HEART OF OHIO GREAT PYRENEES CLUB
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Name(s) Address

Street ‘ City, State Zip Code
Telephone 4 / Email address

(Home) (Cell) (Work)

Occupation(s) Do you own a Great Pyrenees? If more than one, How
many?’ Males Fernales
Are you a Breeder? If yes, Approximately How many litters do you have per year? Do you plan to
show your dog(s)?

Please indicate the name (s) of any dog Club(s) ot Organization(s) of which you are ot have been a
member:

What are your interests inGreatPyrenees?

Where did you obtain your Great Pyrenees?

Please acquire the signatures and addresses of two current HOGPC members who sponsor your membership:

16

Address
2

Address
I will adhere to the rules of the HOGPC and The American Kennel Club. I am not under suspension by The American Kennel Club
and if I become so, I will promptly notify the HOGPC Secretaty. I agtee to abide by the HOGPC CODE OF ETHICS.

Signature(s) Date

Send the application form and $35.00 for Family Membership, $25.00 for Single Membership to the Secretary at the address listed
below. Make all checks payable to: Heart of Ohio Great Pyrenees Club. All applications are to be filed with the Secretary and each
application is to be read at the first meeting of the club following its receipt. The application will be voted upon once the applicant has
attended one meeting.

Mis. Ellie Schultz, Secretary of HOGPC Newsletter Subscription Only
10789 Range Line Rd. Please check and submit 0
Weston, Ohio 43569 $8.00

419-669-3614  e-mail:yadjarey@aol.com

Date application read: Date meeting attended: Date voted: Amount paid Bd. Adopted 2/04



INTRODUCTION:

The Great Pyrenees, as it is called in the United States, is one of the oldest breeds of dog known to man.
These large, heavy, fluffy white dogs take their name from the Pyrenees Mountain range between Spain and
France. For centuries they were used to protect flocks of sheep against the constant threat of bears, wolves and
mountain lions. Although fierce protectors of livestock, Great Pyrenees possess the gentieness and devotion
necessary to become excellent companions of children and other family members.

STANDARD:

The official American Kennel Club standard of the Great Pyrenees was approved February 13, 1935. The
standard characteristics of the breed describe a dog of immense size, great majesty, keen intelligence, and kindly
expression. "Pyrs", as they are commonly called, range in size from 25-32 inches at the shoulder and have a weight
range of 90 to 125 pounds. Bitches are smaller than males. All are white or principally white with markings of
badger, gray or varying shades of tan. Puppies may possess very dark markings at birth which fade to lighter
shades as they mature. One of the unusual characteristics of the Great Pyrenees is the presence of two dew claws
on each back leg. The standard also requires that Pyrs have black pigmentation on the nose, lips and eyerims. The
tail of the Great Pyrenees is long and well plumed. When alert, a Pyr arches it's tail over it's back making a "wheel".
Although Pyrs are often referred to as "white Saint Bernards”, their heads are distinctly different. The head of a
Great Pyrenees is more refined, the lips are tight and the eyelids do not droop. The ear is set level with the eyes.
Although they are fairly heavily boned, they often look larger than they actually are because of their thick white
coats. The coat can withstand severe weather, with wooly undercoat and long thick outer coat of coarser hair,
straight or slightly undulating. The standard requires that a Great Pyrenees be the exemplification of gentleness and
docility with those he knows, of faithfulness and devotion for his master even to the point of self-sacrifice, and of
courage in the protection of the flock placed in his care and of the ones he loves.

HISTORY: ‘

The Great Pyrenees has a long and illustrious history, dating back to between 1800-1000 B.C. This Pyr,
which is believed to be a descendant of a mastiff type dog, migrated to Europe from Asia Minor. Centuries later as a
result of living in secluded environments, the Great Pyrenees, Komondor, Kuvasz, Maremma and Saint Bernard
breeds continued to develop individual characteristics.

French writings dating back to 1407 describe the usefulness of these early Pyrs as guardians. In the 1600's,
Louis XIV adopted the Great Pyrenees as the royal dog of France.

in the British Isles, as well as other parts of the world, the dog is known as the Pyrenean Mountain Dog. The
first Pyrenean Mountain Dogs were registered with the Kennel Club in London in 1885. in the 1920s, French
breeders worked to restore the numbers so greatly depleted during the war. This led to the formation of the Reunion
des Amateurs de Chiens Pyreneans, which still exists today. The first standard for the breed was published in 1827.

The Great Pyrenees was first introduced to America in 1824 when General Lafayette presented two males to
his friend, J. S. Skinner. Considering the royal status of the breed in France at that time, this was a noteworthy gift,
but neither dog was used for breeding. In 1831, Mr. and Mrs. Francis V. Crane imported the first breeding pair to the
U.S. from DeFontenay Kennels. They founded Basquaerie Kennel in Neeham, Massachusetts. In 1933 the Great
Pyrenees became officially recognized by the American Kennel Club. Through their established breeding program,
the Cranes supplied Great Pyrenees fanciers throughout the U.S. with foundation stock. and the name Crane
became synonymous with Great Pyrenees. The Great Pyrenees Club of America was formed in 1834 and enjoys a
growing membership from the U.S. and abroad.

FUNCTION OF THE BREED:

The Great Pyrenees is classified as a working dog and utilizes his talents in such areas as predator control,
carting, sledding, packing, guarding, obedience and search and rescue. Due to it's inherent protective nature, Great
Pyrenees are being used in increasing numbers throughout the U.S. to provide effective control of livestock
predators such as coyotes, wolves, bears and feral dogs. Ranchers using Great Pyrenees to patrol open range land



have found livestock losses greatly diminished. Those interested in acquiring a Great Pyrenees for predator control
should deal with a breeder experienced in this area and should exercise caution in their selection.

Many Great Pyrenees throughout the nation have obtained varying degrees in obedience, and some are
being trained and used in search and rescue operations. As a guard dog, it has proven itself to be a worthy and
devoted family member while maintaining a keen sense of awareness of it's surroundings.

CARE:

Like all dogs, Great Pyrenees require a nutritional diet, fresh water, exercise and grooming. Although big
eaters during their growth period, mature Great Pyrenees, due to their lower metabolism rate, require less food than
their size would indicate. Owners should be careful not to overfeed. Pyrs have a repellent coat which eliminates the
need for frequent bathing. However, a thorough brushing will help minimize excessive shedding. This grooming is
especially important as Pyrs shed their undercoat in the spring with a new coat growing back in colder weather.
Pyrs should not be shaved in the summer, as they will sunburn without their protective coat. The grooming session
is a good time to check eyes, ears and teeth for potential problems. Pyrs are known to not exhibit discomfort, and
may not readily tell you of irritations.

All Pyrs and their owners require good basic obedience training. Although gentle and responsive, Great
Pyrenees, like all dogs, need to learn respect for their owners. It is not unusual for a young dog to attempt to assert
authority, and these attempts should be dealt with firmly and immediately. Most Pyrs respond quickly to firm verbal
correction. Because of their sensitive nature, much can be done as far as training through positive reinforcement
and praise. Due to their protective nature, many Great Pyrenees have a tendency to do a substantial amount of
barking. Early training can help keep this behavior under control.

Although there are no medical problems specific to Great Pyrenees, they are susceptible to some of the
common maladies that affect all dogs. It is more common to find orthopedic problems in large breeds such as the
Great Pyrenees, Saint Bernard, Great Dane, etc. Large breeds are also susceptible to bloat (a life-threatening
swelling of the stomach due to gas), and bone cancers. White coated dogs have a greater tendency towards skin
allergies than dogs with darker coats. Because of their slow metabolism, Great Pyrenees require less anesthesia
than their size would indicate, something all Pyr owners should be aware of. Regular visits to your veterinarian will
help keep your Pyr in top condition.

Allin all, Great Pyrenees make a versatile and dependable companion. Although bouncy and full of energy as
youngsters, adult Great Pyrenees have a relaxed and easy-going nature. Pyrs are not really considered mature until
they are at least 24 months old. Great Pyrenees are as serious in play as in work, adapting and molding themselves
to the moods, desires and even the very life of human companions. Wherever their owners live, whether it is on a
5,000 acre farm or an apartment, the Great Pyrenees with sufficient exercise and attention adapts well.

Prospective Pyrenees owners must carefully consider if this is the breed for them. The Great Pyrenees is not
the dog for everyone, and every person may not be suitable for ownership by the Great Pyrenees. That cute 15
pound puppy will outgrow it's cuteness as it reaches 100 pounds, with his own special needs for attention, grooming
and care. Attention should also be given to their territorial nature, avoiding two dominant temperments (even if one
is a different breed) in one household. By working with a reputable breeder, interested individuals can best
determine if the Great Pyrenees is the breed for them.

PYRS IN OHIO:

Due to increasing interest in Great Pyrenees in Ohio, the Heart of Ohio Great Pyrenees Club (HOGPC) was
founded in 1973. The club is actively involved in public education, as well as conducting meetings in locations
throughout Ohio. Educational programs are presented which meet the needs of the companion dog owner as well
as breeders and show dog owners. The club also sponsors fun activities including the Pyr-Nic. Great Pyrenees
owners are invited to attend meetings and functions to learn what the club has to offer.

The HOGPC holds an Annual Regional Specialty. A specialty is a unique type of dog show emphasizing a
particular breed. The HOGPC Specialty is the largest gathering of Great Pyrenees in Ohio, and is a wonderful
opportunity to visit with other fanciers and share information, as well as to see a vast cross-section of our breed. For
more information regarding the HOGPC, the Great Pyrenees breed, or if you have any questions, please contact:

Ellie Schultz, Secretary ~ Sally R. Falatach, Membership Chair

10789 Range Line Rd. 517 Bassett Rd.

Weston, Ohio 43569 Bay Village, Ohio 44140

419-669-3614 440-835-3717
mfalatach@hotmail.com

3/86; 9/97; 01/01; 01/03;01/04,02/06,03/09



HOGPC Code of Ethics

The Heart of Ohio Great Pyrenees Club in keeping with the aims of encouraging
the development of finer Great Pyrenees, has adopted the following Code of
Ethics to promote and foster the highest standards among breeders and owners,
and to encourage cooperation in the improvement, advancement and protection of
our breed. All members of the Heart of Ohio Great Pyrenees Club shall abide by
this Code of Ethics.

Member Relations

Members shall be aware at all times, that the Club exists to protect the
breed and that these aims are to be uppermost in the minds of members in
all their activities in the breed.

Members will at all times, whether at home, traveling, at shows or at mo-
tels, display good sportsmanship and conduct themselves in such a manner
as to reflect credit upon the Club and the breed.

Members shall refrain from unnecessary and unconstructive criticism of
another’s dog and from personal attacks upon fellow members.

Novices are encouraged to seek the advice and assistance of more experi-
enced owners and breeders, and the more experienced shall graciously as-
sist the novice with his problems and share, for the good of the breed,
the benefits of his knowledge.

In all questions of ethics, covered or not covered by the Code, the indi-
vidual member shall act solely in the best interests of the breed, and
the membership as a whole shall willingly aid any fellow member in
upholding these interests.

Members shall bear in mind that a Code of Ethics is more than a set of
rules: it is a commitment to a high standard of practice in owning and
breeding and that adherence to the spirit of such a Code is as important
as adherence to its law,

Treatment

All Great Pyrenees owned by, or in the care of, members shall be given a
proper, healthy environment, nutrition and care at all times. No member’s
dog may be treated in an inhumane manner, subjected to cruel or unusual
punishment, or abused. Nor may they be subjected to any conditions likely
to eventuate in unnecessary danger to the animal’s life.

Members shall be diligent in the handling of their dogs in public places
and shall do so in a manner as to minimize the risk of trauma or danger
to any human being or other animal.

Members recognize their responsibility to protect the name and reputation
of the breed and shall not allow their dogs to roam at large, unsuper-
vised, nor to become a public nuisance, nor to become a public trust.
Treatment and handling of active livestock guardian dogs owned by members
shall be consonant with the best management techniques for such dogs.

Breeding

Anyone breeding his bitch bears great responsibility to the future of the
breed; therefore, a breeder shall plan each breeding with the paramount
intention of advancing and protecting the breed and only when he is in a
position to give proper care to both bitch and offspring.

The bitch owner safeguards his bitches from breeding which is not care-
fully planned.

Recognizing the extended growth pattern of a giant breed, the breeder
shall not breed his bitch before her second heat; breed his bitch before
18 months without express approval of his veterinarian; breed his bitch
more than 2 out of 3 heats.



A breeder carefully selects stud and matron with an eye to conformation
and temperament, and only after careful study of the breed standard, the
individuals and their near relatives and pedigrees, and basic principles
of genetics.

All animals to be bred shall have sound and typical structure and confor-
mation, shall be of sound temperament and free from crippling or dis-
abling hereditary defects.

A breeder shall refrain from using an individual who, although free from
such hereditary defects, consistently produces afflicted offspring from
different mates.

Any breeder breeding from lines in which any serious or disabling heredi-
tary defects occur has an ethical obligation to disclose that to his
buyers.

All individuals being bred shall have been X~rayed for hip dysplasia. The
results of these X-rays shall be made known to the owner of stud and
bitch and to all buyers of pups. If the animal is not free of dysplasia,
the implications of that fact shall be made clear to all buyers. If an
individual is bred on the basis of a screening X-ray at under 2 years, it
shall be re-X-rayed at 2 or over. It is recommended that adult X-rays be
submitted to the OFA or a member of the American Board of Veterinary
Radiology for interpretation.

Stud Service

No member shall offer at stud any animal who does not meet the above
qualifications.

If the stud has not been bred before, has not produced a live litter or
has had breeding problems in the past, such information shall be provided
to the bitch owner before the bitch is shipped.

Prior to accepting any bitch for service, it is the obligation of the
stud owner to advise novice breeders of the responsibilities, problems,
obligations and expenses involved in breeding a litter.

It shall be the responsibility of the stud owner to ascertain that any
bitch brought to his stud shall meet the requirements of the Code whether
owned by a Club member or not. He shall further ascertain to the best of
his ability that any produce of this breeding shall be raised and sold in
a manner keeping with the ethical standards of this Code. He shall supply
any bitch owner who is not an HOGPC member with a copy of this Code and
explain its provisions.

The owner of the stud is under no obligation to service a bitch who is
not as represented by her owner or presents serious hereditary defects.
The owner of a male shall not accept a bitch for service if he is not in
a position to maintain the bitch in a safe and healthy manner.

Bitches shall be bred only to the stud specified by her owner unless an
acceptable substitute is agreed upon by both parties.

Insofar as is possible, at least 2 services shall be effected, and it is
the obligation of the stud owner to offer a free return service under the
same conditions i1f no litter results. A litter is defined for the pur-
poses of this Code as a minimum of 2 live pups at 36 hours.

It is recommended that owners of stud and bitch sign a written agreement,
clearly stating the conditions and terms of service.

Sales

A breeder shall be discriminating in the sale of his pups and concerned
with the type of home in which they are placed. No member shall engage in
wholesaling litters, or in individual sales or consignments of pups or
adults to pet shops, dealers, catalog houses or other commercial estab-
lishments. Nor shall they be donated or given a prizes in contests, raf-
fles or fund raising events, no matter how charitable.



A breeder shall be available to his buyers for whatever advice, reason-
able aid and assistance they may need for the life of that dog. HOGPC
members shall help and support their fellow members in fulfilling this
obligation.
It is recommended that a breeder, for his protection and that of his buy-
ers, provide adequate written contractual proof of sales and guarantees.
No promise shall be made orally which is not later put into writing.
A breeder shall supply a copy of the Code of Ethics to all buyers and ex-
plain to them its provisions.
The breeder shall supply the AKC individual registration form or a writ-
ten guarantee that it shall be supplied by the time the pup is 4 months
old or upon completion of sale. A puppy may for good cause, be sold with-
out papers if this is understood and agreed to in writing by both parties
as specified by the AKC.
It is recommended that any animal sold under the designation
“pet/companion quality” be sold without registration papers and with
mandatory spay/neuter proviso. A breeder may supply registration papers
upon proof of sterilization or upon reassessment of the animal as being
of show/breeding quality.
It is the ethical obligation of member-breeders to guarantee pups pro-
duced and sold by them to be as represented. Any replacement or refund
arrangement agreed to by breeder and buyer, and just to the interest of
both parties shall be considered satisfactory. It is understood, however,
that any dog which dies or must be destroyed before the age of 15 months
due to physical or temperamental conditions which are hereditary, shall
be replaced one for one, or if this is not possible, the full price shall
be refunded.

Upon releasing the puppy, the breeder shall follow these guidelines:

as He shall supply a pedigree of no less than 4 generations.

B He shall provide written information on the care of the puppy.

c. He shall supply records which shall detail all dates and types of
medical care given the pup including shots.

d. He shall release only pups which are, to the best of his knowledge,
in good health.

(=8 Puppies being released shall have had all the necessary inoculations
and wormings for their age.

f. All pups leaving the breeder shall be at least 7 weeks old. Those to
be shipped shall be 9 weeks.

(ot He shall request that Dbuyers take their pup to a veterinarian of
their choice upon receipt and if the pup is wunhealthy, allow the
buyers 72 hours to return the pup at their expense for a full refund.

o If the pup has not been seen by the buyer or his agent before ship-
ping, the breeder shall allow the buyer 48 hours to return the pup at
the buyer’s expense if he is not satisfied that the pup is as repre-
sented by the breeder. A full refund shall be made.

Livestock Guardian Dogs

All provisions of this code apply to livestock guardian dogs, except as
specified.

Members recognize the inherent dangers and opportunities presented to the
breed by its guarding functions and will not engage in the breeding or
selling of livestock guardian dogs unless they are willing to undertake
the education and responsibility involved with such animals and familiar-
ize themselves with the GPCA guidelines on livestock guardian dogs.

In order to protect both type and function in the breed, breeders shall
not separate show and guarding stock.

It is the obligation of the breeder to determine the specific needs of
the buyers and to be available to them for information and advice.

It is recommended that all livestock guardian dogs be sold on spay/neuter
agreements and that pairs of pups not be sold to the same party. Under no



circumstances shall a breeder sell litter mates of the opposite sex to
one buyer.

Advertisement

All advertisement of puppies and adult dogs, written or oral, shall be
factual and as forthrightly honest as possible in both substance and im-
plication.

Advertising and promotion, written and oral, shall be confined to the
aspects of the breeders stock and shall not degrade the stock of others.
The breeder shall be cautious in discussing the show prospects of any
puppy he sells, lest he imply a guarantee of show success which he cannot
or will not insure.

He shall Dbe equally cautious in encouraging buyers as to breeding
prospects, inasmuch as the breeding of a Great Pyrenees is not to be un-
dertaken lightly by any owner.

Inplementation

All suspected infractions should be reported to the President in writing.
All reports must be signed by the complaining party and shall be accompa-
nied by a $50.00 deposit which shall be refunded if the complaint is
upheld.
Within 10 days of a receipt the President shall assign the report to the
Board Member most geographically accessible to the subject of the com-
plaint. Any member or board member who feels that he or she is in a
“conflict of interest” situation should so state and may disqualify him-
self from the investigation. The President and the Board Member shall im-
mediately select two HOGPC non-Board members to assist in investigating
the complaint.
Except in the case of suspension or expulsion, the committee shall have
full authority to investigate, adjudicate and impose discipline.
The investigation committee shall immediately contact the accused party
and provide him/her with a photo copy of the complaint, including the
name of the complaining party. The accused has the right to face the ac-
cuser on neutral grounds. Once the investigation is undertaken, both the
complainant and the accused shall refrain from harassment of the other.
Any violation of this shall be reported to the committee and may be con-
sidered a violation of the Code.
The accused party shall have a maximum of 2 weeks to respond to the
charges. Upon receipt of the response the committee shall have one month
in which to determine the truth of the complaint and submit its findings
to the President. The committee shall include in its report an assessment
of the severity of the violation and a recommendation as to penalty and
manner of rectifying the violation.

The President shall direct the Secretary to notify within 10 days, both

parties to the complaint of the results of the committee’s investigation.

If a violation has occurred, the violating party shall be appraised of

the terms of discipline.

Lack of response from the accused party to the complaint shall be consid-

ered “nolo contendere” and the committee shall impose penalties on that

basis.

Penalties:

a. In the case of a first offense members shall be given one month in
which to correct the violation in keeping with the recommendation of
the investigating committee and proof of such correction shall be
submitted to the committee. Further, the Secretary shall be directed
to remove the name of the member from the information referral list
for a period of 6 months.



b In the case of repeated or flagrant violations, the committee may
recommend that the case be submitted to the Board for action on sus-
pension or expulsion.

Gl In all cases of repeat or flagrant violation the names of the member,
the nature of the violation and the conditions of discipline shall be
published in the HOGPC Pyr Prose.

d. Lack of compliance with the terms of discipline shall be considered a
flagrant violation and shall be submitted to the Board.
9. For purposes of information, the Secretary shall send to each Board Mem-

ber, a copy of the original complaint, all responses, correspondence and
papers connected to the investigation along with the committee report.

10. Nothing in this Implementation section shall in anyway preclude the Board
or any individual member from taking stronger action as provided for in
the By-laws on Discipline. '

11. Since this machinery has been established in part to prevent harmful gos-
sip, any member who indulges in this sort of gossip rather than reporting
the alleged violation for investigation will be judged in willful viola-
tion of the Code and will be subject to discipline.

Exceptions

The Board of Directors or the membership as a whole may, upon sufficient evi-
dence and under certain stipulations, where the good of the breed is pro-
tected, waive any of the foregoing provisions. Members are urged to bring to
the Board any problems that confront them in their efforts to comply with the
Code. The President may appoint a committee as 1is designated wunder
“Implementation” to consult with and assist the member and make a recommenda-
tion to the Board.



