MSS INFORMATION
MEETING: We meet every second Wednesday of the month at 7pm Room 110 in Pillsbury Hall at the University of Minnesota on the Minneapolis campus. You are invited to join us at these meetings to get acquainted with other cavers and get more information on caving activities. We do not schedule a meeting for August as we hold our annual get together (MSS Cornfeed).

CORNFEED: The MSS annual get together is held in mid August in southeast Minnesota. You are invited to join us as an excellent chance to introduce yourself to the sport of caving.  This is held at Forestville State Park near Spring Valley, Minnesota at the primitive group camp. This is an all weekend event starting Friday evening through Sunday afternoon. Friday evening: some caving trips, Saturday: caving trips, Saturday evening: MSS program (skits, auction, slides, etc.), Sunday: more caving trips. Two main cavers are visited during this weekend: Mystery Cave (12.5 miles long) and Spring Valley Caverns (5.4 miles long). Nominal fees for registration and camping. 1999 MSS Cornfeed will be held on August 13-15.

JOINING:
MSS: You are encouraged to join the MSS. You will get a monthly newsletter “Minnesota Speleology Monthly” which contains current information on caving activities and scheduled events. Dues are $15 for one year (with subscription to the newsletter) and $5 without subscription. Send dues to:

Minnesota Speleological Survey

P.O.Box 763

South St Paul, MN  55075

NSS: You are also encouraged to join the national caving organization, National Speleological Society (NSS) for national and international caving information. Dues are $30 for one year (you get a monthly magazine plus other publications). We have application forms for joining. 

CAVING INFORMATION

SHOW CAVES: Haven’t been in a cave yet? The following are show caves in our area you can visit:

Mystery Cave - Forestville State Park (Spring Valley, MN).

Niagara Cave - Harmony, MN.

Crystal Cave - Spring Valley, WI.

Most tours involve groomed lighted routes. This is quite different from wild caving.

WILD CAVING: Wild caving involves going through undeveloped area in the cave where caving gear is necessary. Since caves are dark, light sources must be furnished by the caver.  For the protection of the cave and the safety of the caver, we have adopted caving rules. Cavers should be in groups and each should carry three reliable sources of light. Since anything done in caves are more or less permanent, things should be left as they are (no touching formations, stay on marked trails, don’t leave litter, etc.). Recommended caving gear consists of: 

helmet (lamp mounted)
gloves

kneepads

sturdy lugged sole boots

coveralls

side or fanny pack (snack or light lunch, water, 2 light sources, etc.).

The caves are 47 degrees (dress accordingly). You can get dirty so have a second set of clothes ready at the end of the trip. Due to limited number of caves in Minnesota and special access arrangements, the MSS has designated members as leaders who know the route. However, due to the limited number of leaders, the MSS is not set up as a guide service for recreational caving. For caving trips please attend our meetings and inquire. We occasionally set up MSS Outings. The MSS Cornfeed is an excellent chance to get started. 

PROJECTS: MSS members are interested in caves for different reasons. Most are for recreational caving. Some study or explore caves. We have members who own caves. The MSS has conducted project trips to help cave owners cleanup or improve the cave to cultivate good owner/caver relations. Also there are dig trips to gain access to cave passages never before visited by people. Current project are:

Cave Farm (Spring Valley Caverns): MSS member John Ackerman purchased 200 acres of farm land north of Spring Valley, MN which currently contains 6 significant caves. The largest is Spring Valley Caverns with 5.4 miles of passages. John is actively exploring to find new cave. We are looking for more interested people on dig trips that take place nearly every weekend.

Crystal Cave: MSS member Blaze Cunningham runs Crystal Cave as a show cave near Spring Valley, WI. There are digging and survey trips planned for Crystal Cave (there is enough passage in it to make it the longest cave in Wisconsin). There are digging projects in separate caves in the nearby ravine.

Niagara Cave: Show cave near Harmony, MN has a dig going on and exploration possibilities. A new resurvey project is being proposed. Project trips take place during the non-commercial season.

If you are interested in exploration and want to in on a project, please call David Gerboth (612) 891-3193. We are always looking for new help.

I hope the information above is helpful. Any question about caving and getting started please feel free to call me at (612) 891-3193.

David Gerboth
