Jewish Home

Educator's Network

s the deadline for this issue on Burnout approached, and

then passed, I found myself experiencing firsthand the feel-
ings of being overwhelmed that are often associated with burnout.
Between appliances and household systems breaking down, trying
to push through two major projects (one of them JHEN), upheav-
als in our synagogue life, working on creating a new congregation,
sick animals, and the sudden realization that the next Bar Mitzvah
in our family was only six (no! FIVE!) weeks away, I suppose I had
some justification for feeling overwhelmed.

In an attempt to address some of the life issues without
encumbrances, [ made up a week's worth of assignments for my
children -- a lot of reading, some videos and games, math, internet
research -- mostly things that they enjoy. But the assienment sheets
were a wa_ e of my time. Less than 10% of my ugges on  assig.
ments wer  ac Jal ca e out -/ na irtually one ¢t house
holdand I 2 is=C ver. d:aty ith . ~cessfully.

V'h doe this “apy - 27 Tsusp ct that ‘or one th ag, o
children can sense when my attention is divided, when other wor-
ries are distracting me. This puts more stress on them, which they
in turn express in ways that add to my frustration and stress. It's a
vicious cycle.

Yet in the midst of the chaos that rule 1 here {2~ a oupl
of weeks, while I was searching for the re _eipt fcr ‘he "w ke re-
frigerator (so that the repairs would be c¢ -cccd uider the w.e
ranty), something interesting happened. I was searching through
four-year-old boxes of papers, dating f-om *he Hegirning of o1
homeschooling journey, and I kept cotin 3 acccss i ems ' hat e-
minded me why we had initially made 1.e d2c1s.or to h yme chc ol
The reasons we had then are just as valid now.

So, while you may see some advice from me in this issue,
don't think for a moment that [ have it z 1 toge her Thaze 11y
days of doubt and anxiety, the same neec t put the f~ 3 kack ch
my family and on our reasons for homesci.ocling. I'm king ¢ gaate
ful for the time I spent examining this topic so closely, actually. It's
giving me the impetus to get our family “..2 0ir heme: -hoc ling
back on track -- as soon as JHEN gets o = +he locr, a'1c El's Ban
Mitzvah plans are underway, and ...
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Burnout

We are very light on reader
input for this issue. Yet we believe
that burnout -- the panicked feeling
that deciding to homeschool was a
BIG mistake -- is something that most of
us go through at one time or another.

So this issue includes some ideas on

avoiding and on getting past burnout from

other sources as well. And when homeschooling is really
getting you down, try some Boredom Busters (page 9) or
find a homeschooling friend and train for the Guilt
Olvmpics (pa=13).

Fr )m K. -en Semple: Just a few vords on burnout.
What to o instead '« te ring oU_ yo T L ir, ,cre. mi g at
the kids, . °:ndingthc n t 200 < Lo 1-- D SCE DOL!!!
If you are = ot sut you are ou of ! War ~e  ~»m‘ wh re in
your home educating. This is the time to come to a
screeching halt, pause, reflect, and evaluate your approach
and how necessary all those field trips really are. This is
the time to take a break -- big time.

It s 0 ecsy 0 un ourselves ragged trying to live

¢ o shmen e elre’s idca of how to homeschool without
realizing we arc doing ie. We need to have our own educa-
tional philosophy. This is the time to remember to have re-
speee 0 e other, biiugs created in the image of God;
ro r~me noer tl a: ifc i <hort. These children are with you
tu'h acacst rerind  f ime. What memories do you want
them to have of these days?

One book that helped our family get on track was
7 dabiis of H ghly E j>ct ve Families by Stephen Covey. (You
. wish tH ead 7 HckFits of Highly Effective People before
you read the Fumilics book.) The author begins the
Effective People book with an excellent discussion on Viktor
F.ank’s petsprcue | n Lis experiences during the
Jilczaust. r the >cor, he guides you in creating a per-
sor.al missicn sratim ent The Families book guides your
family in creating a family mission statement. It really helps
give a senge of the family being a team and that we need
th worl to, e her o =cco mplish our mutually determined
sua's. " his really helps Hur family keep the focus of what
we are about. rutting nrst things first.

[t is important that your children own their educa-
tion and that you are not educating them. Education is not
something you can do to your children. If you are trying to
educate your children, you may shortly find yourself
burned out. If children have a sense of what the educa-
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tional plan is as a result of their input, they are much
more willing to cooperate with you when you decide some-
thing is essential that they have not previously bought into.
Just my two-cents worth.

From Joan Horowitz: How do you do this without
burning out? It isn't easy, but remember that people can
"burn out" at almost job you can think of. Here's my advice
-- be sure to take time for yourself. In fact, make it a top
priority. Get out of the house by yourself occasionally, or
(better yet, in my opinion) get all the kids out of the house
and have it all to yourself! I once checked into a hotel
over a weekend just to have some time by myself where I
didn't have to TALK to anyone. It was worth every penny.

Find people to talk to openly and honestly -- on
the internet if you don't have similar-thinking people near
you. There are many things in my life that I find frustrat-
ing, but I just can't talk to many of my local friends about
them because their "solution" is invariably to 'just send the
kids back to school'. Through the miracle of e-mail, I have
found homeschooling friends (even Jewish homeschooling
friends) who are in very similar situations, facing the same
frustratio: s, and with whom I can share t| . uc des uai.
est secret of ~.. hc nes hoclir = res (see page 3) IfI
hadn't for nd the : fi er ¢ 21d "~arned the _C..e o what
we a > g¢ ng thr igh i jus pert oi the pr cess, [ d ubt
that n., «ids . ou.d stul be at hole.

How do you deal with people who always comment
about how "hard it is" to homeschool? I'd probably say that it's
hard to be a parent. I don't actually hear the "hard to
homeschool" remark so much as "I ¢suid hevir s_end all
day every day with my kids!", to wh: ='=! rospond T really
enjoy spending time with my kids. V’hen w< st.rt ¢ o1 >am-
ing at each other (and we do!), we just take a walk or go
rake some leaves [shovel snow, mow the lawn] or do some-
thing equally physical outdoors."

What I'm finding hard rigi t no.. . re the seole
(in particular one of my daughter's roriner day schoot
teachers) who come up and quiz us on what we are doing
about college for my daughter (who s 13), ard ¢.‘eriag
their opinions of what the right situ: &ca thr her n gt be

From Lisa Kander, a paren: who | 1s
homeschooled from the beginning and whose oldest
child is in her sophomore year in college:

Here's a suggestion that ha: work>d ‘or'ne <t melt
down (read : overwhelmed) point: 1 woulc eriy ic dcwn 1H
basics -- say, math and writing (or wnatever leads your nit
parade -- and by "your" I mean, yours, MOM's hit parade).
Set up the mutually understood goals wne's goi'ig 1o wi ffle
forever if you say "agreed-upon"). M it cloar: You will
do 1) 1/2 hour per day of math, fro1> +this L hok, expl ring
these concepts. One (or two, or three) day(s) per week
math can be substituted for Mom-approved game (chess,
euchre, yahtzee). 2) Write one page per day (or one
screen, or whatever). Topics can be assigned unless he/she

gets excited by a topic of histher own which is then Mom
approved.

Just those two things. Let the rest go. Structure for
success on a limited plan, and tell him developing his in-
terests is up to him. He reads voraciously. He is imagina-
tive. As long as you set goals which are doable and you
can see progress there, let the rest go for a while. Give
yourself a chance to breathe.

Top Ien Signs You Are Experiencing Home

School Burnout
by Lisa Kander

10. Higher math problem currently being worked on in
your home involves factoring 4 drivers into 3 vehicles to visit 5 dif-
ferent towns in one afternoon. This is a practical, experiential
problem: the deadline is THIS AFTERNOON!

9. You are wondering if the Sunday funnies can count for
American Literature credit.

8. You chant, "I am raising independent thinkers, [ am
raising independent thinkers!" when your [choose one or both]

/toddler"_... your fashion recommendatons.
7. fou are certai thet —our = ~dry 1 beced 20 2 5ci-
2 projec , butyoua :n't’ are i it will b as sio! gy (1 ol s,

spores, mic. bes) 0" as nvi nment: stuc es ‘ec :ling o1 post-
ing, habitats » ~ _ders

6. Your sports program consists of sibling wrestling: over
the computer joystick, over who rides "shot gun" on the trip to the
museum...

5 You =~ whining, "But we don't DO anything!" -- all
t'e way hon e mom 1 Lic essons, karate lessons, field trip, and li-
rar 7 stc p.

4. You are searching for a "teachable moment" in the new
"Charlie's Angels" movie -- excuse me, cinematic experience.

3. ewrh .20g 2y hy 1s an important part of your Social
Stuc.es ¢ 1t iculu

2. > plainncr's =2'endar would be the envy of ANY
sales representative, with appointments and notes crowding every
dree t=Megibilir

1. 01 can ¢ e>p thinking of all you have to do tomor-
ow.. ar 1 yc 1 an't dc ali~ ou have to do tomorrow if you don't

GE1 SOME SLEEP!!

thedok toles nd Dr. Watson went on a camping
rir  As they kky dov n fc-  he night, Holmes said: "Watson, look
up 1ate e s.y an el me what you see".

Watson said "I see millions and millions of stars'.

Hormer - "Ard what does that tell you?"

Wetshn: " \¢ 2on)mically, it tells me that there are mil-
on of alarie. and poter lally billions of planets. Theologically, it
tells me that God is great and that we are small and insignificant.
Meteorologically, it tells me that we will have a beautiful day to-
morrow. What does it tell you?"

Holmes: "Somebody stole our tent."
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Answers on Burnout from non-JHEN

Sources
compiled by Joan Horowitz

About one year after we began homeschooling, I was hav-
ing a really hard time of it. I had discovered JHEN and met Lisa
Kander, whose wonderfully articulate and talented homeschooled-
from-birth children had shown me that homeschooling was possible.
But Lisa lived 772 miles away in Michigan and I was stuck in the
dark cold winter of Massachusetts with 3 boys (8, 10, and 13) and
one gitl (16), an imminent Bar Mitzvah (gee, three years later and
we still have an imminent Bar Mitzvah...), and the overwhelming
impression that I had made a major mistake in taking my children
out of Schechter.

One day, approaching desperation (and school enroll-
ment), I found a post on a homeschooling bulletin board that
indicated that some other homeschooling parent out there was also
having a difficult time. So I posted the following question there:

From reading the homeschooling magazines and some comments
T've seen on these boards, 1 thought I was the only one who ever felt this
way. So I'll ask a question here I once asked elsewhere -- what do you do
when these' Zelings come on? Is there some mantra Lt s e
you listen tc  sor=" ok =ou =ad that ' you get our fo us ack?

Vithdlve secito t o p ste of tneYoul — ua bumt
out w'zn... list J'ron whi F 1o aruefue huckle) [ amnot1 ally loc -
ing for " nsw = ¢ trec thir s thao . people ¢ » when the,
whelmed by the task before them.

And, again in all vespect, please don't tell me that all my doubt
and insecurity can be cured by prayer. My religious tradition says "Pray as
if it all depends on G-d. Act as if it dll deper'>=amo0u. The praver is
under control; I'm ready to take some action.

Vver-

cenbuter A
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Here are some of the replies I received:

From Mary L: I don't know of any homeschooling parent
who doesn't occasionally feel overwhelmed by the task of parenting
and schooling our children. It's unfortunate that more publications
don't address this problem with constructive -- and honest -- arti-
cles. So often it's made to appear that Johnny and Janie, who (of
course) were labeled gifted before they started homeschooling, are
busily addressing the energy needs of the country by developing a
system of energy usage that is incredibly cheap and environmen-
tally friendly, attempting to correct Beethoven's slight misstep in
the 5th symphony, and starting on that around-the-world trip that
they have saved up for with the proceeds from their innovative
and extraordinary home business. Mom meanwhile is happily look-
ing on -- fulfilled and never cranky -- while her children accom-
plish all of this effortlessly.

The reality is that sometimes our children do extraordi-
nary things, sometimes they surprise us with their innovation, and
sometimes they drive us crazy! Parenting, in and of itself, is a chal-
lenge. When you add being responsible for guiding our children's
education, you're bound to feel frustrated and burnt-out at times.

[ try to gain perspective just by talking to other
noteschoo!” 1 pay nts. This, all by itself, tells 1 1e that I'm not
alone in w ating to sh Y e . ren Lu o 6. i, bod g
scnool fart st from m hor = Tt elps >~ re1 en serw y
homeschoc in the irst plac . [lock it th r f es' vhen the r've ac-
complished soicthing on thew vwn ana [ iealize how valuavle just
giving them the time and responsibility for directing their own edu-
cation is. I also talk to parents whose children are in traditional
schools. That helps to jog my memory of why I homeschool as
w L

Jozn, I'm arzia s isn't turning out to be the help and
enc urs Yem nu Lo eant it o be. I'm sorry. The basic fact is that we
dll get burnt-out and frustrated at times. I think that we all have
different wave of dealing with it. If you can get out by yourself, [
think ch: €5 a great vay tc reiuvenate yourself (homeschooling or

0.). Foru on ''CU. T tt nk we sometimes get lost in all that we
are attempting to give our chuldren. If the children are seriously
balking at what you are studying, take a look at what you're doing
a .1 cor sae a‘chai e It's hard to do that, but it's sometimes for
“ne best Gex luck you're not alone in your feelings!

Frcm M ai: I dd 't do much formal stuff with my kids
yet as they are quite young, but this is what I do to refocus with
basic paoanting:

1.1 Tnin h: mildle of it and I just get too frustrated to
ve ~am, Istep wvhat :vr ¢ - dvity we are doing and either start from
the begmning agamn or quit altogether. I leave the room if I need
to, and remind myself that the focus should be on the people in-
vo'ved 1athe - fian he sasl at hand. When I'm ready, we resume
(v lo sc methit g ent rcly d Terent, or just take a break from each
other ard do di~Cnt thir_gs separately. I do tend to talk things
through at this point so the kids know what happened.

2. 1 try to take some time occasionally (a couple of hours
or so; for me this means carving time out of a really hectic sched-
ule, but it's worth it) to refocus on he big picture. I back up, write
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down my objectives for myself, my family, and the kids at this point
in our development. Anything goes here -- the goals may be aca-
demic, but they often are not. I then try to brainstorm ways to fa-
cilitate those goals. I try to remember to think of things I will do or
present to the kids, rather than trying to think of how I want them
to respond. That way I can feel like I did my part, even if an idea
flops with the kids. [ usually do this refocusing after I become
aware of a problem or we have a blowup, but occasionally -- just
sometimes -- I am really proactive and do this regularly. That
works best for me.

3. If the sheer amount of work to do is getting to me, |
write a list. In some cases, I write things I need to do regularly on
some index cards and keep them in a box separated by dividers
with dates on them. That way, I don't have to think about ALL
the things I have to do at once. I only have to look at that one
card. I also can put the card in the next date section, which has
some kind of satisfying effect on me. I find I get so much more
done this way! Also, if I use cards, I never have to write them out
again. I just have to be able to find the box! I pull out this method
when nothing else works. I wish I used this one more consistently,
because it is really helpful for me.

4 My oldest daughter knows just wha ouwe 38t puo
with me. & 1e ¢ o -ou es vb . he picks a cert n utton
push for a vhile. S me m < [j st = and think .. .ys tc -espon
positi ely t b 1y th twoy [¢1 prepare ' when he does s methi' g
difficur. o me & neadle, and [ catiwoc do whaever I haa
planned without having to think up something on the spot. It's not
perfect, but at times it has kept me from doing or saying things I
would later regret.

I hope this is at least a little bit "wipii’. T tnd’ o b per-
fectionist, and I need to back up every o: ==n . v nile t m ke
sure | am focusing on what's important (eonle), rath r th . wha
is not ("proper’ results).

Karen S: I know the post I wrote above sounds like I'm a
crazy lady constantly in my room sobt ng tea'iag 1y he r out, o
driving around in the car laughing like 1 mar .o kit the se t mes
are fewer and further apart now and the reason s vecause 1 have
changed my attitude.

I read in Elijah once about prio wics €1d sHme hin | just
clicked for me. I was reminded that my ¢ ciitie ir hem scl oolir g
should be: relationships first, skills seconc and ki Hwl dge la . T
was going crazy because I was trying to pour knowledge into my
kids at the expense of our relationships. There is so much to learn
in the world and we have the rest of ou: lives » lrarm i Wz dor 't
need to, nor is it possible to learn it all it 12 ye:t.. How miny o
us remember what we learned in high scnool, let alone 4th grade.
But we do remember certain teachers either because they were
very mean or very meaningful to us. It w s e rels ion’ip ve e
membered and a good relationship many wes e’ ped e in the
learning process. I want to be remember¢ ¥ o me mir gful 5y
children, not ranting and raving because they haven't studied their
spelling words, or they have failed yet another math quiz. So why
do we spend so much time, worry, and money on what the kids are
learning? I believe we should be concentrating on building strong

relationships and teaching them how to leamn (skills). Then they
have the skills to learn anything they want or need later on. They
also have the skills to be able to deal with anyone and they know
what makes a good relationship.

I know this is long, but a great burden was lifted off my
shoulders when I began to work harder on my relationships with
my children than pouring knowledge into their poor little heads.

So, when I feel slightly crazy (which again, isn't very often
any more), | remember that my relationship with my kids is more
important than anything else. We stop what we are doing (espe-
cially if there are tears, either by me or my kids), and just try to re-
build the relationship. If you have a good relationship with your
kids you will find that they are more eager to learn and will be
more willing to strive for excellence. I don't know why that works,
I just know that it does.

Take care and don't give up.

Anita: Dear Joan, You are definitely not alone! I'm afraid
that I am prone to comparing and sometimes I compare my all-
too-human family to some 'perfect’ homeschooling family (usually
that I've read about). I'm not doing enough, my kids aren't learning
enough, we aren't smart enough, good enough, etc., etc., etc.

He' Cvo my grandmother had a favorite expression:
"Comparisc 1s are olio " Se <imes "~n: ger reekir he
ety Of tl > families a bun' us, v 2 nnd ( arp se! surpr e! that
they are ju. as hur an as w : are.

Wi o do? ke ot Lak! s or wo 7 ne . going
to make any difference.

Reassess what the goal of this activity is.

Redesign, if that seems appropriate.

Txercioce Odly enough, this last helps us sometimes most

From a tikkun session on Biblical humor:

A the H:ary St eet Hebrew School, Goldblatt, the new
eaciier, nshed T2 Ja’s wsson. It was now time for the usual
GUoctenperat "N Cold iy announced little Joey, "there's
somethin' I can't figger out."

"hat':+hat-Toey™" asked Goldblatt.

"Wl acco d n tc the Bible, the Children of Israel crossed
mne Rec Sea r.oht?"

"Right."

"An' the/Children of Israel beat up the Philistines, right”"

Srriont.

"A1' he C il Irn of Israel built the Temple, right?"

"Agair, o ure rigt "

"An' the Children of Israel fought the 'gyptians, an' the
Child===~f Tsrae! fought the Romans, an' the Children of Israel
VA7 always <0 a' son€ in important, right?"

"A'l thatis rizht oo," agreed Goldblatt. "So what's your
question?"

"What I wanna know is this," demanded Joey. "What wuz

all the grown-ups doin?"
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That's IT! You're Going Back to School!

We asked the Chevra e-mail list for Jewish homeschool-
ers to share with JHEN the threats (if they were the threatening
type) they use on their children on days when it all becomes just
too much to handle. Here are some of their responses:

Helen Koenig: Standard lines in my house are --

(1) If you don't straighten up - you are going to move
into time out - and your grandchildren will come to visit you - and
you know what? You will still be in time out! Note: Maximum
length of time out is 5 minutes around here. It would probably
help a lot if I defined "straighten up" or "develop a good attitude” a
lot more clearly!

(2) If you don't pay attention, I am going to put the
books away and we will not have school today! This sounds wimpy
but usually works - idea of being deprived of something - and mak-
ing school a privilege. However, it depends on the child! Son
Nathan would have laughed himself silly!

(3) Mostly if Sammii is driving me nuts - she needs activ-
ity focused stuff - I get her to focus her energies in a way that helps
the family instead of taking energy from it! You see - I have these
floors that need cleaning, monitor screens that alwavs need dusting,
laundry th' t needs folding, bathroom toilets tha neea ru 1ing ¢ t
- good stur ik the ! I eac abc it/ s Foster nd C ne Love
and Logic 1 wen+= 5 »ok !¢ v kst

()1 arly apti 2b  tn - sk 2must = tred if ¢ e is 2 -
ing out nke that!

(5) When all else fails - I figure that kids need to have a
terrible awful horrible day. After all - I have them too. So - I sit
down - explain that we are going to have a brief day (and how
brief depends on behavior), and just hit he baics' - n> frill s,
nada! Just basics - and be done with it.

I don't use the public school thi -ztw00 Ufter. - scn
Nathan would have gone just for the heck of it. Sammi would go
because she would think that is what 1 wantec" her to d¢ - and”
would have a horrible time getting her back o1t of he clitch s o
Midstate again!

Lisa Holstein: Well, Joan, I can't "threaten" them with
military school, because they seem to think that living with their
daddy would be much more enjoyable th an on. 7 h' vin'; me
around. Little do they realize that daddy would c>xnt><ngngtte
same tune as me when it comes to thing, < dot.t do, etc. .,
with soldiers, airmen, sailors, and marines all around, well, it just
isn't that much of an unknown to them; C.. kad duays ™ hol out
the public school possibility. Aaron can ¢ >+~ scho)l a'ia ha 7e to sit
in his chair and do exactly what the teacher tell ‘ain and! ¢anno
interrupt with questions or try different things that are not part of
that day's lesson. Then he can come home and have to sit some
more to finish his homework. Aaron rea y doe. nc: lik: to have o
sit still. Does not like being told "no". Even more 'loe’ «_t ke th2
idea of having to go every day. At home, 1 point out, that we can
always take a break when we need to have one.

Joan wrote: Those of you who never have bad days when
you wonder what you ever saw attractive about homeschooling need not

respond. <grin>

No, none of these kind of days here. Ever. (Yeah, right.)

Lisa H. who has taught the older two to stand at atten-
tion for "retreat” and the national anthem

Oh, forgot to add, that sometimes we just have hissy fits
around here. Get it all out into the open. Tell the kids I'm having
a really bad moment and need a time out break. Or tell the kids
they need a time out break. When done, we apologize to each
other for our bad moment(s), hug, and talk. Kids keep promising
to "never" again. But, as Mary Poppins says, that's a pie crust prom-
ise. Easily made and easily broken.

Jill Kasten: I have not yet used the public school threat. I
threaten that I am going to leave myself instead! Mom is going to
go off and find someone who appreciates all that she does for
them, because obviously they don't!

Hey, I learned guilt from the best - my mother!

Cindy Nathan: For Levi Yitzhak, we used to long for
Military Boarding Kindergarten. ;-)

When I first read this, I thought the subject header
meant that I was being given time off for good behavior, and that I
was going to be allowed out of the house, and off to school, all by

J¢ mwrote: The 2 of e who ver B e bt days ohea
- wonder what you ex r sa attre ~tive abc it h me hooh g1 ed not
respond. <g n>

The  you vho. = vhe = 'de 59 "ure pond at
once. What are you taking, or what are you doing to your chil-
dren? <grin> <but a strained one>

Michelle Benson: This is so funny! I always say "I am so
sery =<1 em Fosngrous ] guess maybe it's time to clean the
Fose. " hat is muct 11 re exciting. Why don't you each take a
ouct?” hey it stan’iy foc .

Marjorie Peskin: I love to remind my kids about that
new Jewish boarding school in South Carolina. I'm sure they have
plent of orenir.>s <) |4 mother used to threaten to give us to
‘he ypsi s the n 2>t Un e ney were in town, so Jewish boarding
sloots, in i, opnion., & vt improvement. :-)

[ got so pissed off a few weeks ago that I went on strike.
Atuel wXe, 1 A"t yrash dishes, 1 didn't cook, I didn't pick up
2n thin ; I cid 't do Iz und y, 1 did absolutely nothing but watch
day ime TV, tak or tl e 1} one to my friends and completely ig-
nore my kids. It lasted for almost a week, but lo and behold, things
started to change. They're not perfect, but they no longer ignore
137 1€ quess or nelp

Lhi st 'y recorin = 1d a strike. A friend even offered to
walx a picke. linc vith me, as her kids were getting really annoyed
with my strike since I refused to drive my kids to playdates. :-)
And Teanaot 24 ouhow this impressed my friend's kids. They
vse e all ver v orried! 11vir mom would pick up on the idea.

Ly «d. Be ¢ mzr : When I'm pushed to the limit, [ an-
nounce that I'm buying a plane ticket for Rio de Janeiro, where I
intend to veg out on the beach, alone, for an unspecified period of
time. If I'm really pushed to the limit, I cancel school for the day
and tell the kids not to bother me with anything, make their own

Page 5



lunches, handle all their own problems, etc. In other words, I go
into my little shell and withdraw. And I have every right to do that
-- I'm a Cancerian.

Lisa Kander: Like you I have threatened military board-
ing school; Quaker boarding school (which actually had some
appeal for me, but made my kids think of oatmeal three times a
day); I have threatened to drop all the "fun" stuff, getting together
with friends, drama 4-H,- and make them do text books every
day.

The major threat or most immediate is public school.
That you have to get up in the morning for every day and do
homework every night. Or, I have threatened to just stop
homeschooling them so that they end up serving fries at Burger
King. Unfortunately, that one appealed as a career choice to my
3rd born...

Martha Benhamou-Bunch: Other than "Argh!" really,
really loud I try not to ever "threaten” public school. "What do you
think the neighbors are thinking I'm doing to you?" is one I've tried
unsuccessfully when I've got a screaming bout happening, I want to
cultivate more of an independent attitude than worrying about
what the neighbors are thinking anyway, so I don't use this one too
much.

\ her 7 mimp »dt b -inthe 1 wel, | siv mysel
the time 0 t. 'lime Hut 0 it p ac ~and notsa ... .aan' things
IMref etk er lim: outt g 7 mvselt. reality heck. Tir 2 out )
let my _ s stop “ug g f.om wie co..petion of u tantrum.

I don't like using public school as a threat because |
would actually like to keep that option open and not have my chil-
dren be fearful of public schools. I have asked both Caitlin and
Rachel if they would like to give public siiiool @ try I do my best
not to imply any guilt in this question so = won'c fe' | isl wyal 1
one day they do decide to take the publi . school Hptin.

I have asked my children if theyd like to go get a job and
tell their boss they don't care what she says and that thev're going
to do only what they want. This usua.'y ¢ aell, he argur rent for
Rachel and shelll then yell, "Tm a child 'm ¢ =2, 7 and 1 ow rou
expect me to go out and get a job? I don't think s0:™ Soniciiow
that stops the argument. We wipe noses, make sure to apologize to
each other and to the sister not currently wivoled ‘a t.> dil pute.
since the flaring tempers and voices are t .d 15 7 ffec: b er oo,
then make an effort to discuss what hapy ened a1 { héw v 2 ~an
make it better.

If I'm not being unreasonable, then I stick to my requests
(e.g you have 10 minutes to get dressed brush yo'ir tee h, vash
your face and make your bed so we can 20). M hige oo =ston is
monitoring my portion of the tantrum as 1t unfoids for any unrea-
sonable requests (e.g. you have 10 minutes to get dressed, brush
your teeth, wash your face and make yotr ved 5o vie ¢ gl I
don't think the skill of problem solving/tt Liing Hr yorr =e’ was
listed in my motherhood handbook but i i carta’aly hece s =

If something is just causing too much of a conflict then I
either change the subject we're working on or I re-explain the di-
rections of what I'm asking Someone mentioned chores, always a
good alternative. I consider us fortunate to be able to address our

feelings, anger and all, in our homeschool situation. Can you imag-
ine how these feelings would be lost in a classroom?

Nechama Cox: On bad days we threaten that we are
going to send them to Pardes House. It is a local school with very
little secular education offered. Mostly it is a threat to each other
rather than to Toyam Moshe. It reminds us that we do think this
is the best for him, even if he is driving us up a wall.

Linda Sherwood: I am so glad you asked Joan. I have
wondered if I am the only one that threatens these sort of things
with my children.

When we lived at the farm in Michigan, I use to
threaten to make them wake up super early like other children to
get on the bus that rode by at 7 AM and I would remind them
that they would be very hungry by the time they returned home
late in the afternoon because there is nothing at those schools that
we could eat and Mommy would never have time to pack every-
body's lunches (remember, I usually would spout all these threats
off when I was at the end of my rope). Or I would remind them
that if they thought I was mean, they should see how children on
school buses act toward each other. I would also threaten military
school and remind them that though they thought I was the
ceewnest sere e 1 the world (yes, I really dic' make the rank of
sergeant w' e I wasin v A" Torce Ly y age D), boe
woee many that were 1 uch worse than |

E reatc r1:wl hme, we ave ght in' ack ¢ a sublic
school that 15 | _ordir.g to pefe wa ik gC . emu. Lt incdtu-
tionalized schools) among the best in our town, so I threaten to
send them there where we live so close they would have to walk
to school even if it was pouring rain. I threaten to go to work and
le tha wk: crucof thenmselves and see what kind of meals they
ca1 con e up vith a o1g w th their dear father. Oh, I probably
con 2 uH wit 1 .0re waer. . am really upset, but these are pretty
standard. There have been many times when I have just walked
out the door. hut here I don't have a bam to walk down to any-
more .0 12/e a al < with he animals, so I go to my room and cry
‘or .« wh' e and v «chact how | ever got myself into this situation?
Just wien I wonder that, 1y uttle Yosi (three and a half) usually
comes up to me with his sweet compassionate look and tenderly
kises i~ or thl Gee anl says "I love you Mommy". Until he or
one of the ¢ ber kics does that, I do admit that I lose sight of the
oy of p arer tir.".

Gee, this was good therapy to talk about, and see all of
your resnonses. Mv husband thinks I'm the only Mom in the world
o vells an | ¢ots ubsi L wi h her kids (he doesn't remember his
e getting upset lice (e -~ but she has told me otherwise).

Dee Moure: Thanks for the knowledge I am not alone.

Usually it is my husband who threatens them when he
¢ mes 1o ara nadi me to stressed out and walking the drive-
wva - Bordo s that ¢n | (v ryone's tantrum, mine included. My
tallt ack: are chiares; bid (g time for the 4-year-old who gets vio-
lent when tired), lack of privileges (T'V, visiting friends, special play
time with me or Aunt Marti) or lectures (they sit, I rant). I wish
when [ did walk out that when I came back in they would be
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cleaning, but that only happens if Dad intervenes (and they will all
be crying while doing it.). What is usually the case is that it has
turned into TV time and the house is even further trashed.

Jackie Jones: Linda, each of my children, when they were
even younger than Yossi, and preverbal, would sense my despair.
They knew that when they were sad and needed comfort, I would
nurse them. So when I was sad and in need (sometimes just a-
wailing on the bed), a little nursling would appear beside me climb
up, cuddle, pat and latch on, and look up at me with [-love-you
eyes. Of course sometimes their sweetness made me cry even more.
I'm with you and admit that "[ lose sight of the ‘joy of parenting
every so often," too.

Nowadays my threats don't usually include public school
except in my tearful "I don't think I can do this anymore!!! Do you
want to go to school, 'cause we're not accomplishing anything this
way!!! (and on and on)." I threaten my kinesthetic child with no
skating for a year and my entrepreneur child with million dollar
fines.

tramp to my bedroom and try to slam the door, but our house is so
air tight, none of the doors will slam, so it's not a very satisfying slam
to me, but ['m always glad for the kids sake -- v : au v 1gh a5 15 nd
glaring at e ¢ ux tha we' 1d 1t Ht oo, erate.

} ydave er dll U es the "vive Mom Laie spac and th n
gocu ldle er teck riqu M on-whc s not ¢ 1 affectior te per on,
saves 1t wp for u.c porfece moment, et then stands outsiGe wie door
and soothingly asks, "Are you okay, Mom?"

Somehow, they help me out of my funk.

)
' \/AIlLL
March 2001 -- Issue #+Z
CURRICULUM
Recommendatior s an1 [iss_s
Scope and & cquer ¢:

Record-Kccping
Assessments and Portfolios
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<beithoro@bell..iluntic.net>

USPS mail to Jc i Forcwir
11 Gannett Ttirace

Sharon, M£-220¢/

Notes and News

From Karen Semple: Your "typical" day sounds like
one of ours around here! Thank you so much for sharing!
I condole with you with your synagogue situation. We are
currently traveling 2 hours to go to services in Great Falls.
A lot of nice people; however, I hope some homeschoolers
come out of the woodwork during the Holy Days. I sure
would like to connect with some Jewish homeschoolers.

We have a student rabbi flown in, so, there are no
ongoing school pressures. Since we are all so spread about,
most of us, including those who have used traditional
schools for their children, have had to do Jewish education
themselves. By and large they don't know what to say to
us. One resource I didn't see listed (did I somehow miss
it?) and would like to share is the Aish HaTorah web site
at <www.Aish.com>. We enjoy the weekly teachings (they
arrive via e-mail on Sunday, so we have plenty of time to
piepare for snac at) and other lists they have that bring
encourage aent to liv = ey ..

JU it an updz e: 1 e en oke ie inaly one. Lat
week (Sep 17) v:ddh veafii:les th n. mil fr m
our house thie. vurned aboue 15 acies. Alnazilig,y, there
was still a slurry bomber in Helena to drop retardant. Had
it not been here, our house would have been toast. As
much as we have loved living in the forest (we bought an
). stily 110/ ne 1U ve ts i go), it has lost some of its attrac-
toi. The crcught has not been this bad since 1948. We
wer. bl:sse 1 vitk 3" of now on the 20th of September,
but we need a lot more moisture.

On.2 more positive note: the inflammation in
Abi's'near is 1.0/ gc e (Baruch HaShem!) and the limita-
Jors on her acd ity 1z ve been lifted. She is still currently
dealing with the chorea and we are hoping it ends sooner
than later. The neurologist thinks maybe by January, but
w. are 10p:fit 1t wi ' be sooner. I am so thankful she is
1 or in tcheol Eliz it eth got her first promotion in Civil Air
Patiol end 's Loy stady ag for her next rank. She has vol-
unteered for Color Guard -- something she really likes. She
really »nts to !~arn.to fly, but, that will be a couple of
vers away s her .q1.d1on does not own a plane yet.
wiati ew s tr ing o fig: re out what direction to go in
when he goes to college in a couple of years. He has re-
cently been busy with his rabbits -- showing them and vis-
itiyg with cther brec Jer . He managed to come home with
2 chupl: of rbbon; nd was quite pleased. Rachel is much
setter end Conig cut of the woods of depression. She has
a new job in a very uplifting and positive atmosphere. It
has been very good for her. Thank you very much to all
who have davened on our family's behalf.
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Jewish Homeschooling Support Groups

East SF Bay Jewish Homeschoolers

We meet once a month to sing Hebrew songs. We have a wide
range of ages from newborn to teenager. Don't worry if you don't
know any songs and can't sing, we welcome anyone interested in
singing in Hebrew. We also gather for Jewish-themed art projects,
study sessions and holiday gatherings.

Contact: Susan at 510/658-3105

Jewish Home Educators of Atlanta

We have a variety of events planned and are collecting names for
our e-mail list. As events become firmer we will contact everyone
on our list.

Mary Francell-Sharfstein

770-754-1162

<howmar@mindspring.com >

Jewish Home Educators of New York City
http:/Awww.egroups.com/group/JHENYC

The official name is the Jewish Home Educators of NYC, but it is
open to residents of all NY and NJ.

Boston A :a

E-mail cot act: Fo Re s( 0 ol :or.
Chic 20 £ re:

E-mair coatact. ol @EBnostenya.c. g
Connecticut

Contact: Anne Johnston, 104 Harrison St., New Haven, CT
06515 phone: 203-389-9184

e-mail: <ajohnston(@connix.com>

OR Judy Aron, e-mail <AronHome(@v =-'"ne .a'cne >

Portland, Oregon
Melisa Crosby <melcro@coho.net>

New England Jewish Homeschoolers

NEJHS is a new support and wctivity groty <or jevish
homeschooling families in the New England area. Our plan is to
have monthly activities in different locati .., p'ann'd k- dif zrent
families. Activities may have a Jewish the =~ o1 m 1y k2 rirarily
social in nature.

For more information, write to us at
<newengl jhs@yahoo.com> or call one of us:
Alysa Dudley (978) 663-2755; Claudett Beit- \hz con \517) 91¢ -
5115; Ellen Zagorsky-Goldberg (617) 715-0198, Jil K== n (508
652-0938; Joan Horowitz (781) 784-406_.

You can also join our e-mail list to receive updates on
events and plans:

http:/www.egroups.com/subscril ~*~jh

The Online Jewish

Homeschooler

With a wide variety of
holidays coming up during the
later winter and spring, I thought
that this month would be a good
time to point you toward some
online sources for finding out
more about holidays and special
days like Tu B'Shevat, Purim, Pesach,
Yom Hashoah, Yom Ha'Atzmaut, Lag BOmer, and Shavuot.
Most of the sites below have background information and activity
suggestions for many of these special Jewish days.

Virtual Jerusalem Holidays
http://www.viholidays.com/

Jewish Holidays and Festivals on the Net
http://www.jewishpost.com/festivals/

. ish Com . *v Online
http://wwy jewish. _om h-lide-/

UAHC Je 7ish Ho'de s
http:/fuahc.. 4 adar /

Reviews of Children's Books on Jewish Holidays
http://www.childrenslit.com/th_jewishholiday.html

Lwy/A ww.0.ah.o1 2/ 2211 ng/yomtov/

Aish HaTorah's Holiday sites
hu_l_)./”.ii hf Jll\ll'lc‘.das §/

¥ od si es with rocip 5 1 Tewish holidays:

Mimi's Cyber Kitchen - Recipes for Jewish Holidays
1 tp/A ww yler-ki ¢ v omy/index/html/gp20.heml

Epicurious jeww.. nolday recipes
http://www.epicurious.com/e_eating/e06_jewish_cooking/
*olid= "ol 'dar okl

Ou1a d2ung nowe -- our next issue will contain the last
Online Jewish Homeschooler column unless one of you "out
therc"ateresicd inraking it over. This column is pretty free-
om, s)if 1o enjcy ufilg the Web, please consider sharing
sothe ¢ “yo ir ind’ ' vith rour fellow Jewish homeschoolers
through JHEN.

If you are interested, just e-mail Joan Horowitz at

<beithoro@bellatlantic.net>.
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Boredom Busters

Winter is upon us and, inevitably, there will be
some days when it just isn't worth it to go outside the
house. Even when you can get out, there may be some
days when everyone is getting on each other's nerves. Why
not have a "Boredom Buster Bag" on hand with cards that
list ideas for activities, or recipes that can while away an
hour or two?

Many thanks to Lisa Holstein, Tara Weinstein,
Cindy Nathan, Joan Horowitz, and many others for con-
tributing ideas. And special thanks go to Tammy Green
who not only contributed ideas, but also compiled and or-
ganized them.

Arts & crafts type supplies to have on hand:

¢ Tie-dye kits (Jacquard makes an inexpensive kits; or buy
Procion dyes if you want to get serious about it)

¢ Knitting, crocheting, needlepoint, weaving, etc.

¢ Modeling clay, playdough, silly putty, flubber

+ Cookie cutters, rolling pins, clay cutting/shaping tools

¢ Tempera paint (powder and liquid), watercolors, paint
brushes (/ 1any sizes)

¢ Marke i, ¢ aycns, col -ed pe .y, fabric mark rs chalk
¢ Paper« fall I ds c(r trict =~ compu -y, ussue extra
large

¢ Styiooam squaies and other suapes

¢ Interesting rock and shells and other found treasures to
paint or decorate or use in constructions

¢ Old magazines

¢ Scissors (some patterned), hole pt i€ -

¢ Glue (liquid, stick) and tape

¢ Origami papers and books

¢ Feathers, pompoms, sequins, stickers, pipe cleaners

¢ Qlitter (if you don't mind cleaning glitrer off every sur-

face in the house for weeks), glitt r ¢ lue

¢ Small colored beads, large wooa>1 bruc

¢ Plastic fusible beads (like Hama)

¢ String, yarn, embroidery thread, plastic coated wire, elas-
tic string

¢ Stencils and templates

¢ White t-shirts, handkerchiefs, cot on tea ‘owzls fcr
painting or tie-dying)

¢ Stamps and ink pads

+ Empty toilet paper and wrapping papei ro'is

¢ Sand art and stained glass kits

Construction activities/toys:

K'nex

Legos

Lincoln logs

Tiddlywinks

Rube Goldberg problem solving designs (e.g., invent
something to fill a glass of water using only the materials in
the art closet -- or a selected set of materials)

* 6 6 o o

¢ Popsicle sticks
¢ Starch based packaging "popcorn” or "worms" -- lick
these and stick together for great sculptures

Cooking:

Fudge

Cookies

Gingerbread people or houses

Chex party mix

Creative kitchen chemistry (potions) and easy science
experiment books

* 6 6 o o

Other general ideas for activities (let your imagination be
your guide!):

¢ Dress-up and drama

Tent -- pitch one or build a fort under a table

Pop up bus

Draw on finger tips for finger puppets

A grab-bag with small toys (a step up from birthday fa-
vor stuff) to use as treats

+ Balloons (water and big)

"Zolorine __ " for older kids like Steined Glass Designs
by Ruth F :ller, Ii.agss by P ver B~ -ows ~nd- +her e
____:try bz ed colorir ; bc ks t :at can be ou .d in th
Mindware -atalo/ w vw. undwar onl 1e. on
¢ Decoratl. = pty jars/i. "= witi =i sCops
¢ Mask making
Rock painting (use the rocks later for garden borders)
Tracing bodies and "dressing" them
Painting emn== water bottles (1/2 liter and liter sizes)

*
*
*
*

* & o

Hune spec fit act v ties that may require a little advance
planning or purchasing:

Make treasure bottles - Requires empty container
witn ' d rice, ¢nc. butcns/peads, etc. of the same size.
Jav: kils put i-1C i el in bottle (depends on size) and
t1 = £l to =0 with ic>“over and shake to see what
comes to the surface.

Print =akirg with styrofoam flats - Draw/carve
picture: on s'yrofca n [aint/ink styrofoam, press paper on
opofi;lit.low!;.

Symmetry designs - Fold paper, unfold then paint
or glitter glue ore side, fold paper, press, then open; or
diaw On pave’ napk o w th permanent markers, unfold.

Do Iy sno v lakes -- Snowflakes have six sides so
folc i1ohulf the=in thircs before you cut out shapes. The
more you cut away, the lacier your snowflake will be.

Rakera ~lay -- Play dough to form into shapes
2al bale: <« cups lcus | cup salt, 1 1/2 cups water, mix
ma knad (fou san a'<o add food coloring or unsweet-
ened Kool Aid to the water (may stain work surface) or
dried tempera paint for color (glitter works too), bake
cookie cutter shapes for 1 1/2 -2 hours at 250, bake thicker
shapes (like a Menorah) longer.
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Paper making -- Rip up soaked (drenched) paper
(non-printed newsprint, construction paper, dryer lint), put
in a blender (this will ruin an ordinary blender, so be pre-
pared to buy a new one, or use an old one), then strain it
on a screen (like one you would have on a window, or a
stocking stretched across a hanger), spread the mash out on
the screen as thinly and evenly as you can and then wait
around for days for it to dry thoroughly. You can add rose
petals, small leaves and lavender flowers before blending
and/or press whole small leaves and more flowers into the
corners of your finished product before setting it out to dry.

Modeling chocolate -- Take a bag of chocolate
chips -- white, milk, or double chocolate insanity and melt
them in a double boiler. Add seven tablespoons of corn
syrup. Probably butterscotch and peanut butter chips work,
too. Mix these together and allow to cool -- it's got all the
possibilities of Fimo and is also very edible. You can press it,
pasta roll it, mold it, it's great stuff and great fun. You can
mix in food coloring too for more colorful sculptures.

Fashion/drama play -- Fill a large Rubbermaid tub
with lengths of cloth ($1/yard at Wal-Mart! A yard would
wrap a y¢ g child's body- so with only $. J, yo ¢ na g ©
20 kinds = f f o), 'on’ be te un sashes and 1 ob n, safc y
pins and = ows o= [ fl w:is¢ad +her bang y ~uids ¢ thing .
Plus = ful le ygth mir - 17 ds van ¢ rape a d pin th  fabr
to marc many ditieretic "outfits .

Puppet theater -- Create a temporary theater that
can be set up with a minimum of fuss by using an extension
rod across a doorway or hall. Turn a card table on its side
for the puppeteers to hide behind. For a 11or¢ peima ent
installation, use an appliance box, ct cout th: "sra e" and
string a curtain across the top on a :t=i=g. 17ids can d »=ora-e
the outside of the box to their heart's content.

Make a family flag, banrer, or tablecloth -- There
are countless variations on this proje :t -~ ‘elt baners wit
appliqué pieces, fabric paint, whatever 'un's Hf th ngs your
family enjoys doing. Some people have made outlines of the
hands of all family members; one family varies this by using
plain white tablecloths at family din: ers aad ‘eaviag abric
pens out so that family members anc guesis an si n he
cloth and add drawings or sayings. Th=fan ly ‘ses tl ~=a1.2
cloth for several years so that it becomes a kind of heirloom
or keepsake, a remembrance of past “>mily gathe-ing..

Hanukka Craft Ideas

Dreidel pins out of felt: Cut your design out of the felt,
decorate, and then glue a pin (found in : craft stor:) ¢ . it.

Chanukiahs out of tile and nt &> or 6 hr 0 at ri; Is: T ke
a tile (found at Home Depot) paint it us =z5po: y Gue (Ot ===glo~
may work). Glue on the nuts to use as candle holders. Almost any
kind of craft material can be translated into a creative hanukiyah
project -- cruise the aisles in a hobby or crafts store for some ideas.
Many stores and catalogs also have inexpensive hanukiyah kits for
sale if you don't feel inspired.

i

Make Hanukka t-shirts by painting the children's fingers
(no thumbs!) with fabric paint and then pressing their hands onto
the shirt. Leave a space for a shamash between the two hands --
the fingers are the candles. Use fabric markers and paint to add de-
tails to your hanukiyah.

You can make various stamps using sponges or potatoes.
Dreidls are easy to carve, so are Jewish stars. Use fabric paint to
paint onto shirts, or paint pens and stamp pads to print onto paper.
Here's a source for Jewish stamps if you don't feel like making your
own: http:/www.go.to/Ruth'sJewishStamps

If you want to purchase crafts kits with a Hanukka
theme, Oriental Trading Company has some. They also have inex-
pensive Hanukka tchatkes if you are having a party and need
some favors:
http:/www.oriental.com/webapp/commerce/command/ExecMacro/

catdisp.d2w/report

Making Hanukka candles is also fun. If you aren't ready
to dip candles, lots of crafts stores sell sheets of beeswax that can
be rolled around a wick to make colorful candles.

Dreidls aren't usually made of clay, but there is that song
that everyone seems to know. Get some self-hardening clay and
wane SOMe e Be sure to carve or paint t' e appropriate letters
on the side

C eeting Car s - theet of sticl 15, las ¢ she ts - simi-
lar to trans) 'rency ne s,
stained glass po_.s -- tuat onc
uses with toothpicks to fill in
blank spots in the stickers that
are placed on the plastic
sk cets, « ua card sk vith
¢m =lop s that have ot oue
window in hen fo, the
stained glass paintings.

Hanvck 1 7 zedcke & P: oj :ct

[f your chilcr n really get into the card-making mood,
tiey can sena extra catds o piaces like Shalva in Israel to the chil-
dren that are learning disabled and mentally challenged as friend-
st o cars. Sn2't uing  like photos, little poetry books, and other
sl he adn ace obj:c s -ah be included in the envelopes. Put
stickars Wl o ver *he‘en velc es, seal them, sometimes using sealing
wax. You can nest cards inside of cards inside of cards to give a lit-
tle interesting touch to opening these packages. Use gel pens, dark
1a0er for sor e ning 1 ile different. The web address for Shalva
w1t/ isalval ory/

tsrael Onuce - Shaiva, The Israel Association for the
Handicapped Child and Family, 90 Shaulson Street, RPO. Box
35199, 1551 Frusile

US 4. -- £n eiic n Friends of Shalva, 1170 Broadway,
Suit 8CH, Naw Yorik, NY 0001

Canada -- Canadian Friends of Shalva, 2095 West 45
Avenue, Vancouver V6M 2H8, British Columbia

Great Britain Shalva c/o Jewish Child's Day, 707 High
Road, North Finchley, London N12 OBT
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Some Thoughts from
Jewish Homeschoolers

on Jewish Education

Lisa Kander lives between
two large cities in Michigan, where
her family has recently joined a new
Reform congregation. Her children
range in age from college to late ele-
mentary.

How do you handle Jewish education for your
children?

Seven or eight years ago, we moved from handling
Jewish education at home: with holiday observance, begin-
ning Hebrew, and some Torah study, to working with an af-
ter school religious school program. The time was right for
us to affiliate with a congregation, and we found a good fit.

We continued with our home study, and worked out
a compromise with the religious school, not based on dis-
tance (as some families could not come to midweek classes
because they lived very far away), but on educational phi-
losophy. * /e attended on Sundays only, wl 2n a. er: les a
tended. C ur/Lur, ose in oin ng uw religio s sch ol (whicl
we joinec ove= sea ¢t r oil. ~the coi uiegatiol ' was >
conn ct itl cor mu ty, ~«ith r th n Jew h acades ic
knowleuge.

But of course, I panicked when I read the curricu-
lum -- EEK! how will my kids ever catch up in Hebrew?
(Ken is not the stay at home parent, and is the primary
Hebrew teacher.) Suffice to say, withn tha firt y r tay ki ls
were the furthest ahead in the Hebr -w cuiti uli m in thei-
classes -- because of the parental su; ;==t. Cur/«ids v ==
Hebrew 1/2 hour each day, every day. This is (ahem) un-
usual, to say the least, in the after schoo! pregrarrs.

Currently, Ken teaches 7th gradz Heorew I t:acl
high school Jewish studies; son Jak: tezcnes debrew s an
aide, and daughter Beth, away at college, makes good money
teaching 2nd grade and 6th grade Hebrew, as well as serving
as director of music education for tk2 Braade s ] : visl.
Education Program (an on campus jrograry or aff liate 1
families). ~ so I guess I didn't need .o vony ~ <gri.o

Is Hebrew school necessary/desirable?

Because we have not lived :=-!~wish-are-s, we have
found it desirable to connect with a Hebr w sct o>l | ro-
gram, for the purposes of community. Hows=ver yo1 lefi-
nitely have to take the bitter with the sweet -- we found
there were all the problems typical to institutional schools --
cliques, "us vs. them" mentality re: t:ache s 2ad 5 ud nts,
values that we did not agree with, e ¢, etc. Still i« hes bern
a way for our kids to connect with kidsthe.r own agcs;as
sadly, kids were absent from services we attended as a fam-
ily.

cn

For academic purposes, we haven't found anything

that we couldn't duplicate or do better at home.

One of the best experiences for my kids has been
youth group, which isn't school per se but falls under the
designation of "informal education".

What about Bar/Bat Mitzvah preparation?

We have followed the program in our after school
program, with lots of parental support -- and sibling sup-
port, actually, for the second and subsequent simchas. The
difference is, our kids work on the Hebrew, the prayers, the
portion, every day; the rehearsals with the rabbi, and coach-
ing on trope, while helpful, are really only icing.

The real work gets done daily, over years.

Devorah lives in a Southern state with a small Jewish
population. She and her elementary-age son are members of a
Reform congregation.

How do you handle Jewish education for your
children?

This is the first year I have not sent my son to
Sunday School. I ordered several things that I felt were ap-
propriate for me to use from Behrman House to teach him
as much about the Bible as I can. We are using the Rabbi's

—.ow The T v hich weaves Talmud an” Midrashim into
the study.’ have neve sti=" A th~yse “an” “~d v vith
lllll 1ty wor lerful insi; ats.

W also "av  Imi oductio’ to ] wii 1 F istory by
Seymour Roc " (Abiitham = ine O s, Tods Lo« s aelp-
ing us understand time frames in history. Since we recently
visited Italy and Sicily and were able to see many wonder-
ful artifacts of the past, it naturally helped to clarify things.
Fe - e wpl: oic of the things we visited besides the
Cooiseun ax mary wor derful Piazzas and fountains was
he For im. W= s2w he:, among other things, the "Arch of
Titus" depicting the scene of the Romans bringing back
many treasures from the Temple in Israel after the destruc-
tfion. Secirg thi's aas very moving to us. I, for one, got very
2ary-ey d just .okt g at it. Great discussions followed
avvuc the acsauction: o1 uie Temple and time frame within
the Roman periods.

L a’soedlizi thit just formal teaching is not
eacugh anc, while ve a e not very active in our Temple, I
eel T hive -0 do oniet’ ing to help my son identify more
with our people by becoming more involved. This is some-
thing [ am not comfortahle with at this point and am not
s1e low w gy abcu -h inging it.

Ve d» speac tin e at the local nursing home where
our Buuvve is. My sou secks out different people that he has
come to know by being there regularly. One he plays
clixckers withower  he just stops by and gives hugs to.
Several tim s he Fa: {lzyed piano for the residents who are
n tie com aurit a ea. This year I hope to be able to do
more with him. I am hoping for suggestions from others.

Is Hebrew school (or formal Jewish study) neces-
sary/desirable? What are your plans for (or what have
you done about) Bar/Bat Mitzvah preparation?
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I do plan to have my son Bar Mitzvah and it will
be necessary to send him to formal Hebrew study (forcing
me to be more active) which will begin for him next fall.
The way it is set up at our Temple is during Sunday School
he attends half the morning in Religious training and the
other half in Hebrew plus one evening a week up until
closer to Bar Mitzvah time when he is then meeting more
frequently with the Rabbi. I am currently giving him some
Hebrew by teaching him the letters and vowel sounds. I
have very limited Hebrew myself so I cannot go beyond
this. I wish I could do more but cannot.

I am still on my own journey as you can see both
with my religious learning and homeschooling and some-
times I become overwhelmed. Then at times I think I am
doing more than I want to give myself credit for and need
to just relax, and as soon as I can figure out the difference
between relaxed and lazy, another of those many struggles
for me, maybe I will.

Nechama Cox lives in London, England. She and her
family are a part of an Orthodox community there. Her chil-
dren range in age from kindergarten to infancy.

I ow do you handle Jewish educ non “or -our
children?

\ e de i verr {xm lly. After dave g ever r day
we t: k a ol the paila, zad our bn ans vers pars a
questivis at uie Suabuos table every week, and we uy w0
do some sort of art project on the parsha or on the chagim
(whatever is appropriate). Once he can read we will start
studying Chumash.

Is Hebrew school (or form: 1 jewish stu.'y) aec-
essary/desirable?

Formal Jewish education is ¢ sirabl fo' us, b+ w
are trying to keep it all at home, perhaps with tutors.

What are your plans for. (or.what bave vou done
about) Bar/Bat Mitzvah preparat on,

Nothing yet (he is not yet 7) b.. se plar to hire a
tutor to teach him to lein.

Sherrie Loewen lives "in the country" outside a large
west-coast city. She and her two eleme: ury-.ge l.aw wer
travel over an hour each way to attend s,..aggie s 1 'ce .

How do you handle Jewish =dwca on for y =
children?

Choosing and being a Jewish family is a comnlex
matter. Judaism infuses home life w:-h rel gicus 'ii>.
Notwithstanding other religions, Jucaism L3, thc abi ity
affect and effect every action, reaction and decision. 1 hus,
a broad question regarding Jewish "education" could be
simply interpreted as meaning just fcrmal =dv:at'«n, such
as Hebrew school two days a week 24 on Sincav o it
could be a complex as every second = ~ur ail / lives inov.
tably are. I have tried to infuse both formal and informal.

I have chosen a "formal" education because it opens
many doors for my children. It introduces them, familiar-

izes them, and trains them with standardized "Jewish" be-
liefs, customs and rites. Being in Religious/Hebrew school
allows them to make life long friends in the faith. Gives
them a place where they can be completely "in" and this
meaning an underlying unity and acceptance in being dif-
ferent. Judaism is a structured religion, and to understand
its complexity, my girls will have to be familiar with it. I
want them to be completely at home in the synagogue,
and hopefully in "it" for the rest of their lives.

Now on the alternate side, Jewish education is very
much an at "home" issue. Every Jew has to make a deci-
sion how to run their home. The girls and I make deci-
sions that we feel G-d has called us to do. Balancing that
is the Rabbi's opinions and findings as to law. Spirituality is
a magical thing that is supported and enabled by religious
rites. Just the girls making decisions on whether a food is
kosher or not opens the door to spirituality, thus my job is
accomplished. I can teach them mathematics, spelling and
literature, but what will make them have depth and enrich
their lives as they grow older is a relationship with G-d
that wicks through to essence. This is done with prayer,
U-u's help” ana he child's heart.

Y hatareyr >r'.. fo «« w. -k ... yo /one
avout) B r/Bat Mit vah nrer ratior
I lan o b th « “them jein Be N itzva 1 ¢ our

$ynagogue, «.... this veing wccomp.shed Uy en.oument in
our Hebrew/Religious school.

i

Take this quiz:

N_me u e i e vear hi 't p ople in the world.

Maiae e la t ive Fesn a1 trophy winners.

Nan e tle la t 1.2 vinher of the Miss America contest.

Name ten people who have won the Nobel or Pulitzer prize.
Name the last-half dozen Academy Award winners for best actor
and a_tre ss.

Harie th: Dst deceder werth of World Series winners.

hHow aid you ao?

The point is, few of us remember the headliners of yesterday.

T =se a ¢ nc secontr e 2 -hievers. They are the best in their
falcs. Bt th: | pplavse a'er. Awards tarnish. Achievements are
orgc tter . Acco.rds) and ¢ rtificates are buried with their owners.
Here's another quiz. See how you do on this one:

List a fewr teachers who aided your journey through school.
Meme three H¢nds v ha e helped you through a difficult time.
e five people wh o ha « taught you something worthwhile.
Think o1 a few peuple who have made you feel appreciated and
special.

T ink U uve prop ye 1 el joy spending time with.

Maine hilf adzen I e ous vhose stories have inspired you.
Hasict?

The lesson?

The people who make a difference in your life are not the ones
with the most credentials, the most money, or the most awards.
They are the ones that care.
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The Guilt Olympics

This is an edited transcription of an online conver-
sation among three JHEN subscribers -- Lisa Kander, Joan
Horowitz, and Shira Maled. All of us have multiple chil-
dren ranging from teenagers down to elementary school
and ... well, all of us experience a little burnout from time
to time. So we turned guilt into a competitive sport.

We all took a day off from our children and other
obligations and spent it chatting with each other. We hope
you have as much fun reading this as we did creating it.

Joan: I've been thinking a lot about you over the
last week, feeling a little guilty -- that I should be offering
more support somehow (don't know how, just regular
Jewish mother guilt, I guess).

Lisa: Don't feel guilty- remember it's all MY fault
;-) I've been feeling guilty that *I* haven't been keeping up
with YOU TWO.

Joan: Don't worry about us. We're just sitting
around watching TV and eating bon-bons. Just ask my
mother.

Lisa: Top ten guilt list: JHEN subs stacked to the
sky; Laur Iry MAY be molding; dishes stac <ed 1. si k ...

J an G fo it 117 et 1 ¢.n matc 1 you zu t for
guilt.... N thi= . onc ¢1 'uie , "N issue Laundry mil-
dewi. ¢ (- et row s tc “.ea .ow ch ite). [ shes not onlv "1
the sink, but all over the counter.

Lisa: Claire fell while at a birthday party and may
have hurt her back- when she told me, I said GO TO BED
(of course, she didn't tell me until 1/2 hour past her bed
time).

Joan: Nathan had a tick an 1 sull a5 svoier
glands, yet I made him go play basel :!ljesierduy; 1 asays
tell my kids to get to bed when they come up with com-
plaints at the 11th (literally) hou~

Lisa: Haven't seen my fricnc wlicse nother ia law
died over a month ago YET so Il ~: makiag a shiva :all
when I go to her daughter's OPEN HOUSE (of course she
*is* Christian, so it's not *exactly* a shiva call, especially
two months late, but you catch my ¢ ritt). Ne it ¢ ilt: ha-
ven't been writing you or Shira who are at>it r=ony
FRIENDS and when I *DID* it was « "WEJINL.

Joan: I haven't called Rachel (whose husband died
unexpectedly a couple of months ags) i weexks.

Lisa: AND I bought this la :ton with fa'nly und:
so that I could write my book and r:coup ish anc ] ha-
ven't written ANYTHING for said book in WEEKS.

Joan: I haven't been keeping on top of
ANYTHING, including you and Shi a, be ;aue | | ust
wanted to crawl under the covers ar a hide. . h: == 1't don:
any number of things I have GOT to gt done'-- bucgee
analysis, repapering Simon's room, doing web page updates,
finding time to teach Miriam how to sew. My mother
taught ME how to sew and she worked full-time and had

more kids. Why can't I find time to teach MY daughter?
Oh, the guilt!

Lisa: Here's a high priority guilt thing for me: ha-
ven't called or visited my dad since he arrived in Michigan;
haven't talked to my sister much at all since our blowup/
Adam's seizure; haven't talked to my brother since he
broke his arm/ Adam's seizure... Listen, don't compare to
your parents. There are always extenuating circumstances.
You were the fourth daughter... by then she had figured
lots of it out... besides, you said you were annoying and a
nag, she probably did it to shut you up. ;-)

Joan: Let's see.... haven't been in touch with
Aren's parents at all, or his brother (who lives a mile
away), haven't been calling my mother once a week like
I'm supposed to, haven't written or called my grandmother
since we were there in December.

Lisa: Aren's family is totally his job. I feel guilty --
getting back to our list... (BTW, I'm ahead in the competi-
tion, not that I'm counting.)

Joan: How do you figure that? I thought I was
matching you point for point there.

Lis . 1. el guilty, as I was saying because I haven't
been tellir 7 you gals ¢ 2 ¢ = 'stv" _~ing n, - Zoni ap-
puiss, just vhining al out’ he s uft ger ng me dow ...

Jo n: Wl that's natura! so  ca 't el g ilt
when I do .. _ame. Il ha ' to ¢ ac up viti. - ome.aing
else. How about -- I feel guilty because Simon has been
asking for a dog for AGES, I *promised* him one on his
birthday in January, and I STILL haven't done anything
albuti o And duwn therp's Eli's birthday party (he was 12
i1 Deccmb r, wh ch we still haven't scheduled. And my
cats are 6 1102the o/er: ue for shots and checkups at the
vet. And I don't WANT to go to the Cub Scout overnight
this weekend. but I'm too chicken to tell Aren.

Lisa: Ch ke s different than guilt, but I defi-
aitewy thirk yor heuld tell Aren, and then feel guilty for
nou gomg so wne guile pour will still be there, you see.

Joan: And my kids need SHOES... and I haven't
dine“aiydkng 1o Nalish Crosby's birthday quilt... and our
vil is £5 o1 tof-dite it 5sn't funny... just reading off my to-
do i'st Liere ..

Lisa: OK, to do list: still haven't written for grad
school anplications (this counts for two guilt points, since
2poly ng w 2rad schowl 1ras part of my anniversary gift to
o)

Joan: ~universary gift? I was supposed to get an
anniversary gift for Aren?

Liga: (acoa’ly, I rather feel that husbands ought to
g1v: wies 11 niverszry ¢ fts, but wives may be excused... af-
cer "1, eir g iariie | t¢ us has been scientifically demon-
strated to lengthen men's lives, while being married to
them has been demonstrated to have no, or a negative, ef-
fect on our lifespans. Meanwhile, back to guilt: money:
huge guilt: I keep spending it, I'm not earning it. The bot-
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tom line, however, is that we have NO savings, laughable
retirement funds, AND two, soon to be three or four, in
college full or part time....

Joan: Oh, I can match you THAT guilt, dollar for
dollar. I have NO IDEA how Miriam is going to go to col-
lege. Just faith that *something* will work out.
Remember... Miriam wants to go to rabbinical school after
college -- another 5 or 6 years of tuition to look forward
to. And [ used to think it was great that she had just a
weak stomach because she'd never want to be a doctor!

Lisa: It cost well over $1000 to kosher the house
*sigh* and that's without my getting new Mikasa for 24
place settings in dairy, meat and parve settings. I can
dream, anyway. HOMESCHOOL GUILT (there are pages
on this alone).

Joan: Volumes.... Whole libraries....

Lisa: Homeschool guilt #1: have not kept up on
records.

Joan: Ditto.

Lisa: G2: No science. G3: Can't be bothered to
do history with kids.

J an: Ditto. Ditto.

I sa: " Kids oe prac” ~lly Sha espec e = xperts
but don't wmow v 10 we  Ch e er, Milton, T, A sten,
Sherilan. Ci agre 7e, 3 rca ... vet s id kid: are prou | pos-

Br. 'z a dit. Phy. 7. What . phys ec
Joan: British Lit? Mine are experts only on fantasy
and science fiction. Phys Ed? I just bought some pants for
the little guys and noticed how pudgy they both are. Talk
about guilt!

Lisa: With sci fi, your kids I ~ve a lit cred t i
genre fiction. That makes it look clzssy on fie rarsc ipt.

Joan: Maybe. But who's Mark Twain? Not to men-
tion Alcott, Hawthorn, Hemingway, Steinbeck, Faulkner,
Williams, Frost, etc., etc. They m.y F norv sci fi, b it kov
nothing about American literature r 2~ other | tere tur
for that matter. (I don't think any ¢r them auverend sci-ii
that isn't by US writers.)

Lisa: Re: Twain: he's AMEFIZAMN lit' ne- genre
fiction (as are the others you list). Y = kils have an *in-
ternational® world lit credit in GENRE FICTTCN. 5/ NRI'
FICTION IS LITERATURE!!!

Lisa: Especially as your kids have read lots of my-
thology...

Joan: Only one.... And she aid it ir sc! ~ 1. *['v *
read lots of mythology. I tried readit.g « veisiot. of he Tiad
to Eli and Nathan, but they got grossed out and wouldn't
let me continue.

Lisa: G6: all of my kids acti ~" hav: M CSICAL
TALENT, and I can't seem to pick 1o a ph-ne anc g:t
them music lessons! for the past 3 years!

Joan: Three of mine do take piano, but none of
them practice because I don't remind them. If Bruce didn't
come to the house, they probably wouldn't even be taking

SESSO1.

lessons. Or maybe only 2 take lessons. I forget.

Lisa: G7: Web site is pathetic, told the kids they
could have their own pages, haven't followed through.
Egad! Follow thru! The heart of guilt central! Hebrew is a
new column for guilt: I need my kids to have a foreign lan-
guage credit, Jake has no time to finish anything but
Hebrew, but what we have been doing doesn't really qualify
as foreign language...

Joan: The older kids are okay re Hebrew as a for-
eign language, but no one else. I am so pathetically behind
on teaching Nathan ANYTHING with Jewish content.
Here's one: I spend WAY too much time on the computer
instead of dealing with my children face-to-face. (I know
this because they TELL me.)

Lisa: Oh, I can totally match you there ... PLUS
we have only one phone line, so while I am doing this, I
am also keeping them from any other social contacts!!

Joan: And I spend too much time reading. It's a
form of escape. So is eating chocolate (Aren bought me a
box of Godiva chocolates for Mother's day.)

Lisa: Beth's new we're-not-calling-him-a-boyfriend-
,<. 3rian b 4y, © me a box of Godiva ckocolates when he
came to v sit last we:lnd whi " riv. me ool
pots: gU lty about [y v eighi guilty abc at | ay e -ir : hab-
its; guilty  bout 1 bt ool ng nic( hez thy mcals fc - t e
family (as si. cachcs for Tl diva ¢ olae wiin wol be
her breakfast).

Joan: Ditto... ditto. ...ditto.... not to mention guilty
about not exercising enough (already had my Godiva-
clocclo o Tresiclosts ).

Lica Realiyg giilt: not keeping up with reading
or ‘he classe. I 2n tea hing for Ivriah; not keeping up
with current events; not keeping up with the kids academi-
cally.

Jcan: Witen I mentioned that on Chevra (or
na’pe ¢n hom:-ec) I got blasted for suggesting that I
sivuia heep up with wiiac my kids were reading/doing aca-
demically. I still feel like I should; I know I would be on
tcH ol wanis AT Gey we'e in school.

Lica' Guit ' Jeoression: bought a GRE prep book
ror myezlf, as T wi.l bro”ably have to retake the GRE for
grad school: took the diagnostic and while verbal was OK,
my math STANK! Depression for obvious reasons, and
uilt becauce Fif* T vsere keeping up with my kid's math
wo'k ITworlc *nc* be n the cellar scorewise...

Joan: 1 can oe guilty about not keeping after
Miriam and Simon to study math. They are taking the
SA\T'u s thantwh weeks. I can feel guilty because
Nathar jus: torm 2 1o his room and I'm not going in to
dea wih Lis moody be'avior ONE MORE TIME.

Lisa: OK, new guilt, I DON'T FLOSS or take my
vitamins.

Joan: FLOSS? Vitamins? What are those? I have
an appointment with the dentist next week. I'd better do
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something before then, I guess, so it won't be too obvious
that I ignore dental health between visits.

Joan: Shira thinks she has guilt, too.

Shira: Hi! Yes, in the jumbo sized container

Lisa: Joan, make sure you save our guilt list, we can
then compare with Shira...

Shira: Oh yes, I want to be sure if there is any guilt
I should be having but don't.

Joan: I haven't wiped it out yet. [ hadn't had a
chance to go back and figure out where you think you got
ahead of me.

Lisa: OK, Shira in quick strokes, I would say that
Joan and I identified several broad categories of guilt.

Joan: We are thinking of elevating guilt to a new
status.

Lisa: I think Guilt should be an Olympic sport.

Joan: We would certainly qualify!

Lisa: That's one we Jews could dominate although
the Catholics might give us a run for the money or the
gold, as it were. Broad categories: Personal guilt (weight, de-
cline in IQQ points since childbirth, not keeping up);
Relations™ip guilt (forgetting anniversary {7° "~ hj = A,
not keepi \g - friends »p te dos- with th gooc as well a
the bad); -aruily « ail (s 1)cz ey dries: in-lar —“ Lily of ori-
gin, “ids) h'mes ho l 2u 1" (voluw =s of s b catego es).

“oar. "¢ aric of ub- -+ Jories..

Shira: Oh good, Lisa, you didn't leave out my per-
sonal favorite, homeschooling guilt.

Joan: I think we could do a whole JHEN issue on
guilt. Forget "getting started in homes=konling” ---let's go for
a really good discussion of GUILT!

Lisa: Guilt: how I have ruir ed my v nst.uc u ed
child so that he has not the self discipline needed to get
into or succeed in college; AND Guilt: how I ruined my
child who desires structure by no: ge tin off my -at I zy
butt to get him to a class or two...

Joan: Oh, geez, Lisa, I'm niot sare 't =D ~(his. .
<sigh> I've failed each of them in so many ways. Will
Simon ever save the world? (His cur=~=+ ambition, stated
just seconds ago.) Time for more Gc¢diva checolt .

Lisa: I think I will continue to sufi=: tte par gs oi
family guilt re: not seeing my dad, my aunt, my brother,
rather than suffer the pangs of their fangs as they nip and
nag at me re: what a failure I am siice I hever (izar my
house, earn money, etc.

Joan: Now I'm getting "Ar_z'v-we Joing
ANYTHING today?" Should I feel guilty about that?

Lisa: NO! Joan, today is yor=™AY CFF!

Joan: I said we can't do any hing 1nil I f nisq cht-
ting with Lisa and Shira. The respot se was 'Fo: u e aext
FIVE HOURS!!" Now you know our time constraints.

Lisa: O!! New guilt!!! before I forget!! I feel guilty
because I am JEALOUS of my children, especially Beth...

<snip conversation about Shira's son Mike who was
still in school at the time>

Shira: School is out a week from tomorrow. I keep
thinking that I should homeschool him, too. He has come
to dislike school and I can see some really poor influences
on him there BUT, the BBBIIIGGG but, if I can't handle
the other four and homeschooling, he is like adding five
more. Wahhhhhh, now I'm feeling guilty!

Joan: Well, this IS a conversation about guilt.

Lisa: Is there anyway, Shira, that you can add out-
side deadlines/ classes? WHY are you feeling guilty now?

Shira: Because I do it so well.

Lisa: GO with your STRENGTH!!

Shira: After all, we ALL, as Jewish mothers, do it
so well!

Lisa: JHEN: Fear, Guilt and Longing.... after that,
we can write the sit COM or the day time drama soap op-
era -- with laundry. My article will be: How
Homeschooling My Genius Son Turned Him from Possible
Brain Surgeon to a Burger King Cashier: or
Homeschooling, You Want Fries With That?

Joan: OOhhhh, Lisa, that's GOOD! I figure my
kids can always work at Wal-mart if they don't want to
cang burger

S'ira: Yeo, I'is . P!

L sa: I don't real v warxtmy ! ds o o to de vard
either. I w nt the n > b¢ ACCE 1E] t¢ Hi rvarc, t en
turn it dow..  gotc adi” int "0 L CTcol ... ke
Oberlin or Brandeis or something great like that. GUILT
ADDITION: for Lisa, not keeping up with Chevra or any
other list.

“enip-discusion of list business>

Sh ri: Wcu a you believe I have TWO cats, one
of then over 15 roincs sitting on my lap? Someone must
not have fed them yet. More guilt!! When [ was taking
classes with the rabbi, prior to conversion, I still remember
learniag that, «s (>wt, ve are to care for our animals and
eec the n BEF ORL ve teed ourselves. Funny what *little*
tiigo suck 1 ore's waina. 3o, I have the pleasure of feel-
ing guilty each and every time the rest of us eat and I'm
n t sa. i “heavim s Iave been fed.

Join Thit' prtty inventive, Shira!

Sh ra: Or.e mc- e guilt, added to the pile. With our
family, scheduling is a joke. We've even signed "contracts,"
all of which last'perhaps one day. MORE GUILT.

Lis :/tha tes th go back to the kids: you can feel
== 'ty about i, but you I ave to feel guilty not that the ani-
mals a.cn't red, odt vecause a) you forgot to nag the kids
or b) you nagged the kids but weren't effective.

Chira-/(hoi ¢ the animals, it's true. I *do* feel
gai'ty. I's verd hov (hi t one issue "stuck."

Lisa: b) Fas th: added benefit that you can feel
guilty about NAGGING and about HUNGRY ANIMALS.

Shira: In our case, it was (b).

Joan: I'm glad we have you around to help catego-
rize the guilt, Lisa. I am pretty good about asking whether
the cats have been fed before dinner, but as we have dry
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food down all the time, I don't get too exercised over that
one.

Shira: Exercise!!!! Another one!!!! Pass the guilt,
please.

Joan: No, we already dealt with exercise guilt. I
think it was a sub-category under "personal".

Lisa: *I* have the greatest guilt: Adam's seizures.
Apparently the first and worst so far, when Beth was home,
and we did nothing.... for a year and a half he's been having
some seizure activities.

Joan: (Is there any way to unload some this guilt
onto Beth, or is that unfair?) Just thinking here....

Lisa: (Of course I can unload it on Beth, but then
I'd have to feel guilty about dumping guilty on Beth... no
real benefit.)

Joan: Okay, we'll let you take a guilt point for that
one. Simon is trying to add to my guilt, thoughtful child
that he is. He just walked over with the Maypo box and
told me he was going to make that for lunch "because
there's nothing else to eat". (I told him we'd go grocery
shopping today.)

$hira: Not gone to the store yet? 2 wo| ...
points to he 't li-t, J-an.

J an: < igl > 1dca'tfitin. Ido " rcic . Ido 't
keep recc ds 1a : Gy iv  :hocola s for reakfast and |
don't " grev 7y, the aw dry .o ling up but wha 7 s

new?), and shall we discuss changing the sheets on the bed?

Lisa: You're supposed to CHANGE the sheets on
the BED? How often? Annually?

Joan: Now [ feel guilty bece===-Fli was ¢omglaining
about dizziness and disorientation ye :terda v 'Mar b I should
take him in for a full neurological workup. Mov >1ncn's 1 y-
ing guilt on me because I haven't called the animal shelter
about DOGS. The closest shelter with dogs is Saturday or
by appointment only. Simon wants e to cal to 11ake ar
appointment.

Lisa: OK, I told Jake that . wculd g ithlim to
take the car in to the shop; and the witching hour has
come...

Joan: You're so GOOD, Lis: - Surely chis cut veigh s
a lot of guilt. (Don't you think so, Shira?)

Shira: Oh, gosh, do I have to consider taking away
guilt? I'm only good at adding to it.

Joan: The object of the garie is o Fave no e gu lt
than the others. I'm trying to lessen Lisa's lcad "~ hat I v-ill
have more guilt, comparatively spea.iiig.

Shira: LOL. We are so brilliant, why do we not
have immaculate homes, brilliant hcwee choolng dayy ... etc.

Lisa: I have a vested intere: rin ti e :ar'r¢var, so
no guilt reduction... plus I feel guilty leavir.= *car™ conve. -
sation, so I am not experiencing guilt reduction. Too bad
Joan!

Joan: Shucks!

<Later the same day....>

Lisa: Now, where were we? I had another guilt
while you all were gone: I never cook for my family any-

more! Last night I made dinner (we were able to eat by
8:30 pm) which was the first dinner I had made since
Saturday; which was because Beth's we're-not-calling-him-
a-boyfriend-yet was visiting Before that, I think the last
meal I cooked was a week or so prior.

Shira: Hey, we had a stove fire two days ago.
Can't use the stove. Awaiting new one. I can actually be
guilt-free about THAT. Should I arrange a fire for you?

Joan: I went to the grocery store and spent a for-
tune on groceries. And I rented videos to keep the kids
out of my hair for the afternoon.

Shira: No takers on the fire??? How is Beth's
"we're not calling him a boyfriend yet" doing?

Joan: There are days when I think that a fire
would solve MANY of our problems.

Shira: Yeah, had we let it get further, it would
have solved my "clutter" problem, too.

Lisa: After I "hung up" with you two, I fixed
lunch, updated the checkbook (which adds to both depres-
sion AND guilt), took the car in with Jake, made an ap-
pointment with the rabbi, and came back.

Joz . C -ry. I was on the phone. Now I can feel
guilty abo' ¢ not woir 2 newith o lor “heocheo! s,
. Organ cing a grc 1p, ot wanting ot lk' o W ncy
when I ha ' you vo o0 chat witt. Th.n htaguw o my
husband. I . .cel gailty " Cat W77A 7 tc ..

Lisa: OK, so why did you hang up on Aren, Joan?

Joan: I hung up on Aren so I could chat with
YOU!

“enip aoreorigtary money-raising discussion >

Shr:: Th s 13 good. (Here I sit with Abbie beg-
ang me to chack che £7ge of math she did herself, while I
sit here discussing porno ... Pass a HUGE helping of guilt
this way!)

Joan: Trng tc hog the guilt credits again, eh? I
1av: NO suilt -~ I =¢nt2a sleazy videos for my children to
Wwaeon this aficrnoon, toas freeing myself up to waste away
time on the computer. I also have "guiltpart]l" and "guilt-
pr 2" vel o errlier today.

Shri: [ hwe guilt part two saved but would be
slac to see guilt cae, jut in case I've missed something to
feel guilty about, you understand. Here were our minimum
standards.... six vages each of Spectrum math, language
2rs zad wr tir.g, nir Hf Hne journal page and one hour of
2. dihg, mir. of 15 nin typing. And here I sit with kids
clamoiing to leain!

Joan: And we're keeping you from them. Oh, the
CIIET

Lisa: I sujpoce [ OUGHT to open all those letters
add vess»d tH ;HE' ror the past 2 months so I can de-
posit 'em.

Joan: Hey, you gotta let your guilt work FOR you,
not AGAINST you. I was actually getting online because
Miriam wants some help with participle phrases and ger-
und phrases and stuff like that.
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Shira: Oh no, Lisa, she's actually schooling. You put
me to shame, Joan.

Lisa: I can feel virtuous about NOT schooling, as
we negotiated Fridays & Saturdays OFF with the kids at our
last dictatorial, I mean, democratic, family meeting.

Joan: I don't have quite as many daily grammar les-
sons as Lisa, but I was going to search through them and
print some off. MIRIAM is schooling. I'm just along for the
ride.

Lisa: Under: FIELD TRIPS/Guilt ...

Joan: I think GUILT fits nicely under almost every
category.

Lisa: Yes, guilt under RECORD KEEPING: back to
GUILT... Claire just brought in the mail, MORE JHEN
stuff...to add to the VIP -- very important PILE that is
VERY DEEP

<snip off-topic discussion>

Shira: Yeah, maybe I shouldn't have brought up the
topic. Sorry about that.

Lisa: why should you be sorry?

Joan: Yeah, why? Or is it that GUILT thing again?

$hira: [ *do* guilt so well.

I sa; *73 she'sryirg # cull ahe din t e Suilt
Olympics

$air e A bie ¢ot 1 r own  reakfa t...grape oda 2 d
leftov. _izza ¢ T ge. M_ther 7 .he Yea. Award?’ __
more GUILT?

Joan: Grape soda and pizza.... sounds like she has
all the nutritional bases covered. Why should you feel
guilty? Stop grabbing for points, Shir

Lisa: Plus, you have raised : » INDE ’ENDENT

,ast

child!

Joan: Yup. Something to the PROUD of!

Lisa: She just got her own BREAKFAST!

Shira: Malnourished, but incep¢1 de it.

Lisa: Exactly, NEGATIVE (;UJ T'!

Shira: How about resource_ul?

Joan: I made Nathan happy. [ told him he could
eat one of the two packages of straw’>==ics al' by hir=self.
At least he's eating vegetable matter

Lisa: See, I win the guilt O ympics: Jozas dcing I:s-
sons, and making Nathan HAPPY!

Shira: Maybe I will lessen my guilt and suggest that
they go out back and pick some ras>berri>s ¢nd s ta /beri es
to put on some cereal.

Joan: Nope. MIRIAM is dcicglessons. Acauilly, she
stopped to watch sleazy hockey with sex.

Lisa: And Shira got Mike o=~ ccho»l o time,
and has a resourceful and INDEPEN DENT /\bt.e

Joan: And one of YOUR clildren -~ dferza o HELP
another one. (The fact that she refused his help is beside
the point.)

Editor's note: The Olympic session ended shortly after
this. Lisa still claims she won the competition. Joan and Shira are
demanding a recount.

Letters From Israel

The following are excerpts from letters Jewish homeschooler
(and JHEN founder) Sara-Rivka Emstoff sent to her family and friends
earlier this year.)

Tuesday, October 3rd, 2000
Dear Grandpa,

Hi. How are you? Were all fine, Baruch, Hashem. I as-
sume you've been watching the news. There's been fighting right
down the street from us, but in Tekoa all is quiet and peaceful as
usual. On the first day of yontif I was walking back from shul when
[ ran into our neighbors, Gil Morales and Itzik Rafieli who, not be-
ing terribly religious, had decided to go somewhere in their car.
They didn't get far, because when they got to the gate of Tekoa
they were informed that the road - in both directions - was closed.
At that time we didn't know why. I stopped in at our friends, the
Seidners, and Shimon told us about the fighting
Wednesday, October 4th - continued...

We had a nice yontif. After lunch we went to the park
and then on to Eli Birnbaum's house for tashlich. Eli has a goldfish
pond in his backyard, and it's a Tekoa ritual to gather there for
cake. shnapps and tashlich. The sun was setting and everyone was
in good spir’ s, talk \g about what they ate for rondff, the kids, jobs
and wheth - or not we "nar - a1 v seta les ver du ng lus
shmittah yo 1 It wee th 2 las = he . spl 2re woulc fe [ nor-
mal around ere.* /v 2nt, ome m de ! wd lah nd ar d on
the news. Thats when we found out apout the shootings and riot-
ing

BH

Monday we kept the kids home from school because it
was a half-day, due to the fast. Moshe got to work and back okay.
E¢ also -am: Jome ei.ly 15 go to shul. Later on, the roads were
(lac>d amin Y esterd iy I v s supposed to go to my homeschool
SUPpOTt Zrotp miecdng at Lae zoo. | couldn't go. Instead I went to
the playground in the moring, gave Ariella a bath and then went
bacles the riaarcindrine deafternoon.  Kobi skipped school be-
cause he di In't kacw hom ka'd get home, and it was too danger-

| curtole o wall o e bus stop - he has to pass through an

Arab area.

Moshe carpooled with Alex Greenberg, an electrician
traned ¢ omy utr prog amr er from Russia who davens at our shul.
7 shetrcac to T koa was blocked off by the IDE Earlier in the
day an lsraen Dise soidier was shot and killed by a Palestinian
shooting from a masque along the road we usually travel. The IDF
ddnotw ginraun

So 'hiy drc /¢ Lore the long way, through Efrat. When
the  1oackad Teua ' £ ral Tekoa - Alex rolled down the window
and shot his pistol in the air. Moshe freaked out. What the hell
are you doing? he demanded. Alex insisted that this would prevent
the Ara s frome thre wi 1 r cks, but it didn't deter them; they con-
‘zead twovin oy Luck y &y missed the car. This moming I de-
cideu to cancel 111y katate dass tonight. For one thing, Egged has
canceled all bus service to our neighborhood. Even if I could get
into Jerusalem, I couldn't get home; they close all the roads after
dark. The alternate route to Tekoa was closed today after Arabs
shot at a private bus and injured one of the passengers. The
weather's been heating up along with the violence. The tempera-
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ture keeps climbing. Today we stayed indoors until 4pm. Then I
took Ariella to the basketball court where there were special activi-
ties for kids to sort of distract them from the tension. It was a bit too
sophisticated for her age so we sat in the park. The park was
mobbed. I sat with about ten other mothers, all of us discussing our
fears and frustrations. None us enjoy being trapped in Tekoa. There
were quite a few of us who would have been at work. We talked
about the long routes our husbands had taken to get home.

The whole time I worried about Kobi and Moshe -
Martha is sleeping over in Bat Ayin where she goes to school, so I
knew she was okay. I asked every group of kids going by if they had
seen Kobi. I bought Ariella a great big ice cream cone, whereas nor-
mally I would have haggled her down to a smaller, cheaper cone.
My friend Sherri declared a cocktail hour and several mothers went
to the pizza place - about ten paces away - to buy beer.

Finally Kobi showed up with his rabbit, and a while later
Moshe appeared, having left the car at work and taken a private
bus home. The 35-minute commute took an hour and a half, as the
main roads were all still closed. On our way home we saw a caravan
of jeeps pull in. Two hundred soldiers are here to defend us. I hope
they don't have to.

I amas has declared Friday a day of r= . .. hat | wo o lay?
A day of 1 ild « = ~yai ce? MMos' €'s g shopy ng tor or w anc
then no o 's goin’ an wle e ‘n siday. We h¢ ~ 2.5 wi end
soon, but - ar dy I on'i s e« w it wil, Maybe how the v orld w' .
wake «, .0 the “.ct hhat .he . rabs 0 L.t want peace, and .., uon't
want a piece of Israel. They want it all, and they want us all dead or
gone.

Friday, October 20th, 2000 BH

Last night it took Moshe two hc.ciand fittee: minwutes| to
get home from the shuk - a 35-minute r *» Th> r:ascn: D1 ring
this alleged cease fire the Arabs were shc Hting at ivil an « o x"mut °rs
and the roads were closed for our protection. Once again he had to
drive home through Beit Shemesh - sort of like Carol driving from
Jamaica Plain to Worcester to reach N'alczn. /1 was just hapy y yc ar
grandson by marriage got home, and w2 saf ;. 1d didn - ha e
sleep in Jerusalem.

I have given up on my scenic walks since I saw the soldiers
manning the bunkers last week, and any vay, it was afte * da'k by he
time [ set out around six, so I just walkec ==2ur 1 7 ekcal rit g roe 1.
On the inside of the ring is the original " 2koa n¢ishkbrhc > whith
was first populated 23 years ago this week. ([ missed the gala cele-
bration Wednesday night because I collansed right after work.)

On the outside are the new hc mes, L Hurs, il on
slopes descending down into the Wadi ¢ 1 one ¢ic2 ar.d ow ard
Herodean on another, toward the park, uie industrial area \yes, that
bustling center of industry with Yaakov Torton's garage -- now mili-
tary site #10 -- the carpenter's shop and uic i ushr bor. farh) ar 1
various groves and fields - grapes, pomeg .ites ¢ tver. Of ¢ourse a
circle doesn't have sides - or does it? [ ne =r naic. mu'h aie »fon
questions like that in math class, which is why [ am unable to help
the kids with their math work after 3rd grade or so.

Anyway, there I was, walking along enjoying the cool eve-
ning air, when I ran into my friend Malka Hyer walking her tiny
dog. Malka told me that in the morning she and her husband Bob -

Bob served in the 101st Airborne Division, a pistol-carrying cow-
boy with a Queens accent - were hit by a rock when returning
from Jerusalem. Ironically they had slept over at their son's home
in Jerusalem the night before - at his insistence - because they
thought it would be safer to travel by day. They went into
Jerusalem because Malka couldn't stand being in Tekoa any longer.

I felt like I was in prison here, she said. A young man of
about twenty threw the rock - large rock, bigger than a baseball -
and it made a big dent in the car, narrowly missing the windshield.
Bob wanted to get out and shoot the guy who threw it, but he was
surrounded by seven-year-old boys. Malka screamed at him to just
drive away, what, did he want to waste what little money they've
managed to save over the years paying a lawyer to get him out of
jail?

A fight ensued. A marital fight. Malka won and they
drove back to Tekoa. Now, Bob and Malka have the best marriage
of anyone I know. She actually makes him breakfast every morning
and has for the last thirty years, ever since they married. [ made
breakfast for Moshe once, in 1993 when I was pregnant with
Channi and couldn't sleep one morning. He was so shocked I de-
cided it wasn't good for his heart, so I never repeated the act. This
1 yust t0 poi” - oue how stressful being stoned i+ Even the Hyers
had a fight

T omonths : ter e st: t of the firs In fada, n he af-
ternoon of . =bruar 21 t, 1¢ 38, Rob’ Mall 1 ar d t eir 1 -y¢ w-old
son Gadi wetc __.amnirg fron: ,_.usalc... or. the aaric.., wirding
country road that connects us with civilization. They passed the
village of Zaatra and were heading toward Herodean when an ap-
proaching car signaled to them with lights and honking. Unsure
woat i el it ey o i ed.

As tt 2y ro ir ded 1 curve, the road was blocked with big
souiders Tk 2y ~tor pedl, b - before Bob could turn the car around,
a group of Arabs pushed several large boulders behind them.

Tbev were U‘ah‘oed

A’ abs, hicag Hdehind rocks, began pelting them with
.ods. Ever win ic v i th 2 car was shattered and they were cov-
erea with sharus of glass. Gaar raised Malka's boss on her car radio
and he contacted the IDE They were instructed to get out of the
¢ bets e | ro6ov ~od tail thrown inside the car would be
cezdly.

She get ot (f th car because the Army said to, and she
got hit with a rock in three places. Bleeding from the head, shoul-
der and I'nee, M2ika stood outside the car helplessly as Bob
1aour ed ana by recl onc began shooting. He fired off 45 rounds
of emunidcn with - M15.

I'he Araos signaled to each other with whistles and yelled
"Kill the Jews". Gadi refused to leave the car. Night fell. For twenty-
fi > mun wes they whit 1 fc - soldiers who were unable to drive over
t1e rock -stre v 1 roac s i had to approach through the surround-
ngield.

The next day Malka went to work and tried to pretend
that nothing had happened. But long after her physical wounds
healed she continued to suffer psychological trauma and had con-
stant asthma attacks. A counselor urged her to get away for a
while, and six years after the attack, after her two sons completed
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their army service, she and Bob went to Canada for nine months of
rest and relaxation. They came back, though, because they love
Israel and because, My fate is here, as Malka says.

Yesterday's incident caused Malka to have flashbacks to her
first frightful experience, and several asthma attacks. She hasn't had
an asthma attack in ten years. She doesn't even have an inhaler,
and we don't have a drugstore in Tekoa.

Malka's a grandmother. She was walking her dog last night
while carrying a gun in a hip holster. She asked me where my gun
was and I said I didn't have one. Then she really gave it to me.
Didn't I get the letter saying that were forbidden to walk the pe-
rimeters of the Yishuv without a weapon? I hugged her and contin-
ued on home.

On my way I ran into Linda and Bobby Brown. Bobby
Brown was Bibi's advisor on Diaspora affairs. We commiserated on
the situation and they asked me if I had heard what happened in
Schem. I hadn't. Don't ask, Bobby said. Enjoy your walk. I'm copy-
ing a letter (below) from Carl Sherer. Carl's son has brain cancer
and he writes an Internet joke column to make people smile and re-
mind them to pray for his son.

Carl writes: As [ assume you all have heard, the cease fire
here is no’ much of a cease fire. There was an = ool 1 o,
Bethlehen wh "= vas \pp; ent'7 2« -orist wo < accic :n Two I\
terrorists v re kille ar, e gt ot ~ded. A gro | ".orae s went
onal yul qil :) to ay1 he ¢ ea of b r Eival aear Shcl :m.

They . _firc." spca by PA rror One of Lie Israelis, -
Herling, the head of the Yeshiva in Elon Moreh, was killed. Hashem
Yinkom Damo. Two other Israelis have been hospitalized in serious
condition, their wounds aggravated by prolonged exposure because
the PA police would not allow the Israel wi.iy to e vacr ate 'hem
The Israeli group included women, child ~~ AMND INTANTS. I
have to say that I just looked at the New York 1 vaes acc uit of his
incident on the web, and it bears no relationship whatsoever to
what has been reported in the media here all day long. Simply ap-
palling.

The Times talks about a gun b tte == f ¢ fight bro € o1t
between the sides. If you were going to nave a guti vadle, would
you take INFANTS along? The Times does not mention that the
wounded Israelis lay there for up to FIVI TIOURS unt” the arm
was able to evacuate them. Simply amaz -

Me again:

Imagine that! A gun battle! The chutzpah of the media is
unbelievable. They asked Barak what he was doing about the set-
tlers and he said, Were trying to restrain them. R st7n th>m! We
just want to get to work and back, to gc into tc v 1 t¢ Lt 1 2lativ 3.
Restrain us! They send seven year old boys mto the iine of e
while we have to send our children to school in armored vehicles.
Well, enough pontificating. I have to pré saic 1dr ye ntif”

Monday, October 23rd, 2000 PH

We're all fine, Baruch Hashem, if a bit - nels wi he ur
Moshe, Martha and Channi. This past Shabbat was also both
Shmini Atzeret and Simchat Torah, a sort of three-for. Nechama
Dina still had her cold Friday night, so we stayed home, but Shabbat
morning I bundled her up and we set out for shul.

When we got to the Sephardic shul they were setting up a

big kiddush outside, so we stopped there to chat. The main topic
of discussion was our nerves. Friday night the Arabs shot into Gilo
again, and the IDF tanks sent missiles in return. I didn't hear them,
but my neighbor Daniel (a woman - yes, I know it's weird, but
Israelis are into unisex names. Her husband's name is Sue [just kid-
ding]) was quite upset by the booms.

Wednesday night there will be a special program in our
community center on stress reduction. So you can see that I'm not
alone in my anxiety attack that never ends. If I'm not too pres-
sured with the kids I might go, because I don't think I can get to
work without having a nervous breakdown. Miro Cohen, Tekoa's
chief of security, made kiddush wearing his machine gun. I bet he
sleeps with it on, too. All they had was pretzels and the like, so I
moved on.

Usually we have a huge crowd for our kiddish, but this
year it was very small. In addition to my huge, two-and-a-half
chicken cholent, I also brought a vegetable plate and tofu with
mushrooms which were much appreciated by the health nuts. The
men drank, as usual. Toward the end of the meal the entire
Sephardic shul came dancing across the parking lot, singing and
hoisting their huge Torah scrolls. They joined hands with their
wuavad brot” Cis « d sisters (respectively) and ve sang and danced
with them, mall chalde r 5ite ) thCn Ad Ushllers, v ving
anws; our ¢ derly Cohe , M she " angine’ n {1e * ible, : 1d
Nachum Tt “hman the son >f a whi «ey ¢ zal¢ ; p uring an = hand-
ing out shnapp. w everyone w.ain reaal. » satg, | Gaaced, s
smiled. But all along I had a feeling that it was all a bit forced.
Everyone looked merry enough. It was a subtle feeling, something
like I imagine that WWII soldiers being shipped out the next day
. ht ¢ peri e, (aning | wvith their sweetheart for perhaps the
] st time

Afier he Lo1ah . ading I went home but the festivities
continued until nightfall. Moshe was packing and taking the suk-
kah down when we heard machine gun fire. The Arabs shot at
the E ge [ Fus #1€5 thit uns between Tekoa and Jerusalem when

=wason the wa 1o Nokdim - a Yishuv five minutes from here

ana apout a naif a mile as me crow flies. A gun battle with the
IDF ensued, in which one Arab died.

1 g es tu is e of the human rights violations that the
TN was talk nr abor t They fire on a bus and we violate their
dghis by sheoti o Fack. While we're on the topic of human rights,
let's talk about my right to go to the dentist, take my child to the
doctor, *<it the 7o~ visit mv friends or buy a frozen yogurt. I can
1.¢ loriger do a1y of 'h s, The damage to the economy - both
wic ccuntr s ar 4 mi e - 1. atastrophic.

Last nignt there was more shooting in Gilo and some of
the parents have decided not to send their kids to school until the
g remn ent 30! ves his oroolem. There was more shooting near
Tekoa yister Iz 7 but { licn! hear it. Now that the weather has
cool:d cowr we brive the vindows closed. But back to Saturday
night. I was afraid Moshe and the girls wouldn't make their plane;
they close all the roads whenever there's action.

In the morning they weren't here, and when I saw
Gedalia the cabbie I flagged him down. He told me that he had
delivered them to Ben Gurion safe and sound. This moming Kobi
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got up for school at 6:10, made his own lunch and set oft. Today's
the first day of an after-school course he signed up for at the zoo.
Normally I would have picked him up afterwards. As it is I gave
him cab fare and arranged for him to sleep over at Yosef Blassberg's
house in Kiryat Moshe - not far from the zoo. Yosef is his very po-
lite, well-mannered classmate.

The Blassbergs are keeping their kids home - all eight of
them, keyn ayin hora. Kobi knows he doesn't have to go to school
if he doesn't want to, but he really wanted to start that course. It's
for teenagers who want to volunteer at the zoo. They learn all
about zoology and animal science. It's right up his alley and he's
been waiting a year to get in. The pottery class he and the girls
signed up for here in Tekoa has been canceled; the teacher fears
for her safety and won't come.

Wednesday, October 25, 2000 BH

[, for one, am very sad. I had to do something today that
I never thought I would have to do since I started teaching karate
in 1975. I had to cancel my course because I can't get there and
back without subjecting myself - and the baby - to grave danger. 1
called each of my students and explained the situation. All were
sympathetic, all understood. That is, those of them who live here.
Most of th seminary students, whom comprise i . Yjor y or .y

class, have et ... ' tc hei resi 2ct". . ~ountrie Ifyor th 1k it
didn't pain me to @ e ¢ 1t 1 or na ~n about m ____petit rs,
you'rc wro g chu  like el

Lhese e Ul seusfiew. cuswe..rs, and & had to tu... w.c m

away! Ouch. Which reminds me of something else. Remember
that time, back when we were building the house, when that rot-
ten, low down, good for nothing contractor took me into Arab
Beit Sachur to buy my Italian made cera: wic dcor tles ¢ twi)-
thirds the price they asked in Jerusalem, ==nc sz es rax’
Remember how I waxed eloquently (at I ast T lik= to " hin - « f my:
self as eloquent at times) about Business? About how if only the
Arabs and the Jews did more business together. maybe this mutual
dependence would further peace?

And remember this summer vlien =L wyht m wa er-
melons from the Arab watermelon stand just ousiue veit Sachui?
Some of my friends said I was wrong, that a Jew should do business
with a Jew. But no, I was sure that my sr'we weuld ‘war 1 or'e
Arab heart and make him think, you kn +; the e \ew. aentall
bad. And how about that reporter from 1 e Har\‘ord Cur ef 12
He had the nerve to call me naive for thinking that giving my
hand-me-downs to Achmad, buying chickens and a donkev from
Machmud, having Khalad build our fence and ziv' ag <o ffec| ani-
mals to Jammal's daughter after her kidr >y tran.c ant . 1l mal =
a difference. Well, I was wrong, Perhaps 1t was wishful thinking, noc
naiveté; maybe it was denial. Whatever it was, I was wrong. This
thing is bigger than Business.

Last week Martha and Kobi sai i, ZZow alout if. th : nex
time we see an Arab in Tekoa, we throw =ocks a- HI' !

Come on, I replied. Could you really throw a rock at
Machmud? They looked doubtful. How about Khalad? Now they
looked confused. Kobi, I said, could you hurt Abu Sal Man? Abu
Sal Man is the elderly gardener who spent 11 days (at 100 shekels
a day) raking dirt in my back yard before I finally got the concept

of paying by the job. His noble, creased face intent on the job, wip-
ing sweat from his brow, stopping to light an unfiltered cigarette.
My father got a great picture of him when he changed back into
his traditional dress after work one day.

Kobi worked side by side with Abu Sal Man when he was
helping Yossi Aharon build his house. Abu Sal Man respected
Kobi, liked him, taught him how to brew a cup of really strong
Arab tea. The sad reality is: They could kill us in a minute, but we
could never imagine hurting them. When you know someone per-
sonally, when you've drunk a cup of tea together, it hurts to think
how much they hate you, just because you're a Jew.

I have some corrections and explanations from my last
letter. First of all, the Blassbergs have 11, not 8 children as previ-
ously reported, keyn ayin hora. Yesterday they sent the kids back to
school after the schools in question increased security. Kobi did not,
as reported, make his own lunch; he bought it.

Kobi had a fabulous time at his Zoo class. He met the
staff, they toured the exhibits and found out that - get this - as Zoo
volunteers they get staff t-shirts! On Monday when Kobi got to
school he found out that Rav Halperin wasn't there.

Instead of suffering the substitute, he was called in to BE
- abstitute o e first grade teacher, who v-as also missing. Yes,
Kobi taught arst grage. ™ w= " =lped ", ane r b hineliss
wweacara tenna he b s endi itouslv. ick v ) on e vay to
school. Nc he did tl tar one, G/ tfor id! e istw ac edit
against his pa. ccasicaally o detc L

Kobi spent much of the day yesterday, and so far all of to-
day (he skipped school) making a remote control car that shoots
missiles and laser beams. Yesterday he took a break from the con-
stractics wad we e went t Yehuda Seidner's upshirinish. Little
Y:t 1da ok d adorz bl itt ng up on his throne (six plastic chairs

tacied 1p), mpish sn ilir. as he clutched his bag of presents.
Ariella loves him dearly and was delighted with the singing and
dancing. As usual, the topic of conversation amongst the adults was
The S.au tiom. Vas2't it n ce to celebrate a simcha, to forget about
al'for z short v hle, € ¢ He didn't even cry when they cut his
hau - 1iost tiuce-year-Gids uo - much to my relief.

The wind is howling outside. Every once in a while the
UL COu s 01t 7 va s [1p the house. We're hesitant to turn on
thie heat »r; it costs s¢ 11 zt. Put on another sweater is the refrain
hear 1 arbund toe 1 lighbo. ood. I've been getting letters and
phone calls from all over the world expressing support and sympa-
thy.

The finny h o7 some people seem to think I'm brave.
Lo nctsurs bt the ciffernce is between being brave and stupid,
but 1atery 1've beerr woridening about that, too. I must be getting
old, all this philosophizing. For the record, I don't feel brave at all. I
fe ' sau - the 1Tat n ¢ Israel isn't behaving like the proud
recole ve ai; [ feel worie 1 - war is deadly and tragic and the
mei of runj ov.der’ss igh. around the corner. Sometimes, when I
read The Little Engine that Could to Ariella, or when Nechama
Dina breaks into a chuckle, or when I see Kobi hunkering over his
electronic kit, I feel happy. But I never feel brave.

Love, Sara-Rivka
Copyright 2000 SR Emstoff
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JHEN Bookshelf

READING ANNE FRANK AS AN ADULT
by Alysa Dudley

I just finished reading The Definitive Edition of The
Diary of A Young Girl, Anne Frank, (edited by Otto H.
Frank and Mirjam Pressler, translated by Susan Massotty,
©1991 by The Anne Frank-Fonds, Basel Switzerland,
Bantam Doubleday Dell Publishing Group, Inc.) and it was
quite a different experience to read this book as an adult.

First, I would like to give a little background as to
why I read this book at this time. A year ago my daughter,
Rachel (who is now 14), decided to start reading the clas-
sic books and made a goal of reading one classic a month.
Classic was loosely defined, but we found several different
lists, one of the best was a college-bound reading list from
the Arrowhead Library System
(www.als.lib.wi.us/collegebound.html), which organized the

books int categories and had brief descrij ... of ¢ I
book. A - :w = ~th~ aft-r sb2 s+ <ed, I re lized h: she
was doing sometl ng thy Ia alwayswa " 0od ,sol

decic:d t jemn h r. \ b take | art in  hoosing ae
books, = .d t. . =2e :h :ad . pyduri g the sa
month. We don't do anything formal, but we do discuss
what we have read.

This project has led me to read some books that I
have never read like Emma by Jane *+==sin, ard Silens
Spring by Rachel Carson, and to fini h <on e Hocks that I
never seemed to get through like Ton Saw ¢r; I an a so r-
reading books that I read when I was young. That is how I
came to read Anne Frank.

I wasn't too excited abou. it at fist, »artl - be :au e
[ felt that I knew the book and halrea '+ n ore har
once before. In the spirit of fulfilling my sice o cheigree-
ment, however, I decided that I should go ahead and read
it. And I'm very glad that I did.

First of all, the Definitive Ed *~= is not the sa ne
book I read 30 years ago. It turns ot t that Ter ar: iow !
versions of Anne's famous diary. As explained in the
Foreword to the book, version a is Anne's first, unedited
diary. Version b is a version edited >y Arne hers:If \fter
hearing a radio broadcast from the Jutch 3ve == e1t in
exile announce that after the war tl.y wouid be loonuig
for firsthand accounts of the Dutch people under German
occupation. After the war, Otto Frat - A nn¢'s f the " -
found the diaries and decided to pul =~ tiera. 7'h's ‘vas
Version ¢, the version that was wide v read s The Dimv o,
a Young Girl. This version was edited to be short enough
for the publisher, it omitted passages dealing with Anne's
sexuality that would not be acceptable at the time, and out
of respect for the dead, Otto Frank also omitted a number
of unflattering passages about his wife and the other resi-

dents of the Secret Annex. After Otto Frank's death in
1980, the diary was studied and The Critical Edition was
published with versions a, b, and ¢, along with other arti-
cles and information. Finally, The Definitive Edition, which
is the one I read, is a new expanded edition published for
general readers. It contains approximately 30 percent more
material than the Diary that was published after the war.

There are a number of ways in which I experi-
enced this book while reading it as an adult. As a parent
of a teenager the same age as Anne, I felt I gained some
insight into how teenagers feel, especially about life and
about adults. For, while Anne's experience is compelling
because it reflects a horribly unique situation, she is at the
core a teenage girl. There are many passages that talk
about Anne's relationship with her parents and other
adults, her views of the world, and her growing awareness
of her sexuality and her relationship with Peter van Daam.
When I read this book as a teenager, I probably sympa-
thized with Anne when she said that no one understood
her. As an adult, I am wryly bemused when she says that
she knows what is right and what is wrong and questions
uuw the ad uts « ound her can be so igni rant.

A ahomes kol Trea'lital rer s e oy
wiat, of ¢ arse, Ann wz hor esches ed wh e th y sere
in hiding.  \nne ' ad aer ister- M argo ccitii ued  ne r
studies with . sources supp..d by iew ousiac .elpers,
and assisted by Anne's father. Anne's goal in the pursuit of
these studies was to be able to reenter school and not to
be behind. Anne's hobbies and interests are also interest-
ir « Ik wad tici wo | or s udies, her interests were writing;
ger ealc zice | hart ; history; Greek and Roman mythology;
movie tars tomi'y ho Hgraphs; reading and books; and
the history of the arts.

Of rourse, it is incredibly poignant to read her di-
ary v.th thie fo-e <o vl dge of what is going to happen to
aer I fe:l'a de p sadaess when I think about how such a
life was enaca. I realize that reading about and empathiz-
ing with one victim of that horrible time helps us to begin
tc grasp anlrclace 10 it in a personal way that reading
Zbcut Fuge rumbcr: a1 not.

Arotier ook hat I subsequently read was Anne
Frank's Tales From the Secret Annex, translated by Michel
Mok ard Ralph-Marheim. This book contains some of the
cecries and s'ays vl 1:h Anne wrote and which are not in-
ciulded intth e Diar ). Moy of the stories reflect her feelings
and insights arising trom being in hiding.

Reading the Diary inspired me to find out more
abbut £.nn: Fianl-. 't Cur public library, I found Anne
Iraak, the Licmaphy >y Melissa Muller (© 1998,
Met-opolitin 2ooks, Honry Holt and Company). This book
covers Anne's life and those of her friends and relatives,
from before the Franks moved to Amsterdam through
events that occurred after the war. It was very interesting
to read about the background and personalities of the
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Frank family, and how they moved to Amsterdam to escape
the Germans. Only one chapter is dedicated to the time
they spent in hiding, but in that chapter we learn more
about those who helped the Franks and what was going on
outside of the Annex. The book concludes with chapters
describing what happened to the individuals who were hid-
ing in the Attic after they were arrested. The Epilogue of
the book brings us up to date on the significant characters
in Anne's life, including her extended family and friends
that she mentions in the Diary.

The book concludes with A Note by Miep Gies,
one of the helpers while the Franks were in hiding. In her
note, Miep explores why people help other people (and
sometimes, why they do not). She states Anne's life and
death have special meaning for all those who are subject to
prejudice, discrimination, and persecution today. Anne
stands for the absolute innocence of all victims. She points
out that although she was unable to save Anne's life, she
was able to help her live two years longer, during which
time she wrote the diary. It confirms my conviction that
any attempt at action is better than inaction.

¢ Ithough there were a few points cope tial ool
the begin inc . her I {un ¢ 27 o0k co fusin' (1 any
names ar | dare<’ I Hualtie ok engrc ... and -om-
pellit g, a d/iffic it 1» pts dorn. 1 was ¢ finitely + orth
readit., «nd v .y ..elp.al i filli., .0 my koowledge woout
the rest of Anne Frank's life.

Anne Frank, A Hidden Life (©1999, Macmillan
Children's Books) was written by Mirjam Pressler, the edi-
tor of the Definitive Edition of the D/.iy. This'bock was
written for young adults, and is desc “==d s 1n 'dial bio-
graphical companion to the Diary. It caver: ‘che sto-y of th =
Frank family, before, during, and after their years in hiding,
as well as providing more information about the others
they were in hiding with. It also iclide, sor e of the
author's reflections on the events :rd t .c »eople nvclve l.

Another biography that adds perspecuve to the
whole story is Anne Frank Remembered, The Story of the
Woman who Helped to Hide the Frank rain'y, Yy Niiep! Gies
with Alison Leslie Gold (©1987, pu lihed by Smon &
Schuster). This book is movingly wr tten in the firs: < er-
son, and gives a revealing picture of what it was like to be
a Christian in Amsterdam who disannraved of what the
Germans were doing. Miep Gies an| her hugoarc di | no
hesitate to help anyone else they w re abl: o | dwy also
hid a Dutch student in their own apartment at the same
time they were helping the Franks). Once again, this book
covers the times before, during, and arter the yez s ir
which the Franks were in hiding.

Reflections of a Childhood Fri =M notv.es ¢ Avme
Frank, by Alison Leslie Gold (©1997, published by
Scholastic Inc.) is another book written with a young adult
audience in mind. It is a memoir of Hannah Elizabeth

Pick-Goslar. Hannah and Anne Frank were childhood

friends who met in Amsterdam when they were both about
4 years old following their recent immigration to Holland
from Germany. (Hannah appears as Hanneli or Lies in
Anne's Diary; many of the names in the Diary are pseudo-
nyms.) While Hannah did not know that Anne was in hid-
ing in Amsterdam (she believed the ruse the Franks had
set up - that they had escaped to Switzerland), she found
Anne in Bergen-Belsen shortly before the camps were lib-
erated. Hannah did not find out until several months after
the war that Anne had died from typhus.

In The Last Seven Months of Anne Frank, by Willy
Lindner, translated from Dutch by Alison Meersschaert, (©
1991, Anchor Books) six women who knew Anne Frank
were interviewed. It contains the complete interviews con-
ducted for Lindner's film documentary of the same name.
Although these women knew Anne Frank in her last seven
months, through the interviews we learn the stories of
each of the women. The women knew Anne and her fam-
ily. Several had even gone to school with her or were
friends of hers. Because the interviews are complete, the
book fills in the background and milieu of each of these
women and as o consequence, laces ther  in the context
of a much oroader c(r 2 ary .. ore

T e final bo k t ar I ead we; p rt  f Th
Greenhave © Pres S¢ -ies of Liter ry ¢ bom an ons  » ' Jorld
Literature. Koo .ngs ¢ Aniw rann, «he Duary o) u Young
Girl (© 1998, Greenhaven Press, Inc.) contains a collec-
tion of essays which discuss Anne Frank and her diary. It is
divided into 3 sections: Important Themes in The Diary of
a Toung Sir'; fawe Trank and The Diary of a Young Girl:
£. Critit al /issessnent end The Legacy of The Diary of a
Vowr g Cirl. Tl 2 ticles ncluded in this book were written
at different times over the past five decades, and include
essavs. book reviews, academic studies and research papers,
ntrocuc icns to hooks, magazine and newspaper articles,

«nd pubisaed raarative Many of them provide serious

fooa tor thought regarding the impact of the diary and the
meaning of its contents.

(n Sat irdz 7 norn g, the rabbi noticed little David was staring
ipa the lar e (lacie hau hung in the foyer of the synagogue. It
was covered with names, and small American flags were mounted
on either side if it

Tne st ven- e 1 oli| had been staring at the plaque for
o 2 imesse tioe rat bi wel ed up, stood beside the boy, and said
quietly, \ooa morning David."

"Good morning, Rabbi," replied the young man, still fo-
ctiad'or wie pligque " abt, what is this?" David asked.

"Wl son, t¢ an emorial to all the young men and
von 2n vho dic 1 i th 2 s¢ vice."

Soberly, they stood together, staring at the large plaque.
Little David's voice was barely audible when he asked, "Which
one, the Friday night or the Saturday service?
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Homeschooling the
Jewish Stuff

In the third part of our ongoing
discussion of how Jewish parents are
teaching their children the "Jewish stuff"
at home (either as a replacement for or
a supplement to formal religious/Hebrew
education), we have some suggestions for
teaching history, health, the arts, and ethics with a
Jewish focus. In addition, we have some suggestions for studying
and learning about Israel. In our next issue, we will conclude this
series with suggestions and experiences on teaching/learning rab-
binics, synagogue skills and prayer (tefillot).

History

Martha Benhamou-Bunch: [ just ordered a desk refer-
ence from Amazon.com titled American Jewish History that
purportedly begins in the 1654 era and goes up through modern
day. At Sunday School we have a text titled Let Freedom Ring that
[ believe is put out by ARE and is an okay text.

I admit though, online has been my best reference site.
Search wc Is, "American Jewish History" turns' . .= a ..

J an7 wemar-Iwisk wsingon heanc [{ und th
website for the Am ric n 2 /s F storical Soar 7 ey | ave
some ceall in crest \gs yr  ittp://ww vajhs.c yindexht 1

Jne ‘. prc, cts se it . to take on for the ~ 7L
the writing down of our Jewish community's history. Now that we
have affiliated with the USC], we want to create a history book
that we can share with our community. Our rabbi has given us his
blessing and his assistance in tracking dov c=5l's wlo v =re here
long ago. We are doing this in conjunctic » with a ‘tudy of car
state history.

Another idea from Jean -- If you use a timeline for his-
tory of any kind, write the Jewish dates under the secular dates.

JHEN Can Use Your Help!

We are always looking for con-
tributors and other helpers to keep

JHEN coming to you all. Has your f m-
ily put together a really interesting uiiic ' ¥
study? Have your children written sto-

ries, songs, plays, poem, or anything Cise
that they would like to share? Woul *-ou 'ik: t¢ 1 ut to-
gether the Jewish calendar or a new Torah “eacing sched-
ule? If you have some time and are willing to help, write us
anyway and we'll give YOU some ideas! Remember, if more
of you write in, we won't be forced (> fill "he blaa: s)aces
with bad jokes.....

Please write to JHEN via e-iuau to joan Horowiez
at <beithoro@bellatlantic.net>, or via USPS mail to:

JHEN

c¢/o Horowitz

11 Gannett Terrace

Sharon, MA 02067

Some book recommendations for studying Jewish his-
tory:

The All-of-a-Kind Family books by Sydney Taylor

The Timetables of Jewish History by Judah Gribetz

Sand and Stars : Jewish Jowmney Through Time from the 16th
Century to the Present by Ganz Wein

The Other 1492 : Jewish Settlement m the New World by
Norman H. Finkelstein

Jewish Travelers in the Middle Ages : 19 Firsthand Accounts
by Elkan Nathan Adler (Editor)

Heritage: Civilization and the Jews by Abba Solomon Eban
(also a series of videotapes from PBS; possibly available in your li-
brary)

And speaking of videos with books supporting them, this
is a wonderful resource for older children who are ready to study
the Holocaust: Shoah : The Complete Text of the Acclaimed Holocaust
Film by Claude Lanzmann
Art

Alice Kohn: Art and music is one class at the charter
school, and piano is held there too. I try to incorporate Judaism
into his homework, for example practicing a "Jewish" song or
wawning ov’ new ing Along at Bubbe's tapi 5. I'm so limited in
my knowle ge, it's har( *_ te L. nyc .« sel

Jc m Horowi 22 T ere 2 2 alot fre lly sood  rts and
crafts books ‘or kid av ilabl righ>n w. E :re re bme aa are
specifically devood to jewish aiw ana dfts.

An Antist You Don't Have to Be! written and illustrated by
Joann Magnus with Howard 1. Bogot

Fast, Clean and Cheap or Everything the Jewish teacher (or
be enty 1 zeds to Mo @ out Art by Simon Kops

Ariiind C a5 A ound the Jewish Calendar: A manual for
ichocl, b me, an e ap use Volume 1, Tishrei-Shevat, Volume 2,
Adar-Sivan by Shoshana Mermelstein and Chava Shapiro

Tewish Origami. Jewish Origami 11, and Bible Origami by
Florer .ce T¢ mko

The Jersish 11on e & Family online magazine also has a
buueun boara 1or crafts ideas. [ry their homepage first and look for
the "Rainy day arts & crafts" topic. http://www.jewishhome.com/

Jr 2 jea the - ha l that was very popular around here
iwolvec ma g anad of srael out of ice cream and various top-
oing. Axd ther eaumny it, f course!

Another online source for Jewish art projects are Eileen's
Favorite Camp Crafts and Other Fun Stuff page at
It o:/ www.cl aciscra s o 1f n/jewishcrafts.html
widditior t s me i zinn crafts on her page, Eileen has links to
a variety of other sites that nave some Jewish and holiday craft
ideas.

1hre’ss a'so .n € -mail list where Jewish crafters share
jife.sanlre ol rces i nlosl questions. For more information about
e awih Crarn B ot
http:/www.egroups.com/group/]-CRAFTS

Anne Johnston: [ love art, so we make a point of seeing
and writing about in our art notebook local Jewish art shows (like
at the JCC or Yale Hillel). At Channukkah, we survey the coolest
boutique channukiot in town. At Pesach we admire the kosim
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Miriam. We did a homeschoolers' art tour of a local shul which has
a tremendous Ben Shahn collection (plus other work). We looked
at other Shahn work, and talked about Shahn and social realism
and socialism, etc.

Joan Horowitz: One last thing to think about. In
Judaism, we have a tradition of "hiddur mitzvah" -- beautify the
mitzvah. You can work on hiddur mitzvah by creating and decorat-
ing ritual objects such as kiddush cups, challah covers, mezuzah
cases -- even decorating the sukkah or the home for a holiday.
Music

Joan Horowitz: There are many wonderful tapes and
CDs with Jewish music -- holiday music, liturgical music, and gen-
eral Jewish music. If you don't have a Jewish bookstore or gift shop
near you, you can sample and order them online. One of the best
sources | have found is Tara Publications:
http:/Awww.jewishmusic.com/

You can also request a catalog to order at home. Tara car-
ries song books and piano music as well as audio tapes, CDs, and
videos.

Tara Publications, PO.Box 707, Owings Mills, MD 21117

1-800-TARA-403

I Maryland or internationally: (410) _-c. 30
Health/P be .,

I >ruriab sk I 2 e ar. ~ne know ¢ o ou sou e of in
formz ion ' or' ewis' girl ~bc 1 their be lies, "be oming a © oman
etc.? [ty ceneray, « scems 0 me that jwaaism oflcrs little in wiis of
positive body image for females, but I really would like to be able to
educate my growing daughter about her body and sexuality in a
Jewish way. Ideas?

Anne Johnston answers: [ hav - ot ook :d 2. the se
books--but the publisher, Feldheim, is a i cier it the Tor h Hub-
lishing community. That said, you would ~ertainl - har e tc rc 24
them with your own approach in mind -- you might read parts of
them with your daughter, for example. At least it's a start ...!  (In
my son's former day school, they dutif lly 'dic " sex ed ir. 5th or ¢ th
grade, but were surprised when parents v ked i (e e wa an thir g
Jewish in the way it was presented! The answer, preaictabie, was
"no.").

The Pleasant Wiys of the Jewish 1 aughir "/ gu e fc - girls
and women on developing midos tovos. with wiache: ¢ toran ar 1 yi-
chud" 87 pp.

The Wonder of Becoming You: How a Jewish Girl Grows Up
by Dr. Miriam Grossman "A sensitive exnlaration of the body's
changes, and how Jewish tradition views related! matte s su h as
modesty" 80 pp
Israel

Anne Johnston: Sandy reads independently in an all-
Hebrew (old!) text about Israel, which I ' letber el pe s ed well
below what he can do with me. Each da 1i¢ recd a ¢ne pege le -
son, then has to summarize it orally in Hobeow. 1 ust discevored
the workbook in our Department of Jewish Education Teacher
Library, so now we copy that (this is all out of print) and he does
those as well. Every 4 days there's a little itonee (fake newspaper),
which is harder and we work on together. Then he writes a sum-

mary of the lessons up to that point in Hebrew (this is what we go
over to work on incorporating our new grammar and sentence
construction learning). When he's done with this book, KTAV has
several books about Israel in Hebrew.

Sandy reads the New York Times independently, and we
talk about the articles on Israel. And we make use of opportunities
such as the local Jewish film festival, where we went to see the
new video on the 23 massacre in Hebron. He followed up by
sending an e-mail to one of his friends who's in Israel for the year,
summarizing and discussing the video (the friend's mother may not
talk to me again--she won't even call it the "West Bank" anymore,
just "Shomron").

Joan Horowitz: We have used some texts from Behrman
House called A Young Person's History of Israel. Supporting teacher
materials and workbooks are also available. For younger children,
the Shalom Sesame tapes are a good introduction. Most Jewish
bookstores will have a selection of other video tapes as well.

A solution that may not be possible for everyone, but
that is well worth the sacrifice, is a family trip to Israel. If you can't
all go together, try to make plans to at least send your children on
one of the many programs for teenagers.

W ¢ w were preparing for our triplast year, we came
across the { llowing o'k th= Zve - fh' “q L. col v ho-
wgeaphs a1 1 might be  goc 1 star ing noi £ fc di -ussic 1s  f Israel
with presch ol to € :m nta1 -age <hi dren

Israc.. ~.e Lard; Isracl che v opte, Tsrell: 1.2 Cultre all
by Debbie Smith, by Crabtree Publishing Company

Israel: Pictorial Guide & Souvenir by Palphot Ltd. (the
postcard people)

E hics

Be u iah: ' 1is is secoming a big topic in this family as
qy hwust and and 14y o £ ure out how, beyond the obvious "be a
good example," to impart moral education in a world where this
does not seem a prioritv (has it ever?)

Joan o153 wit 2 [here are many, many good editions of

he Cirker £ ot (7 eichit gs of the Fathers) around, many with com-
mentanes. [ aon't know if anyone has a text or workbook that di-
rectly correlates to the original text. If so, please speak up! We read
a'i1 disc s ¢ne oy e as bart of a Shabbat mincha study group.

For k ds, o1 e buo : on ethics that I know of is Mah Laasot
- Wi at Chow 11 D0 pit oo £ by Torah Aura Publications. It has a
series of "ethical problems" such as "It's a mitzvah to visit the sick,
bt what if doing <o puts your own life at risk?" and Jewish re-
spons s, Two of my Lics ha ‘e worked with this book.
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Winter Exercise

Are you feeling snowed under? How about snowed
in? How can you keep those bodies moving and those large
muscle groups exercised during the short winter days? Here
are a few ideas from homeschoolers who have been there.

SB in MA: We started ice skating lessons a few
years ago and I took lessons right along with my daughter.
Since I was the most uncoordinated in the class it helped
everyone loosen up and my daughter, who had never been
on ice skates, didn't feel so badly! So we still go skating a
few times a month.

We have 2 big dogs so we take
walks with them and we always look for O
animal tracks in the snow (when we -
have it). We swim at the YMCA
occasionally. When we do get snow
the only way I can get my daughter

outside for any length of time is to * —
go with her.

Last year we had snowball fights, built forts, made
angels, made a big snowman sitting in our Adirondack
chair and went sledding at the local golf ¢ urse. Ye: 1 ge
all sloppy we' w kit ¢ hervirs s, e just on't > cuat. I g
out for a seack~ alk at L as_ 0. ~.a week 11 uie wi iter
and « urir 1 :allv 5ig 1oy we alw iys go o the be ch ar 4
watch wother nature nght it ouc with the shoreline.
(Mother nature always wins!)

MW in MA: We walk the dog, shovel snow, and
build snow forts. We also take advantage of as many
homeschool events (roller-skating, g m cli ss, :tc/) as boss: -
ble. YMCA usually has "open swim" tugnts a, w 1l' were
you can go in and use the pool for = *our or /0.

First plant five rows of peas:
Perseverance,
Presence,
Preparation,
Promptness,
Purity.
Next plant three rows of squash:
Squash gossip,
Squash criticism and
Squash indifference.
Then three rows of lettuce:
Let us be faithful to duty,
Let us be true to our own obligauons,
Let us love one another.
No garden is complete without turnips:
Turn up for important meetings
Turn up with a smile,
Turn up with new ideas,
Turn up with determination to make every-
thing count for something good and worthwhile.

Living with Your Kids 24/7 -- Fighting

But I couldn't STAND being with my kids all day!

Few and far between are the homeschoolers who haven't
heard this line from a friend or neighbor who is fascinated/horrified
by their decision to homeschool. And when children are coming to
homeschooling after attendance in a public or private school where
they have learned "school-like" behaviors, sometimes even the
most committed homeschooler can feel the same way.

Yet it has been said that the most important ingredient
for successfully homeschooling is that you gotta like being with
your kids. All the time..... Particularly when your children decide to
start fighting with each other. Here are some ideas for dealing with
conflict among your children from an experienced homeschooling
father:

Sit down and figure out for yourself what the limits are
that you can deal with for negative behavior. Once you know how
much you will be willing to deal with talk, talk to your children
and lay down the ground rules. For example, verbal assault will be
tolerated but physical will not. Be sure to list all aspects of what
you mean by physical and feel free to elaborate as necessary.

Think o different things/solutions to each of the behav-
iors that car e frict »n in your family. For exan ole, are older
children n¢ mally lefti ‘na ze ¢ or'nt  pc 1o .ot ivil | qi-
rection to y hunger chil ren’ © " e = L. me tcaeith rede
when this h ~oen” If {5, cc ne v’ v ths ne os¢ Hle 7 ce table
responses for tmes when this situation occurs.

Some possible tools:

"If you are going to fight over that toy/book/TV then
nobody gets it." Be sure to follow through by taking the disputed
it2n or HOrivi eg: aw .

"If /cu are tc ae going to fight go outside to fight." Be
seric as - it doesi.'=inater v it is 20 below, send them outside with
their arguments. When I was growing up this generally resulted in
the coabatei coing te thciseparate rooms rather than having
0 go outsic e in 1 11t . ] e did go outside we generally found
oorethir 7 Latter t¢ dc hi n fight.

Separation: You don't all have to sit together while doing
lessons. Set someone up in the kitchen with math. Put another in
the livin 2 roone with - a i2ac ing assignment. Have the third be in a
I'~~0on do g sociz ¢ tulis. You may have to drift around to as-
sist and ‘assess wiwies happuning, but at least they won't be driving
you nuts by fighting,

Pla griues ti zetl er. The kind where age or size isn't
“1eves arily gcir z to k2 a lvantage. Make it a rule that if they
can* L= d'il Juing n¢ co wse of the game then it will stop right
then as soon as the first uncivil comment or action is made. It may
take a few days but if vou keep it up they will realize that at least
daing tiis p2rivd oi' tl ¢ dey they have to behave themselves. This
e uall shcud spread o1 to encompass more of your day.

If your ius spena a lot of time fighting, you might want
to separate them as much as possible for a while. For instance, take
some to the library while others remain at home. Once each one
finds something he really is interested in -- once they get interested
in something other than jostling for dominance -- they might be
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more peaceful. And they can compete by excelling in their individ-
ual things.

Keep an ear open for the times they ask you to let them
do a joint project -- building a treehouse, making a soapbox racer,
planting a garden, starting a business. Working together is a healthy
thing for children. One time a truck broke down and I helped the
owner's sons unload watermelons. We passed them hand to hand
for hours and then "dropped" one and ate it. It was hard, hot, and
sweaty work. It's one of my favorite childhood memories.

When two kids are fighting, I never try to play judge and
figure out what's going on, I just send both to the corner (faces in)
for 5 minutes. The nice thing about punishing both is there's moti-
vation on both sides to avoid conflict, and you don't reward some-
body for being a victim. Also, there's less jealousy, because nobody
thinks anybody else has been favored. Then too there's just less
headaches and problems for you. There's nothing I hate more than
listening to 10+ minutes of he did this, and she said that, UGH!

The last thing I'll mention is that I've found that the TV
seems to cause more tension. We recently removed ours to the cel-
lar, and the fights have decreased in number and intensity. However,
if you've just started homeschooling, it may be a bad time to make
another m jor change (you'll know best), but sc ot ‘n
mind for t = fi-

TSV oN noecyp

Usel 1 E gi eer 1g " n ¢ rsicns

¢ Ratg or an 15005 circumference s its diamerer: Eskimo 11

¢ 2000 pounds of Chinese soup: Won ton

¢ | millionth of a mouthwash: 1 microscope

+ Time between slipping on a peel and smacking the pavement: 1
bananosecond

+ Weight an evangelist carries with God - Lilliy ra n

+ Time it takes to sail 220 yards at 1 na fical m!: per h¢ 1 Knc =
furlong

* 365.25 days of drinking low-calorie beer because it’s less filline: 1
lite year

16.5 feet in the Twilight Zone: 1 Rol serl ..o

Half of a large intestine: 1 semicolon

1000 aches: 1 kilohurtz

Basic unit of laryngitis: 1 hoarsepower

Shortest distance between two jokes: / ~~=aight ine

453.6 graham crackers: 1 pound cake

1 million microphones: 1 megaphone

1 million bicycles: 2 megacycles

2000 mockingbirds: two kilomockingt irds

10 cards: 1 decacards

1 kilogram of falling figs: 1 Fig Newtos.

1000 cubic centimeters of wet socks: 1 literhosen

1 millionth of a fish: 1 microfiche

1 trillion pins: 1 terrapin

10 rations: 1 decoration

100 rations: 1 C-ration

2 monograms: 1 diagram

8 nickels: 2 paradigms

3 statute miles of intravenous surgical tubing at Yale University
Hospital: 1 LV, League

¢ 100 Senators: Not 1 decision

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

From the JHEN Web Page

Fern Reiss is a Jewish homeschooler in the Boston area, known
personally to me. I urge you to consider joining with other Jewish
homeschoolers in supporting this project. -- Joan H.

As you may know, in the past weeks of contlict in the
Middle East, Magen David Adom, Israel's 911 and Red Cross', has
had several ambulances destroyed. These ambulances service both
Jews and Palestinians, and are desperately needed. It costs $50,000
to replace an ambulance.

Please consider helping us to replace ambulances in the
following two ways:

1. Send a check for $5, $10, or whatever you can spare,
made out to MAGEN DAVID ADOM. (You can mail it to your
local MDA office, or to me, Fern Reiss, PO Box 239, Newton, MA
02459.)

2. Forward this e-mail to anyone you know who might be
able to help in this effort.

Thank you for your support in this meaningful tzedekah
opportunity!

This initiative is an outgrowth of the Boston Jewish
Community's program to involve Boston day schools in raising funds
tor Magen D' nd A “om, and a parallel project = eing organized by
the Tewish E bmeschooli », M ver. ent aau nan « Finore Lor-
mation on t ese proiect  see labeo? co Vi da/me At ml

I am a senior at uie Coliege of woostet i Uhio and ain doing my
senior thesis on home schooling and the religious implications. I was
hoping that you could maybe give me the names of any Jewish
families in the Wooster, Cleveland, Akron area that I could perhaps
inf 2 view. I woulx love .t ny paper to represent more than just the
C i dan side o the s v T hank you for your time and help.

Flise Pilo get © (020 287-30 00 ext. 6321 C-2506

AQOL: Pilorget 1189 Beall Ave., Wooster, OH 44691

Lam 2'{Je vi n) ptb sher o K-12 educational resource material for

u 2 cassrc oy, sckocl an |y ublic libraries, private schools, and home
schools. The material is on history, geography, art, music, science,
and cultures. Would someone like to write an article about us?
(ecuor's tote: If ;ou »re ‘nte cested, please let me know!)

Plsac= vis t our veb s e ww vmonkeyshinespublishers.com

Faylh: Goldn an, B o1

A <taff vriter at The Jewish Week in New York, I'm interested in
dei g ¢ story ¢nlche ) wish F ome schooling movement for an up-
conng eduiaional st py lery nt. Are there any Jewish home school-
ers, organizations or leaders m the New York area whom I can
interview! If you have any sources, please e-mail me here

(st el 2wis w zek. g, or call (212 921-7822) or

fac (212 121-3420). - S-e e Lipman

Editor's note: JHEN does not give out names and addresses of subscribers.
If you are interested in participating in interviews, etc. please contact the
parties above divectly.
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Winter Calendar

Torah Portion Toldot, Shabbat 2 December 2000
Torah Portion Vayetze, Shabbat 9 December 2000
Torah Portion Vayishlach, 16 December 2000
Hanukka begins at sundown, 21 December 2000
Hanukka, 21 December 2000 - 29 December
2000

It seems ironic that this holiday, which originated in
a fight against assimilation by Greek culture, has be-
come an agent of assimilation in the United States,
namely through the popular desire to equate or link
Hanukka with the Christian celebration of
Christmas. Perhaps this would be a good year to fo-
cus on the fight for religious freedom, the courage of
the Maccabees in standing up and fighting for their
desire to worship as Jews, and the ongoing process of
dedication and rededication in our lives, and to
lessen th¢ emphasis on gifts, decorations, wu p rtic

Light the 1ar .0 -ab wit™ ycar .. ily and spend \L
some tim togetk r <5 11 ¢nd'=s burn.

Tora Pc ticn V yes v, Saakbat '3 Dec :mber 2( 00
Rosh _7_des.. Ze.zt, -7 Lecen." _c 2000

Since this day occurs during Hanukka,
call off school for a day and have a
day-long dreidl same. Cook some fro-
zen latkes (so you don't aave to sper 1
time in the kitchen) cnd b ..l sime
fun!

Torah Portion Miketz, Shabbat 20 I'ecc mb/:r 2C00

10 Tevet 5761/5 January 2001 -- Fist Dy

This day marks the first of a series < f fi sts 'e ding ur to
Tisha B'Av in the summer.

Torah Portion Vayigash, Shabbat 6 Tanuary 2001
Torah Portion Vayechi, Shabbat 13 Janury 20!
Torah Portion Shemot, Shabbat 20 jJanua~ 202
Rosh Hodesh Shevat, 25 January 2531

Have a day of outdoor winter learninge. A Tek ,/K
local wildlife sanctuary or nature ceater ' _ j7 J\ p) Tk 2!
might be willing to put together a pogran. ' N2 '}
about animals or plants in winter for a

group of homeschoolers. Be sure to dress

for the weather and have someone jrepar> kot /. ~oi or (i-
der for the end of the activity.

Torah Portion Va'era, Shabbat 27 January 2001

1 February 2001 -- Articles needed for March JHEN
Torah Portion Bo, Shabbat 3 February 2001

Tu B'Shevat, 15 Shevat 5761/8 January 2001
This is a shmittah year in Israel. During the
shmittah (sabbatical) year, the land is given a
rest, no cultivation of crops is done, and the
Jewish National Fund will not be planting
trees. Write or call your local JNF office

for some alternative materials for learning
about and celebrating Tu B'Shevat.

Torah Portion Beshallach, Shabbat 10 February 2001 --
Shabbat Shirah

Torah Portion Yitro, Shabbat 17 February 2001

Rosh Hodesh Adar, 23-24 February 2001

Let the children get out all the arts supplies and make "Be
Happy - It's Adar!" cards. And then remind them to clean

up.

Torah Portion Mishpatim, Shabbat 24 February 2001 --
Shabbat Shel-~lim

‘lorah Por .on 'y rumah, Shabbat 3 Ma :h 2001 --
Shabbat - Shabbat Zact sr
Purim be ins at cu1 dov

sundown . Ma+ .h | 001

Mz 2001 nde di at

See if you can fulfill all four mitzvot
of Purim this year (tricky, since Purim
ends with Shabbat candle-lighting).
T e i zvct 2ic o [ ear the megillah
r2al, t¢ give to th: oco, to give por-
dors o focd ‘misalbac: manot), and
to have a Purim seudah (meal) during
the daylight hours.

An iuea t¢ discigs with vour children is the significance of

¢n/ nersor's asdcns. Choose various people in the story of

Esther and examine how their actions affected the outcome

of the story.

T) ah 1 ort o1 Te.zeveh Shabbat 10 March 2001 --
f.shaa Pum

forah l'ortion i Tisa, Shabbat 17 March 2001 --

Shabbat Parah

T.rab 1 c-tion vaval kel Pekude, Shabbat 24 March 2001
- Shbbat 1 chod el

Roth Hede h Nican, 2/-25 March 2001

Rosh Hodesh is a women's holiday -- so don't do any clean-

ing or other prenarations for Pesach this day. Take a day off

- ‘heres st ll'ewo wi: ks to the first Seder!

722hh lort o Varil ra. Shabbat 31 March 2001
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Kid's Writing Corner
My Dog Chloe
by Hayley Andrews, age 8
I have a dog named Chloe, who is a Boston
Terrier. She is black and white and small. When she is
happy, her ears stick up. When she is sad, her ears go
back. Chloe has no tail. When we leave the house, my dog
always wants to come! When I throw a tennis ball for her
to catch, she bounces after it like a deer. Ifdou hold a

treat up for Chloe, she will dance on
her two hind legs. Chloe likes to lick
my Mom's legs, but by Dad says it
makes him sick! But I like it!

Chloe is going blind. She is

also losing her hearing. Chloe is twelve years old. She is
older than me! Chloe likes to cuddle with me a lot. She
come to me in my bed, under the covers, and makes me
nice and warm. I think Chloe is the best dog in the whole
world.

Election ' 000 -- My First Presidential E cuc.
by Mirian. He _. *z

/sanew -mt ¢ ve er took pride . .._ract hatl
woul( acti il get 1) ele » a v sident. | watche | the debe =,
voted 1. McColy i, the prinaries, .. w«ched the conventiciu,
watched the Bush/Gore debates, then voted for Gore (not Nader)
and sat back to watch the returns.

At midnight, things looked good for the candidate I al-
ready thought of as the next president, b« 1 w. nte/l to' nak: surc,
so I stayed up a little longer. I was shocke 2 +heir 2 ound 2:45 an .,
Bush was projected as the President-elec. Oh wi't, I hou gl + fou-
years can be a short time. I went to bed. What else was there to
do?

Around 8:00 a.m. the same lay { woie 1o, st mbli d
through my morning routine, and wen ixto Jw kicher Isiwny
mother and brothers gathered around one of o computess all
looking excited. "Bush isn't President!" one of them yelled. I raised
my eyebrow at him. "No one won Florid . 1 vas then hat [
learned of the miscounts, missing ballots, cc.fusn¢, bz lo's, nd tle
soon-to-be-famous Florida recounts.

As the day wore on, I kept checking to see if there were
any updates on the news. Stories kept ponning up hut as the week
ended, there was no end to the confusic 1.

Saturday night the adults in the family v atc’.co. Sc turda
Night Live to see how the comedians there woula 'abuse' our politi-
cal process. Believe me, we were not disappointed.

The following Monday night, 0 u wwn m seti’; 7 at ived It
was a big night because there were many co.trc ve sial a1 cl »s in
the offing. My parents and [ arrived 25 n i=wtes | for : the g oetad
starting time (Sharon has open town meeting that generally begin
at 8:00 p.m.), so we got to sit in the high school auditorium with
the moderator and town Selectmen. For most of an hour, people
kept arriving -- they were filling up both the high school gym and

cafeteria. While we waited, all the talk around us was about the
election. People were trading chad jokes, Harris jokes, Bush jokes,
and Gore jokes. Someone told me that I should feel lucky, my first
presidential election was guaranteed a place in History (well yeah,
they all are) and my first town meeting was one of the largest ever.

At 11:45 p.m. when we got out, it was with our hoped-
for resolutions (yes on 1, no on 2) and an adjournment until the
next day (which I wasn't keen to attend, I didn't really care about
the middle school). But the Election continued. The courts got in-
volved. The Florida Supreme Court ruled. The U.S. Supreme
Court was appealed to They sent it back.

Now lets skip ahead some. We are at Friday December 6,
minutes before Shabbat. The Florida Supreme Court ruled that the
recount must happen and that it must happen quickly. I, for one,
was relieved.

Shabbat happens, then Motzei Shabbat I find out two
things: First, the U.S. Supreme Court stopped the recount, and
second, Barak resigned. I am blown away by both, but let's stay
away from the Middle East right now.

I was outraged that the U.S. Supreme Court had decided
to stop something that I felt was the only fair way to decide

vacdher the ™o voters were disenfranchise 1 or not. Then they
called the T 1sh ana G lav Cinte 0 osssic yes Ly theas
1t a5 I can ell did not ing »r an one.

Tc layis | ecc nbe 12, 20C 5. Tt : Fl ria. Hov e oted
to choose the ™ _cors 1or thew _ate. " Tia. thi, nea.— s thut Bush
will most likely be president.

The Miami Herald asked for the all the ballots under the
Freedom for Information act, so that they can conduct their own
irJepiiiicat rersunt. o it seems that, even though the govern-
rieatdcesn’ s:em tH ave, we will finally know who the voters of
Alor davsant»d o s'e n > White House next year.

A Parent's Perspective on the 2000 US Presidential Election
by Jora Icrowmiz

W= hay 2 secr st adymg US government this year, partly
because of the presdenddar ciection. We have had a fascinating
time, to say the least. Who could have conceived the twists and
tvins G 2070 ~iciide tal election has taken?

Ar »cently te pople who wrote the US Constitution
coui 1. A mid st he rolidcal dealists who wanted to "form a more
perfect Union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility" and all
the rest. were some hard-core political realists who could foresee a
(a7 waen 50 ¢ hing 1, ht go wrong. I have this insane image of a
ce.cl of gaysinasricke f led room saying, "But what if someday
thete's a eally closc election and ....." It's all there. What amazing
foresight the men who wrote the Constitution must have had.

O - staay of he TJS constitution and government, and
¢f1the 2)00 :l ction hs dc ne one thing for me that [ have tried to
o mur dcat : to.me clidldi nas we study all this -- that the
Constitution, which gives our country rules for governance, is a
wonderfully written document that is stronger and more powerful
than any one human being. Much like the Torah, which gives us
rules for living,

Page 28



Some Really Awesome Lateral Thinking Exercises!

1) There is a man that lives on the top floor of a very tall
building. Everyday he gets the elevator down to the ground floor to
leave the building to go to work. Upon returning from work
though, he can only travel half way up in the lift and has to walk
the rest of the way unless it's raining!

WHY? This is probably the best known and most cele-
brated of all lateral thinking puzzles. It is a true classic. Although
there are many possible solutions which fit the initial conditions,
only the canonical answer is truly satisfying,

2) A man is wearing black. Black shoes, socks, trousers,
jumper, gloves and balaclava. He is walking down a black street
with all the street lamps off. A black car is coming towards him
with its light off too but somehow manages to stop in time.

How did the driver see the man?

3) The Elder Twin. One day Kerry celebrated her birth-
day. Two days later her older twin brother, Terry, celebrated his
birthday. Why?

4) Manhole Covers. Why is it better to have round man-
hole covers than square ones? This is logical rather than lateral, but
it is a good puzzle which can be solved by lateral thinking tech-
niques. It i supposedly used by a very well-kno 11 s0. var <o
pany as ar inte ... v G est nfC:p o, ~ctive e ploye s.

S The adi Prv v1 -nwentto oy an¢ drank
some >f tt ¢ nch He ten'cteorly s veryon else at th partv
who i the punch suusequently <.d of poisoning. Why v the
man not die?

6) Heaven. A man died and went to Heaven. There
were thousands of other people there. They were all naked and all
looked as they did at the age of 21. He li uncd arovad © se: if
there was anyone he recognized. He saw = couple and h- kiew
immediately that they were Adam and E 7= Hov " did he | n w?

7) Trouble with Sons. A woman had two sons who were
born on the same hour of the same day of the same year. But thev
were not twins. How could this be so:

8) The Man in the Bar. A m.r we.< nt>ab rardascs
the barman for a glass of water. The batmar: pulis out a gun and
points it at the man. The man says Thank you' and walks out.

This puzzle has claims to be the vesc o f th: ge. re. "tis
simple in its statement, absolutely baffling w.d yo t 1 vith a ~o11-
pletely satisfying solution. Most people st oole vy hard (5 wlve
this one yet they like the answer when they hear it or have the sat-
isfaction of figuring it out.

9) The Hallway. You are in a k allway wit 1 a /door at ei-
ther end, and no other means of egress. Behind' e aocr 75 the
fulfillment of your best dreams, but behina te other is a nungry t-
ger. In front of each door stands a guard. One guard always tells
the truth and the other always tells the ¢ sposit of he ' utt, You
do not know which door is which nor dc ;oa ko w waich uard is
which. You are allowed to ask only one ¢ *e<tion ‘0 0ily ¢ ar!
in your quest to choose the correct door. What is that question?

A Clue: Clearly you want to find a question which would
yield the same answer from either guard. Think mathematically.

JHEN Directory

Here are the newest additions to our JHEN family. The

last full listing of JHEN subscribers was printed in Issue
#38 (March 2000).

Normand
13909 Brown Road
Smithsburg, MD 21783

Christel Coit
17961 SW Woodhaven Dr
Sherwood, OR 97140

Linda Broodo
3510 E. Creek Club
Missouri City, TX 77459

Tracey Klein
3702 Harley Rd
Toledo, OH 43613

Anita K F >senblact
.« Indig Dr
San Antoi io TX /8 16

Change of Address:

Karen Kane-Levy

3856 Porter Street NW #372
Washizaaor, 2 20016

MIA7/E]L, 'TDOW

Cmon v e vou mean to tell us that NOTHING
vo'ch shariag hes hap - or »d in the ENTIRE JHEN community
during the past three months!!?

Kvell along with us -- send in your triumphs large and
scalll k2me nler, 1y 1+ den't send us some material, we'll be
‘ried th mi ke som thir.2 1p -- or, even worse, print another in-
stall ner t of the it Dly. apics.

Send JHEN your news today! Don't wait until March.

E-riaito: <leith ro@bellatantic.net>
1JS°S mail tc:  Joan Horowitz
11 Gannett Terrace

Sharon, MA 02067




Subscription form for Jewish Home Educator's Network. JHEN is published about 4 times a year. PLEASE MAKE
CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO: "Lisa Hodge Kander" and mail to J.H.E.N. c/o Lisa Hodge Kander, 2122
Houser, Holly MI 48442. People outside the U.S. must send checks drawn on US funds or use postal money orders. We cannot ac-
cept foreign checks. (Sample issue: $3.00; foreign $4.50)

_ New Subscription _ Renewadl _ Gift subscription

Name:

Address: (Change?)

USA, $12 Foreign $18

Back issues (#21 - current issue) (@ $3 each  (Please specify issues desired.)
We also have a few copies of the first 15 issues in book form for $25.

Enclosed is my additional donation of (to help defray costs)

Entry form for directory: Please use this format to send us a new entry or an address change to be run in the next
issue. You can list this information on a separate sheet of paper if you choose.

Adults (first and last names):

Children (names and BIRTH YEAR):

Full Address: (street, city, state, zip)

Phone:

E-mail:

Fax:

Are you v lling to host newsletter readers who " adv “rang in writir_“y phone? Yes  No
Please ser | us.o=ather pase thot tel>11s more bout ) >u elves 1 ttl : "notes" sect mn of JI _EN.

JHEN

c/o Lisa Hodge Kander
2122 Houser

Holly, MI 48442




