِيسَىٰٓ إِنِّى مُتَوَفِّيكَ وَرَافِعُكَ إِلَىَّ وَمُطَهِّرُكَ مِنَ الَّذِينَ كَفَرُوا (آل عمران 55)
(Behold! Allah said, “O Jesus! I will take you and raise you to myself and clear you of those who reject). (3: 55)
         Allah calls the Jewish tribe (Banu Nudhair) non- believers whom the Prophet (S) had expelled from their Station, after the battle of Uhud, because of their treason and conspiracy with the enemy, 
هُوَ الَّذِىٓ أَخرَجَ الَّذِينَ كَفََرُوا مِن أَهلِ الكِتَابِ مِن دِيَارِهِم لِأَوَّلِ الحَشرِۚ (الحشر 2)
(It is He who got out the non-believers among the People of the Book from their homes at the first gathering (of the forces)). (59: 2)
         Allah has called the Christians non-believers, too,
َقَد كَفَرَ الَّذِينَ قَالُوٓا إِنَّ اللهَ هُوَ المَسِيحُ ابنُ مَريَمَۚ  (المآئدہ 17،72)

(They do indeed blaspheme who say, “Allah is Christ the son of Mary.”) (5: 17, 72)
Allah has further said in (5: 73) that those who claim He is one of the Trinity are also non-believers; He declares that, if they do not repent, they will meet grievous punishment. Allah has forbidden people to associate others in divinity with Him (17: 39); in spite of that, the Jews call  Ezra son of God, and the Christians call Messiah son of God. Both these groups are on the footsteps of the past rejecters (9: 30). They call their scholars and priests their Lords (9: 31); thus, both of them practice polytheism; however, those people of the Book who believe in Allah, His signs, and the Last Day and do the righteous deeds will get their full rewards,
لَيسُوا سَوَآءً ۗ  مِّن أَهلِ الكِتَابِ أُمَّةُ ُ قَآئِمَةُ ُ يَتلُونَ ءَايَاتِ اللهِ ءَانَآءَ الَّيلِ وَهُم يَسجُدُونَ ○
 يُؤمِنُونَ بِاللهِ وَاليَومِ الآخِرِ وَيَأمُرُونَ بِالمَعرُوفِ وَ يَنهَونَ عَنِ المُنكَرِ وَيُسَارِعُونَ فِى الخَيرَاتِ
 وَ أُولَـٰٓئِكَ مِنَ الصَّالِحِينَ ○ وَمَا يَفعَلُوا مِن خَيرٍ فَلَن يُكفَرُوهُ ۗ  (آل عمران 113-115)

(Not all of them are alike; of the people of the Book are a portion that stand upright; they recite the verses of Allah all night long, and they prostrate themselves; they believe in Allah and the Last Day; they enjoin right, forbid wrong, and hasten in good work; they are among the righteous; of the good work that they do, nothing will be rejected of them). (3: 113-115)
         We have now clearly seen that a person, belonging to any group, religion or belief, who does not believe in one God, or who joins others with Him, or who rejects any prophet or Book, or who ridicules any one of them, or who rejects the Hereafter is a non-believer. Next, we shall see that Allah does not accept any deed of any such person.
The Reality of the Righteous deed of a Non-Believer
         Now we will address the question: Will a non-believer get reward of his righteous deeds of this world in the Hereafter? We have already studied above that none of the people, except Muslims, has Belief or Iman; how can, then, a non-believer earn reward of his deeds?

         First, if a good doer dies in the state of non-belief, all his good deeds will be in vain. Allah clarifies this point, in different ways, and on different places. On one place, He says,

إِنَّ الَّذِينَ كَفَرُوا لَن تُغنِىَ عَنهُم أَموَالُهُم وَلآ أَولادُهُم مِّنَ اللهِ شَيئًا ۖ  (آل عمران 116)
(Those who reject Faith-neither their possessions nor their progeny will avail them aught against Allah.) (3: 116)
It clearly says that the worldly resources of a rejecter will be of no use to him. On a different place, Allah says,

إِنَّ الَّذِينَ كَفَرُوا وَ مَاتُوا وَهثم كُفَّارٌ فَلَن يُّقبَلَ مِن أَحَدِهِم مِّل ءُالأَرضِ ذَهَبًا وَّلَوِافتَدٰى بِِهِ ۚ (آل عمران 91)

(As to those who reject Faith, and die rejecting-never would be accepted from any such as much gold as the earth contains). (3: 91)
Similarly, somewhere else Allah says, “Allah, the angels, and all the people curse those who are non-believers and die in the state of non-belief.” (Al-Baqarah 2: 161)
         Regarding the non-believers’ charity work, Allah says,

مَثَلُ مَا يُنفِقُونَ فِى هَـٰذِهِ الحَيَوٰةِ الدُّنيَا كَمَثَلِ رِيحٍ فِيهَا صِرٌّ أَصَابَت حَرثَ قَومٍ ظَلَمُوٓا أَنفُسَهُم فَأَهلَكَتهُ ۚ (آل عمران 117)
(What they spend in the life of this world may be likened to a wind which brings a nipping frost: it strikes and destroys the harvest of people who have wronged their own souls). (3: 117)
It means the rejecters have themselves destroyed their harvest of charity; and this destruction is due to their non-belief. In chapter At-Taubah, too, Allah says that the charity of those who reject Allah and His Messenger is not accepted (9: 54); it means a rejecter will not get any reward of his charity, whatever is the amount.
         On another place, Allah says that the one who rejects the Belief destroys his deeds himself,

ََمَن يَكفُر بِالإِيمَانِ فَقَد حَبِطَ عَمَلُهُ (المآئِدَه 5)
 (If any one rejects faith, fruitless is his work). (5: 5)       
         On another place, Allah says the same thing about those who reject His verses or the Last Day,

وَالَّذِينَ كَذَّبُوا بِِئَايَاتِنَا وَلِقَآءِ الأَخِرَةِ حَبِطَت أَعمَالُهُم ۚ (الاعراف 147)
(Those who reject our verses and the Meeting in the Hereafter-vain are their deeds). (7: 147)
         Yet, on another place, Allah says that even good deeds like building or visiting mosques are lost, because of non-belief or rejection,

ماكَانَ لِلمُشرِكِينَ أَن يَعمَرُوا مَسَاجِدَ اللهِ شَاهِدِينَ عَلَىٰٓ انفُسِهِم بِالكُفرۚ أُولَـٰٓئِكَ حَبِطَتَ أَعمَالُهُم وَ فِى النَّارِ هُم خَالِدُونَ (التوبه 17)
(It is not for such as join gods with Allah, to visit or maintain the mosques of Allah while they witness against their own souls to infidelity). (9: 17)
         On another place, Allah says the deeds of rejecters are like ashes which are scattered by winds,
َّمثَلُ الَّذِينَ كَفَرُوا بِرَبِّهِم ۖ  أَعمَالُهُم كَرَمَادٍ اشتَدَّت بِهِ الرِّيحُ فِى يَومٍ عَاصِفٍ ۖ  لاَّ يَقدِرُونَ مِمَّا كَسَبُوا عَلَىٰ شَيءٍ ۚ (ابراهيم 18)
(The parable of those who reject their Lord is that their works are as ashes, on which the wind blows furiously on a tempestuous day, no power have they over aught that they have earned). (Ibrahim 14: 18)
         On another place, Allah directs the Messenger (S) to tell the people, “Shall we tell you who are the most losers of their deeds? -those who have gone astray in the world, but they have the impression that they are doing good deeds; they are those who had rejected to accept Allah’s signs and the belief of their meeting with Him; therefore, their deeds are lost.” (Al-Kahf: 103-104)
         Giving another example in chapter An-Noor, Allah says that the deeds of rejecters are fruitless,

وَالَّذِينَ كَفَرُوٓاأَعمَالُهُم كَسَرَابِ ۭ بَقِيعةٍ يَحسَبَهُ الظَّمئَانُ مَآءً حَتَّىٰٓ إِذَا جَآءَهُ لَم يَجِدهُ شَيئًا (39)
(The deeds of rejecters are like a mirage in sandy deserts, which the man parched with thirst mistakes for water; until when he comes up to it, he finds it to be nothing). (24: 39)
Continuing after this example, Allah further illustrates His point yet by another example; He says, “There is a wave over the darkness in the depth of an ocean, there is a wave over the wave, and there are clouds over this wave; thus, there is darkness over the darkness; when a person takes out his hand, he hardly can see it; a person has no light whom Allah does not give light.”
         In their own hearts, the rejecters are exulting that Allah will have good rewards for them on the Day of Resurrection, if ever it is held; but Allah will tell them the reality of their deeds:

ََولَئِن رُّجِعتُ إِلَىٰ رَبِّىٓ إِنَّ لى عِندَهُ لَلحُسنَىٰ ۚ فَلَنُنَبِّئَنَّ الَّذِينَ كَفَرُوا بِمَا عَمِلُواۚ وَلَنُذِيقَنَّهُم مِّنَ  عَذَابٍ غَلِيظٍ (فصلت 50)
(But if I am brought back to my Lord, I have stored much good in His sight! But we will show the rejecters the truth of all that they did, and we shall give them the taste of a severe penalty). (41: 50)
         On another place, Allah says that there is penalty for the rejecters, because their deeds are lost, He says:
َوالَّذِينَ كَفَرُوا فَتَعسًا لَّهُم وَأًَضَلَّ أَعمَالَهُم ○ ذَالِكَ بِأَنَّهُم كَرِهُوا مَآأَنزَلَ اللهُ فَأَحبَطَ 
أَعمَالَهُم  )محمد 8-9)
(But for those who reject-for them is destruction, and their deeds will go astray. This is because they hate the Revelation of Allah; so he had made their deeds fruitless). (47: 8-9)
         In Allah’s system of life, non-belief is an open rebellion. Allah has warned His servants in advance that they will not be able to save themselves from His penalty in the Hereafter, if they reject His Way of life in this world; He says,

َ فََكَيفَ تَتَّقُونَ إِن كَفَرتُم يَومًا يَجعَلُ الوِلدَانَ شِيبًا (المُزَّمِّل 17)
(Then how shall you guard yourselves against a Day that will make children hoary-headed, if you reject?).  (73: 1)
One should fully understand that Allah does not do wrong to any of His servants. It is because a rejecter has wronged himself that he is brought in front of Allah and is given a humiliating punishment, even though he has good deeds in his account; it is exactly what Allah says, 
َوَمَاظَلَمَهُمُ اللهُُ وَلاكِن أَنفُسَهُم يَظلِمُونَ (آل عمران 117)
(It is not Allah that has wronged them, but they wrong themselves). (3: 117)
         Do not we see in this world that the court of justice always awards severe punishment to a rebel, irrespective of his earlier good deeds for the humanity? Perhaps that is why Allah asks the advocates of rejecters to tell Him who will defend the rejecters on the Day of Resurrection? He says,

هَـٰٓـأَنتُم هَـٰٓؤُلآءِ جَا دَلتُم عَنهُم فِى الحَيَـٰوةِ الدُّنيَا فَمَن يُجَادِلُ اللهَ عَنهُم يَومَ القِيَامَةِ أَم مَّن يَكُونُ عَلَيهِم وَكِيلاً (النسآء 109)
(Ah! These are the sort of people on whose behalf you may contend in this world; but who will contend with Allah on their behalf on the Day of Resurrection, or who will carry their affairs through?). (4: 109)
         In short, Allah does not accept a way of life based on any belief, other than Islam, whether it is full of the same deeds that are acceptable in Islam, as well. Allah says, 
وَمَن يَبتَغِ غَيرَالإِسلاَمَ دِينًا فَلَن يُقبَلَ مَنهُ ۚ وَهُوَفِى الأَخِرَةِ مِنَ الخَاسِرِينَ
 (آل عمران 85)
(If someone desires a religion other than Islam, never will it be accepted of him; and in the Hereafter he will be in the ranks of losers). (3: 85)
         It is also important to note that Allah will appreciate good deeds of a Muslim, too, only when he acts with the intention of getting their rewards in the Hereafter; Allah says,

وَمَن أَرَادَ الأَخِرَةَ وَ سَعَىٰ لَهَا سَعيَهَا وَ هُوَ مُؤمِنُ ُ فَأُولَـٰٓئِكَ كَانَ سَعيُهُم مَّشكُورًا (الإِسراء 19)
(Only striving of those who wish for the Hereafter, strive thereof with all due striving, and have Faith will be acceptable). (17: 19) 
A good explanation of this point is that hadith which says that Allah would throw three people- a scholar, a person of generosity, and a fighter- in the Hell, because their good deeds in the world were with the intention of getting praise and reward there in.
(This is what I think, and Allah knows the best).
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