Parameters:

I endeavor to maintain the following tank parameters:

Temperature………81F

Salinity…………1.026 (at 75F)

PH ………………..8.2

Alkalinity ………...3.5 meq/L

Calcium………….425 ppm

Nitrogen ……………0

The regimen I have established for accomplishing this includes two 10 percent water changes per month.  The salt of choice is Reef Crystals, but Instant Ocean will do.  Topoff water is RO.  Every other day I add a gallon of kalkwasser.  On non-kalk days I add 15 mls of each of the ESV B-Ionic components.  Currently I add nothing else, other than food.

For those that want or need a super saturated kalk solution I recommend using cold water for the mixture.  Typically the temperature of the water I use is 68F.  This provides a calcium level of 1200 ppm and and alkalinity in the vicinity of 35 meq/L.  

Maintaining a display at these parameters requires frequent observation of the system with an eye for noticing changes in the animals and/or regular testing for these parameters.  I have used mostly Red Sea test kits, but have begun experimenting with other brands.  Unfortunately, the best test kits are difficult to obtain locally and are otherwise expensive.

