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 Letters  of  Charlottesville


Charlottesville, Virginia                              Issue 2                           Wednesday, September 18, 2002                          Shareware





Drought  Perspective





    The present municipal water shortage may be the greatest on record in Char-lottesville and urban Albemarle in terms of people to water ratio.  However, at least two other droughts since 1899 have been more dry locally.


    The current ten-month rainfall has totaled 25.32 inches from November to August.  The same period 1929-1930 saw 23.37 inches.  The most severe drought of record was Nov. 1976 to Aug. 1977 at 18.65 inches (Virginia Climate Advisory, October 1977).


    Authorities have designated 55% of water capacity as a trigger for new stricter mandatory conservation measures, or about 80 days of water supply remaining at normal demand.


    The remnants of Tropical Storm Hanna brought an inch or less of rain to central Virginia last  weekend.  Tropical cyclone Isidore, now in the central Caribbean Sea, is expected to become a hurricane and might follow a similar path bringing significant rains by mid next week to parts of the East Coast. 


News from Sep. 1930


    Local industry was booming despite the Great Depression not quite a year old.  The nation was in the middle of a crime wave blamed not on the economy, but on prohibition of alcohol.  Gunfights occurred weekly in Charlottesville and Albemarle.


    The Great Hurricane of 1930 grabbed headlines for two weeks (“STORM VICTIMS BEING BURNED IN SANTO DOMINGO,” Sep. 6, The Daily Progress).


    Other local stories in the Progress:  “WATER SHORTAGE IN LOCAL SCHOOLS,” Sep. 30.  “CROP PRO-SPECTS WORST IN YEARS,” Sep. 15.    “FALL ARMY WORM ATTACKING LAWNS,” Sep. 24.


    “BLIND WORKSHOP NEAR COM-PLETION”, Sep. 10.  “[Delegate L.L. Watts] traced the growth of the temporary workshop on South Fourth Street, East, which has been operating since 1925.”  The 1930 trade school for the blind on Monticello Rd. at Belmont Ave. was remodeled in the past two years.  From the sidewalk, the building appears to have no history whatsoever.


    For a flashback to the drought of ’77, see the previous issue of Letters of Charlottesville or visit:


www.geocities.com/HealingCharlottesville
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Data Source:  Office of State Climatology, University of Virginia
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