LOST AND FOUND


	


	Contrary to that which some believe, animals don't always come home when they become hungry. The sad truth: every year in this province thousands become lost (primarily cats and dogs); some are never seen again (at least not alive). 


	Animals can be curious creatures,and sometimes that curiosity can lead them far away from home - too far to find their way back.  Some die from extreme temperatures, or starvation, or injuries (or a combination), while some are picked up by shelters and "put to sleep" if noone arrives to claim or adopt them after a certian amount of time (usually 3-7days). What could be more heartbreaking than the thought of your animal friend dying in such a manner? These animals are often owned by people that think they should give Fluffy some time to find his own way home- this is a major no-no! Don't wait - Most animals are creatures of habit, and if they are able, will return home. If your pet is overdue, we advise that you do the following immediately.   For a list of emergency numbers, see the bottom of this article.





LOST 





Shelters:  First call the shelters in your area, and then call the ones that aren't so close to you - animals have been known to travel long distances (or your pet may have gotten in someone's car unseen and then gotten out in another neighbourhood, or been grabbed and then dumped in another area). Be ready to give these places a detailed description.





Veterinarians:  Call all veterinarians, as your pet may have been injured or killed and brought to them. Also, most vets keep a list of missing and found animals, so if your pet hasn't been brought in, be sure to leave a detailed description. Note: Don't just call the vets in your area - your pet may have wandered out of your area and been injured, or if someone hits your pet they may not know the closest facility, and instead go to the one they use, which could be fairly far from your residence.





Canvass: Knock on your neighbour's doors and ask if they have seen your pet; be also sure to enquire if they have a shed or anything else on their propery in which your pet may have gotten trapped in or under (This is particularily important in the wintertime, as the entranceway your pet may have used could have become blocked by snow and/or ice.) If your neighbour isn't in when you call, leave a poster in their mailbox  (for tips on posters keep reading). 





Radio Stations: Most radio stations have, as a public service, lost and found bulletins several times daily. Someone who is not familar with the shelters (yes, there are still people who aren't aware the shelters exist), but who listens to the radio may have found your pet.





Posters: Distribute posters all throughout your neighbourhood that bear a detailed description, a picture of your pet (if possible), and a reminder for people to check their property, espescially places that your animal might have become trapped in or under, such as greenhouses and sheds. It may be a wise idea to offer a reward for the safe return of your pet. You should leave a poster with each of the shelters and veterinarians, as they often have bulletin boards and a high traffic-flow of animal lovers - one of them may have spotted your pet!





Ads: If you can possibly afford it, take out ads in all local newspapers, magazines etc. Any ad should bear the same 


info as the posters. 





	Although there are no guarantees, following this advice will largely increase the chance of your being reunited with your furry friend. Note: If your pet comes home, remember to convey this to everyone whom you notified of his or her disappearance; don't forget to take down all those posters!





FOUND


     	


	Do everything that is listed in the Lost section.  As with people who have lost animals, we encourage people who have found animals (and we commend you for helping them!) to report them immediately.  Sometimes people think that because the animal they've found is dirty, timid, or underweight that he or she must be abused by his or her owners, and doesn't deserve to be returned. However, the animal may  very well just look that way because they've been lost for quite awhile, and had a rough time surviving on the streets; there could be a family out there missing them terribly. So, no matter the condition of the animal, we urge you to call. Also, some people won't report an animal they've found to animal control or a euthanazia shelter because they think that if they call, the shelter will automatically come pick up the animal, and euthanize them  if his or her owners or a new home aren't found - this isn't true, they won't come pick up the animal and destroy it just because you call, and if you don't, you're greatly reducing the chances that the animal will be reunited with their family  (the first thing that most people do when their pet is missing is call the shelters)





	If you can, it is preferable if  you can foster the animal until he or she is reunited with his or her owner, or a new home is found, so that the shelters can save space for animals who absolutely need it. 




















EMERGENCY NUMBERS





Shelters





Heavenly Creatures: 739-0077


The S.P.C.A (St. John's Branch): 726-0301 (www.spcashelter.nf.ca)


Humane Services: 576-8100


City Of  Mount Pearl Pound: 748-1016


Clarenville Area S.P.C.A.:  709- 466-3489


Bay Of Islands: 785-2747





Veterinarians





St. John's Vet Hospital: 722-7766


Avalon Animal Hospital 754-1750


Sunrise Animal Hospital, Mount Pearl: 368-7981


The Cat Hospital, St John's: 726-2287


Torbay Rd. Animal Hospital: 753-0506


Terra Nova Veterinary Clinic: 738-7054


Topsail Rd. Vet Clinic:  747-5353


The Vet Center:  753-4070


Placentia Bay Veterinary Clinic:


Woodpath Cat and Dog Hospital: 834-6622





Radio Stations





VOCM: 726-5590


MUN RADIO: 737-4777


