GUINEA PIG CARE





BEDDING - wood chips (pine, aspen, etc.), small animal bedding, or shredded newspaper.  Bedding should be changed at least twice a week , maybe more.  When there is a strong ammonia smell, you have let it go too long and should change it ASAP before they become ill.





NUTRITION


Water - fresh water daily and make sure that they have water at all times.


Food:


Guinea pig pellets (not rabbit - too much fat for guinea pigs) 1-2 oz. twice a day. 


Fresh vegetables -carrots, leaf lettuce, broccoli, spinach, kale, celery, etc. (NO raw potato or green  apples - fatal!) fresh fruits - apples, strawberries, bananas, oranges, melon(s),seedless grapes, etc. NO fruit seeds (apple, grape, etc.) - they are poisonous.


Hay - preferably Timothy hay or orchard grass (Alfalfa hay in small amounts - too much calcium)


Greens - dandelion (greens and flowers), plantain, clover (leaves & flowers), etc.


Oats (dry) and dry cereals (brans, cornflakes, etc.- low sugar).


Rare treats- raisins, sunflower seeds (hulled), nuts - but very rarely.


NO DAIRY!! No cheese, milk, cottage cheese, etc.  Guinea Pigs are lactose intolerant. Calcium causes kidney stones and bladder stones in guinea pigs, which require surgery to remove!!  Yogurt can be given, by syringe, to a guinea pig  that has had diarrhea for more than a day (sometimes they get diarrhea from too much fresh greens, cut back, but do not remove totally from their diet!)





Guinea pigs must have plenty of food and water daily- they cannot live on their fat and can dehydrate very easily. 





ENVIRONMENT


Guinea pigs are very susceptible to temperature changes, extreme heat or cold can prove fatal.  Keep them


in a dry, draft free spot with good ventilation.  You can use fans to cool their cages (on low), but do not place them next to an air conditioner.





Guinea pigs must be handled often to get used to you.  If they are held in a safe, comfortable (all body parts supported) position, stroked gently, and spoken to softly they will relax and get comfortable with you. Cavies that are comfortable will “chuckle” when they are content.  Most guinea pigs "purr" with pleasure when stroked (but not all do).  They also purr to other gpigs, a sign of affection or a desire to mate.  Males are fertile at one month and females at two months. A female should not be impregnated until around four months for their own safety and breeding  a female's first litter after age one may require a C-section delivery as their pelvic bones fuse together around one year of age.


 


Guinea pigs like to run around free and will if you let them.  It is safe with close supervision.  Supervision is also needed with children - rough handling, squeezing, or dropping a guinea pig can cause serious or fatal injuries! They will bite if frightened or handled roughly!!





P.S. Guinea pigs learn to recognize the sounds associated with food - refrigerator doors, cabinet or microwave doors, plastic wrap or plastic bags, paper bags, etc.. They will also recognize the person or people who feed them regularly.  These people and sounds will sometimes cause them to emit a high- pitched squeal or "wheeking" sound - they do it often - it's guinea pig begging - get used to it!!  They want to be fed when they make this noise and they always want to eat so you will hear this sound alot!!





Guinea pigs usually live from five to eight years with good care.  They usually only die younger when they are sick or injured.  The oldest guinea pig I have ever heard of was 12 ( that is extremely RARE!!).





GOOD LUCK!!!!


