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         Today’s children are tomorrow’s nation. Every nation and every community plans for the best upbringing and development of its new and young generation. It continuously plans, and provides all possible facilities for its growth, health, and education. 
         Parental love and care is the first and the foremost right of a child, but the present day society miserably fails to provide this right to its children. A game of competing among the members of the society in raising their living standards higher and higher has become the norm of the society. In result, both the parents are busy full-time n earning wealth outside their homes. They do not give their time to their children. Children are handed over to child-care centers or to baby-sitters. Thus, the children do not get their parents love and affection. Moreover, a family built on the principle of “same rights” and “same duties” is not a good model for the children, either. 
         The second important right of new generation is to get proper education in the light of the mission and the objectives of the community. The process of inducing the zeal and determination for advancement of the cause of life should be continuously upgraded and strengthened. 

However, as our youths in North America are getting modern secular education from their schools, this objective is also not fulfilled. Totally ignoring the moral and spiritual needs of a civilized society, the education is based on the sole objective of material uplift. 

         It is, therefore, not difficult to understand that most of the evil and disliked acts committed in our present day society, such as, murder, sex, drug, alcohol, etc. are due to the two main reasons: 1. the parents are not fulfilling the rights of their children; and 2. our system of education not only fails to build a strong disciplined character, it leads our youths to all sorts of destructive permissiveness.
         What is the solution? Only Islam gives a right solution: Be a good model, and help children grow on nature. Let us look into this a little bit in detail. 
         First, children should have a family of love, sacrifice, and obedient to God. This is possible, only if the parents are righteous ones (i.e. a good practicing father, and a good practicing mother). The Prophet (S) has advised the believers to choose righteous women for marriage. (Abu Hurairah R, Agreed Upon) Similarly, in another hadith The Prophet (S) has advised the guardians of girls to marry them as soon as they receive proposals from righteous people (Abu Hurairah R, Tirmidhi). Only such God-fearing and morally strong parents can create, and provide a healthy and fruitful atmosphere for their children to grow as good Muslims. They will form a model family based on mutual love, sacrifice, and cooperation. They will complement each other in rights and duties, rather than fight for the ‘same rights and duties’. While the father is away to earn their livings, the mother is at home to provide love and training to their children. The age of six to eleven years is a very crucial period in the life of a child. Whatever a child learns during this period lasts for ever. In this period, a mother can make or break her child. She can mold the character of her child to whatever she wants. She can impress the ability of knowing and doing good and righteous deeds in the mind of her child. It will then become a forever guiding light for her child. This is what the Messenger of Allah (S) had told us, when he said that the children are born on nature, these are their parents who mold their religions (words are mine).   
         Second, modern school education leads to a belief that this world is the ‘only and lasting’ truth, and the rest is fiction. This education builds a society on the pillars of such slogans as ‘Might is Right’, ‘Survival of the fittest’, ‘God is dead’, and ‘Money is God’, etc. This secular education is very powerful. It derives its strength from the power of the secular society and its government. This secular society has all the resources of life at its disposal.  Youths are thus led to believe in, and practice a totally moral-free and permissive culture of food, dress, social norms, and sports as the ultimate signs of advancement and civilization. However, the parental love and training is much more powerful and effective than the school teachings or social culture. To understand this point, let us recall the story of Prophet Isma’il A. He had no schooling, and he was raised in an idolatrous society; but when confronted to sacrifice his life in his youth, he readily submitted himself to the Will of God. What was the reason? He had received righteous parental watch and training! Dr. Iqbal, a famous poet-philosopher of Islam, has drawn our attention to this point, when he said:

یہ فیضان نظرتھا یاکہ مکتب کی کرامت تھی

سکھاۓ کس نے اسماعیل کو آداب فرزندی؟

(Was it due to good watch (supervision) or schooling that taught Isma’il the duties of a son?)
Likewise, Muslim parents can also take full control of shaping the lives of their youth in their hands. They can do it, if they show determination.  To achieve this success, they have to struggle on two different fronts:  1.Their own lives as living models, 2. and equipping their children with Islamic teachings.  
         First, the parents who want to save their children from the harmful effects of modern school education must reform their own lives. The parents must themselves acquire basic important knowledge of Islam, in addition to ritualistic knowledge of salat, zakat, and saum, etc. A parent who knows the theory of Islam, but does not know how to practice it in life can not help youth in growing as a good Muslim. Similarly, a parent, who professes Islam by word only, but thinks on secular lines, leads a secular life, is no good either.

         They should learn how Islam takes care of the needs of this world, and the Hereafter. Their own beliefs and culture of food, dress, social norms, and entertainment must totally conform to Islamic teachings. If they want their youth to grow as good Muslims, they have to think as Muslims, act as Muslims, see as Muslims, and talk as Muslims. Islam should run in their veins like blood. They have to root out inferiority complex from their souls. They have to develop their Islamic identity with honor and dignity. Their practice of Islam then will become the best argument and force, because the Messenger of Allah (S) had drawn the attention of his people to his own life as a solid proof of the goodness of his teachings:

فقد لبثت فيكم عمرًا من قبلهۚ أَفلا تعقلون○
(A whole lifetime before this have I tarried among you-Will you then not understand?).(Yunus 10: 16)
         Second, Muslim parents should ensure that their children learn Islamic way of life from the very beginning till the end of their education. In addition to what they teach at home, weekend Islamic education should also be adopted to increase and strengthen their knowledge. Magazines, journals, audio-visual and computer technologies, and such other resources of Islamic knowledge should be easily available at home. On regular basis, some times should be assigned for such studies. Attendance of prayers, seminars, lessons, etc. of Islamic centers and mosques should be made the norm of life. It will be extremely helpful, if the children are advised to join youth wing of some Islamic organization. Open, frank, knowledgeable, and rational discussions and consultations should be made with youths on different Islamic perspectives on relevant matters and issues, especially those concerning them in their lives. Let the youth understand the mechanism of the torch of Islam, and its light –light of natural instinct and urge- itself will lead him out of the darkness to the eternal Glitter.    
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